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READER. 


THis following Diſcourſe on Miracles, canoe 
but hazve Great Relation to the Kingdom 
ot Chriſt, ſezing that Kingdom is the 

World tocome, whereof we are All to (pcak ; 
and Miracles are the Powers of that Woi'd to 
come ; And IC the Profitablenels of it may ""n Mm 
Reſtrain*d to thoſe only who having a Love tot, 
barve conſidered the DoEtrine of that Kingdom : 
But indeed , the Right Underſtanding , and due 
Conſideration of Miracles, gives ſuch Glory to the 
Divine Being, and Majeſty, and to bis Government 
of the World ; and alſo to the Goſpel 'of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to the Redemption in his Blood, and 
by the Renewing Grace of his Spirit ; and Laſtly, 
bath ſuch Relasion to the Eternal Salvation, and 
Glorification of the Saints ; and on the other ſide, 

ews the certain Ruin and Deftruion of , wicked 
men ; that it is bumbly delignd for, and with Ear- 
neſt Prayers Recommended for Univerſal Benefic 
and Edification, and as a ſtrong Perſwahye to 


All Holineſs of Conyerſation. - 


T. BEVERLEY. 
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DISCOURSE 


na PON THE 


Powers of the World tocome: 
OR, 


Fhe Miraculous Powers of the Goſpel and 
Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Heb. IT. 4, 5: 


God alſo bearing them Witneſs with Signs, and Wonders, and 
' divers Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 


his own Will : 


For unto the Angels hath he not put in ſubjeFion the World to 
come, whereof we ſpeak. 


CHAP. L 
The Opening of the Text, and the Heads of the Diſcourſe given, 


. HE Apoſtle had ſaid in the Firſt Verſe, Therefore we 
ought to give the more (that is, the moft) Earneſt Heed, 

- that can be given, ts the Things which we have Heard, 

leſt at any Time we let them ſlip; Leſt by any means they 

ſhould Eſcape, or miſs our Dueſt, and Deepeſt Con- 

ſideration : For, ſaith he, if the IVord Soken by Angels was ſted= 
faſt, and every Diſobedience received a Juſt Recompence of Reward, how 
much more ſhall we not Eſcape, if we negle&t ſo Great Salvation | That 
is, the Great Salvation revealed in the GoSpel, * ww ſo grear Luſtre of 


Truth, and Power of Miracles. For 


— 


2 A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 
For This Greg Salvation hath adouble Eyidence and Afurance 
of its T ruth, 


1. That It began to be Spoken by the Lord, who ſo Fake, that if 
he had'not come and Spoken to Them, They had had no ſin ; For He was 
mighty in Word aywelt as Deed, He ſpake as never man ſpake ;, and It 
was confirmed by ther that Heard Him, even by the Apoſtles, who 
went forth in the ſame Spirit, and Power of Truth. 

2.God bare witneſs to them with Signs and Wonders,and divers Mi- 
racles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, in the greateſt Variety and Ma- 
nifoldneſs t That is, Godigave Them All the Letters Patents, all 
the Credentials from Heaven that could be delired; Thar Our Lord 
came from God, and that his Apoſtles w:re ſent by God, ana by 
Chrif Himſelf, the Lord of All 

And in al! Th's, it is diligenely to be obſerved, as having great 
Influence-upon all the After Diſcourſe; T hat as the Works of Chriſt 
were Great Evidences of. Truth, and Teſtimonies to it; ſo the 
Words,. or Do&rine of Chriſt carry'd their own Evidence t For if 
this be not obſerved, the Dottri.e of Miracles will never be rightly 
nor truly underſtood. 

3. Theſe Divers Miracles, Signs and Wonders, were ſubjeR to the 
Wiſe, and Holy Couſel of the Will of God, and of the Bleſſed 
Spirit: So that only where, when, on whom, and by whom T his Mi- 
raculous Power ſhould be diſpens'd, was, as og many Accounts is 
after tobe obſerv'd; wholly after the Counſel of kts own Will. 

4. The Apoſtle gives the Reaſon of theſe Miraculous Powers 
being thus diipensd by his own Immediate, Increated Will and 
Pleaſute ; Becauſe they Cloſely App:rtain to, and are Conne- 
ed with the World to come, whereof (ſaith the Apoſtle) me ſpeak 3 
That is, do now, and ought to ſpeak continually, and only, as of 
that World ſo incomparably Great, thar-God will neither truſt 
Holy Angels to have any Adminiſtration of,. but as Commiſfion- 
ed, as the Apoſtles were at any time by a Power given immedi- 
ately rothem; and not the Power Reſident in, and Connatural 
x their own B ings, under the General Divine Concourſe, and 
Cominand or Permifion; For Miraculous Power, truly fo, God 
neyer can Give out of his own Rand;much leſs therefore will he 
permir Bad Anyelsto uſe it z and when this World ſhall appear 
1n-Glory, they hall be ſealed up in their own Aby/s, 

T hat therefore which | propoſe, by the Grace and Afﬀiſtance 
of - God, to diſc:urſe on fo great a Point, ſhall conſiſt of ſeyeral 
Heads:, whereby our Underſtandings may be. A 

an 
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and our Hearts Aﬀetted with many Truths of Exceeding Mo- 
ment. 


I, I would cloſely enquire into, and endeayour to Explain the 
Nature of Miracles in general, and what place there is tor any ſuch 
Appearances of Gad; even peculiarly, and as on purpoſe, prepa- 
red, or left for them. 

2. Lwould ſearch after the Great Ends and Reaſons why God 
hath at any Time Appear'd by Miraculous Powers in the, 
World. 

3. 1ſhall endeavour ro make out, That though there are in- 
deed other Great Reaſons and Ends of Miracles, yet there is none 
ſo Supream and Soveraign, as that they are delign'd by God to 
be not only Pawns and Pledges, but Pieces, and Portions, or Parcels 
of that World tocome. And that this will be found ro be the moſt 
Adequate Reaſon, or End of Miracles, upon True and Impartial 
Enquiry, and ſeparation from prejudice, and pre- pofſefſion of 
other more Received Opinions. 

4. I ſhall conſider what Times we read of in Scripture, which 
God hath been pleas'd moſt of all to illuſtrate, and make Remar- 
kablc, by Miracles ; and what I imes havc been a Dark Place, as 
the Apcſtle ſpeaks, (on occaſion moſt agreeible herewith, it nor 
abſolutely the ſame, wiz in regard of che powers of the World to 
come, not appearing in itz) and on what Accounts, upon a Bal- 
lance of one with the other , there haye been ſuch Differences, 
and ſo greata Non Appearance of Miracles theſe Twelye Hun- 
dred and Sixty Years. 

5+ I will endeavour to debate, whether Miracles are again to 
be expeRed, and ſhill prove, T hat upon All the Conſiderations 
that are ofſiened as Reaſons of Miracles, generally' for herein I would 
ſpeak to Men in their 6wn Senſe,) and which Divines give as 
Cauſes moving God to ſend out his MiraculousPower ; That they 
are*molt certainly to be again expefted ; and teyond this, that 
the bringing in the World to come does much more both Require and 

Aſſure the Return of Miracles. | 

6. I will with grea: Freedom and Imparrtialicy, on the occaſion 
of the la:e Miraculous Providential Diſpenſations, ſhew on that 
Occaſion, how far we way lawfully apply to God with the Ex- 


peRation of a Miracu'ous Power in any Caſer, wherein all ſecond 

Caules fail, looking on it as a Beginning of Miracles, 
7. I will, by way of py oven, upon the whole, ſet out the 
Admirable Excellency and oo cur of Diyine Power in = 
' 2 [- 
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Miracles of that Tim: of Chriſt, in the Days of his Flelhy 


which Scripture calls the Fullnes of Time, and argue, That for 
the bringing ia the0 comomy, or Dienſation of the Fullneſs of Times, 
7 


.or Al Time; that Miraculous Power fhall return in the ſame, and 
in ſome ReſpeQs in Grand-ur, more illuſtrious, becauſe more U- 
niverſal, and reaching the Full EffeR, or bringing in the very World 
20 come. 

8. I will ſubjoya to the whole Diſcourſe the praftical Applica- 
tions flowing from ir. Poſition, 

The Poficien I would lay down is this, Miracles are Extraordi- 
zary Divine Appearanc?s, and Efficacies of Almighty Power, whereby 
He Gives Teſtmony to the Truth of the Goppel, as declaring his King- 
dom, and the World to com? ;, the Spiritaal Holy State of it, in or ' 
by the Spiritual and Holy Preparations, that give the abundant 
Entrance into it; and that Viſible and Illuftrious Glory that ſhall 
Appear ; and All this by Miracles of thoſe very Vilible'Specitica- 
tions of that FVerld to come, in ſome part and pieces of it,according 
to hisown |} rce Will and Pleaſure, forcſhewing the Great Chan- 
ges that ſha]l he, in che whole Creation of God, when that 
World ſhall ſo come to its entire Sum and Perfettion both in 
'S$piritual-and Outward Glory. 

CHAP. Th 
Of the Natureof Miracles, and the due place f them. 

| (6% therefore with the Firſt Particular ; and that.is to open 

theNature of Miracles,upon a True and: Jult Conſideration of 
'them, Now that this may be underſtood, there muſt he a cl ſe 
Atrendance of Thought given to Creation and Providence; that 
it may be known wherein they and Miracles difier one trom an- 
other. For if we do not look upon Miraclesgn that, they can ne- 
ver be Rightly and Diſtintly comprehended t For it is Evident, 
Miracles, Signs and Wonders are ſome Appearances of God, that ſeem 
.to us to Tranſcend, and to be Exalted above the State of Creati- 
on, and the ſtate ot Providence, and of the Government cf the 
Wortd at this day. 

And indeed, if things were rightly ſtated ; there is no other 
.difercerce berween Miracle and Creation, bur that Creation we 
louk upon, asa thing palt and done, ferrled and fix'd Ages ago ; 
'but Miracle is a-thing New, and Freſh, as we may ſay, out of 
'the Mint of Divine Power ; and fo Providence, and the Go» 
ernment of the World we arc Acquainted and Familiar with, 
; as things that in ſome Points of them we ſec every Day ; in 0- 
:thers we find, that in thexontinual Tofſing and :Rolling of 

Things 
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Things, they are now and then thrown and caft up, and at leaft 
in a Reyolution and larger ſpaces of Time, do at one time 
ar other ſhew Themſelyes; and whether they every day, or (el- 
dom are ſcen, we can give Account of them, or make proba- 
ble Conjefturcs how they come to -pals by the Train, Connexiz: 
on, and Dependance of one rhing upon another ; and ſothey arc 
accounted go Miracles ; bur ſtill chey arc in themſclyes all of the 
Nature of Miracles. x 
Indeed ir is no Miracle 'to us now, that there is a Sun gives 
Light by Day, and che Moon by Night; this is no Miracle, as 
we account it nuw $ | But I deſire you to conſider, it there had 
been any men, as it is generally allowed , there were Angels ar 
the very beginning of the Creation, when the Earth was withour 
Form, and Void, and Darkne/s was upon the Face of the Deep ; W har 
a Miracle had ir been in our $:aſc, to ſee Light? When God ſaid, 
let there be Light. and there was Light, And lo if any had been in 
any Former Day, and ſeen the making the Things that were 
aot made out of Things that did appear before, until every fol- 
lowing Day as the wonderful diſpoſal of the Waters, of the 
Light, as diffuſed into the Lights of Heaven ; the Creatures Ri- 
ſing out of the Earth. All thelegif any larelligent Being were ſup- 
pos'd, as the Angels, thoſe Morning: Stars ſhouting for . fy muſt 
Rot he needs have acknowledg'd all Miracle > 
And ſo-in the Government of Providence, if we were wiſe to 
obſerve it throughout, every day weſhould fee miracles ; Onely 
this it is becauſe the order is ſtated, farrled, conſticuted fo lon 
ago; Therefere men have got another word for Creation, an 
Providence; that is ; ' Nature, and the -courje of nature ; Becauſe 
they conſider, they are ſettled ; but do not cunſider, :not 
onely whoſe ordinance ft feteled them, but that every moment 
the word going out of the mouth of God continues them, becauſe at? 
are Gods ſerwants, and they need a Freſh command every minute, 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work,without any Sabbath, \o.5,v. 17. 
Oh how admirably is God himſelf pleated to diſcourſe this 
matter, and that very largely to9 in the latter end of the book of 
Job ; As tocreation, Job. 38.22. &c. Saith God to 7ob ; Gird up 
thy Loins now like @ man 1, For 1 will Demand of thee, and anſwer thou 
me; Where waſt thou, when 1 laid the Foundations if theearth.? Declare 
p64 if thou haſt underſtanding , who hath layd the meajures of it, if 
thou knoweſt2 Or who hath firetched the Line upon it? Whereupon are 
the Foundations thereof -Faſter4 ? Or who layd the Corner ſtone thereof? 
bes the Morning ſtars Jang together, andthe ſons of God A 
| | JY5 


ll — — 0 —— I. Aw EEE en et IIS”. oo OO: oe ee — _ 


i 


EBW - - - 
* 
- 


'6 A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 
19 ; or who ſhut up the Sea with Doors when it brake forth, as if it 

ed Iſued out of the womb > And ſo he goes on through the whoke 
Creation. 

Now I ſay, if God ſhould -come to the Atheiſts of our days, to 
the men that are ſetting their mouth againſt the Heaven, and their 
Tongue walking through the Earth, if God ſhould come, and fay to 
them;Come now you wy en of Wit,andReaſon,and Senſe, 
that look upon all as fallyneſfs, but that you your ſelvesſpeak;, 
what if you had been by, when | was Laying the Foundations of the 
Earth, and had heard me command Light? when the Earth was 
without Form, and Yoid, and Darkneſs was upon the Face of it , and 
it immediately appear'd? would you have allowed ir a Miracle 
or not ? - Would you have diſputed it with the Heavenly Hoſt 
finging, and ſhouting too for joy at it * Conſider it every way, and 
then give me an Anſwer, isit Miracle or not ? ; 

And, asit isthus concerning Creation, ſo concerning Proy i- 
dence; it is perfe& Miracle; for what is Miracle, but. an Effe&t 
riſing from the inamediate word of God ; now how does our 
Meat preſerve our Lite? not by it ſelf only, bur by every word 
that proceedeth out of the Mouth of God, as our Lord hath de- 
clared to us.. 

$o, How do our Cloaths warm us ? How does the whole 
Courſe of Nature maintain its Circulation ? We areas ignorant 
in all theſe things, even as the-Zews were, when Chriſt either 
Heal'd the Sick, or the Lame, or open'd the Eyes of the Blind, 
or calt our Devils, or whateyer were the great things he did, 
and yer (tl, the chings were evident Matters of Fad t Even fo it 
is in the Dayly Evidences of the Divine Power, and Greatneſs, 
and Goodnels in the Creation, and Dayly Providence. 

How excellently does David ſpeak upon this Subje&, Pſalm 
104, He goesthrough this whole Oeconomy of Creation, and Provi-, 
dence , and therefore he begins thus, Oh Lord my God, thou art 
very Great ;, Thou art Cloathed with Honour und Majeſty, who covereſt 
thy ſelf with Light, as with aGarment, and ſo on. Now if we do 
really believe, that the whole World ſtands by Immediate Divine 
Power, and that every day the Motions of it come freſh out of the 
Hand of God, and that beyond all Natural Cauſes or (onnexwn of 
Cauſes ; then we muſt acknowledg Miracles every day. 

The Prophet Jeremy tells us, Lament. 3. 2 3. Tt is of the Lords mer- 
cies we are nos»Conſumed, and becauſe his compaſſons fail not, they are 
new every Morning. We- are ready tothink the Light and the 
Life, and the mercy of this Day, arethe ſame they were Yeſter- 


#' day 


day'z but if we believe' the Spirir of God by that Prophet, they 
are not the ſame, rhough of the ſame for Kind+; yer not the 
fame by any neceſſary Continuation, or Natural Connexion 
witty thoſe of Yeſterday ; bur new, new every Morning : Now if 
the mercy of rhis Morning be new , why then itis certainly a Mi- 
racle ; becauſe no Power of a Creature could have produced ir, 
or brought it forth, but an Immediate AtF of the Power of the g00d- 
neſs of God'; And he had' not done ir ſo yeſterday, thar he muſt 
needs do-it to: day ; yer if he did not generally do it, and that 
anew, our Life muſt ceaſe for ever; Oh if our Hearts did bur 
Live under this Senfe of God, how Humble and Dependent would 


ir make us! We arctcady to think it is the Suvs Duty to Riſe 


to Day, becauſe ir Roſe Yeſterday, and we are too ready to 
Build upon ir, that our Life ſhall be to Day, as it was Yeſter- 
day; but if we could conſider, that it is indeed a New Life every 
Day, yea, every Moment, and that whatever Channel it runs 
through, yer that God alone is the Giver immediately from: 
Himſelf; and it is continually a New Gift, If a Man were 
Dead, and Raiſed again from the Dead, then every one would 
look about them,and make a-great wonder; bur if we went upto 
the Fountain Head, we ſhould'find the very ſame Power, that 
Raiſes the: Dead, giving Life every Moment ; and if we could: 
ſee but-into that, we ſhould ſee Miracle in the one, even as in the 
other : for both are immediately from Infinite Power, Both arc- 
New; Only one is out of the Ordinary Courſe of Gods Diſpo- 
fal, the other not ſo. 

i wouldonly argue this further on one place of Scripture, and: 
ſo paſs on. It is faid, Rom, 1. 29, The Inviſible Things of him , 
from the Creation of the World, are clearly under$iood by the Things that 
are made, Even his Eternal Power and Godhead ; fo that they are-with- 
out Excuſe. The Apoſtle affirms, ' The Eternal Power and Godbead- 
are in themſelves clearly to be ſeen round about us, by the Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, and ſo as to leave without Excuſe, Although. 
therefore we ſee notthus clearly, eventhe beſt of us; and ſoma» 
ny bruitiſh, Atheiſtick Men nor at all; yer this cannot make rhe- 
Apoſtle's Words of no Effe&t; They continue Firm ; The Eter«. 
nal Power and Gedhead are ſo to be ſ-en, as. to !1tave nitn nithout Excuſe. 
W hat now cat Miracles do more? T hey can only alarm, or call: 
us to cloſer Attendance: They cannot more clearly inform, in- 
lighten or aſſure, We may therefore juſtly ſay of Creation and: 


Providence, compar'd with Miracles, as the Lord ſaid of Moſes. 


and the Prophets, compar'd with one riſing from the Dead 4. If a 
W112; 
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8 A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 
will not believe the one; they will not be perſwaded by the other ; I 
not by Creation and Providence, no not 7 Miracles: 


I would therefore conſider what is ſaid by the Men of Wit and 
Reaſon, as they are ready to Eſteem themſelyes : They would 
fuppoſe, that Matter and Motion being either Erernal, as ſome 
would haye it, cr Created by God, as others would aticaſt ſeem 
toallow ; and then either by themſelves, or by a General Con- 
courſe of the Supreme Being, they could together, according to a 
ſortof Mechanick Law, do every thing, But we ſee how ſoon, 
not only the Works of Art, but even of Nature, Run out of 
Order, or wear out themſelyes. Ir is True, if all things could 
have produced themſelves, there were an End of the Miracle of 
Creation; Or if when made, they could Govern themſfelyes , 
There were then indeed no Miracle of Providence, but what cur- 
ned Nature wholly out of its Courſe. 

But to us inſtructed by the Word of God, the whole Frame of 
Creation is like a well Tuned Inſtrument, every String wound 
up to its due Tenor, but in every ſingle String, and the whole 
Harmony, the Divine Hand was immediately, even wherein a- 
ny Second Cauſe had the leaſt Aﬀiviry t _ Wheel in chiscus 
rious Machine was plac'd by his Finger ; And when all was pur 
rogether, and ſo Tun'd, All had tor ever notwithſtanding lain 
ſtill, like.an Inſtrument 02 which che MuſiciansHand never came, 
or was removed ;, Or as a Clock or Watch, whoſe Weights or 
Spring were never wound up, or quitedown, or taken off. And 
to this Fiame, and this Motion, no Vicarious Hand, but the 
Creator's alone, can ſuffice. He is every moment even a-new 
the Fountain of Life, Being and Motion ; as the Apoſtle ſaith 
Tn him we live, move, ard have cur Being, So that Creation an 
Providence are Rill Miracles. The Sun (and ſo all other of the 
Works of Creation, in their proportion) z prepared, as a Bride- 
groom coming out f his Chamber, and rejoyces as a ſtrong man to run a 
Race. Butin all this, the Sun declares the Glory of God alone. Oh 
that therefore our ſouls could Bleſs the Lord, while we have our Bee 
?ng, and all that ts within us praiſe his Holy Name that the meditation 
of Him, and his Works, could be ſweet to us, and that we could ſay, 
ze need net Miracles as further Evidences of his Creating Power, 
or Preſerving Goodneſs, but for the Diſplays thereof to other 
High Ends, to be hereafter aſſign'd. For | have been thus large 
in this matter, it being both ſo Noble a Point, as alſo becauſe ir 
makes much to the T'rue Conſideration of the Chicf End- of 


Miracles. 
2. I 
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2; Tcome therefore to a Second Conſideration of Creation and Pro= 
vidence, as giving Space and Room for Miracles to center; and 


thac I hall repreſent, ; 
Firſt , 1n the General, and then be more particular with relati- 


on to Miracles. 


1. When Man had finned, and forfeited the Glory of that State of 
the Creation, that had Reſpe@ to hima ; Thar all things did nor 
immediately, as I may ſay, tumble about his Ears, daſh in pei- 
ces upon him, or fall into an Univerſal Hell, is owing to the Me- 
diator, who therefore is ſaid, Heb. 1. to Uphold all things by the 
Ward of his Power , even he who purged ovr ſins by his own Blood, 
thus upholds All; that the Sun ſhines, and invigorates all the Low- 
er Creation with its Light and Beams; that the Fruitfulneſs of 
the Earth, and the Courſes cf Water remain, All is due to 
the Glory of the Mediator ; Elſe All had return'd co the Firſt Toru 
Bohu, its firſt dark and deſolate ſtate, 

And yet notwichſtanding, ir is ſo ordered in the Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs of God, and by the Counſel between him and the Me- 

iator , or, as Zachary ſays, between them both , that there ſhould 
be many Interſpers'd Appearances of the Curſe, us we all know 
by abundant ſad Experience ; which are become ſo ſerled and 


expeQable, that we cal] ſuch Appearances of the Curſe, Na- 
ent, as we account them at leaſt common to 


ture; or are (0 _ 
Man, or Humane Nature ; ſuch as Sicknels, Death, Lameneſs, 
Blindneſs, many Inſults of the Enemy, or the Diabolical Na- 


ture, cicher in plainer Poſſeflions or more ſecret Impreſſions up- 
on the Mind and Body. Now if ſuch Appearances of the 
Curſe had not been, . wk had been no place for many Mis 
raculous Appearances cf God, and of Chriſt, in Mercy and Grace; 
a1d ſo if there had not beeg, General Judgmenrs, and more ſolemn 
Appcaraices of cheCurſe;th&e had not been ſuch Miraculous Ats 
of Grace, as the Ark was to Noah, Zoar to Lot, Goſhen to the - 
Children of 1ſ-:el. Had not there been ſuch Strokes of the Curſe, 
ti:re could not have been ſuch Miracles of Healing, Kefloring 
Sight, Kaijing the Dead ; All theſe Miraculous ARts of Mercy come 
in by way of Relief againſt the Curſe. There could have been 


no change in Exalting the Creation. if ir had continued accord- 
ing to the Fir!t State z Goed and »ery Good ; Except we ſuppole*a- 
ny Opzaings to an higher Advancement of Adam and his Poſte- 
rity, 11 the Kinedom of the Sec1nd Adam; of whom the Firſt A4- 
dam was but a Type, and the Firſt Sabbath a T ype of that Gay 

AD *« 
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Sabbatiſm of the Lord from Heaven, as the Apoſtle exprelly afferrs, 
Rom. 5.12. Heb, 4. 7, : | 
Let us therefore, { humbly beſeech, attend to this very thing, 


that there are ſuch Remains of the Excellent Frame of the Firſt | 


Creation Due and Acknowledgable to the Grace of the Media- 
tor, and yet ſuch Mixtures of the Curſe, as give Place, or 
Room for Miracles; For if all were Judgment, there were no 
Place for Miracles of Mercy, except of a Total Reſtoration ; For 
All had been OnePeice of Wrath, and ſo muſt be wholly Re- 
ſtor'd, or not ar all: Or if All had been in the Firſt State of In- 
tegrity, there had-been no need of Exalting the-Creation, till 
that Glorious Kingdom, I can ſuppoſe, of the Mediator of Ami- 
ty or Concz/zation, tho not of Reconcilzarion, 

But as Things are now, That All Things do not unite in a 
State of Wrath and Ruine, is becauſe the Medrator purging our 
fins, upholds All with the Word of his Power. Elſe, as God ſaid, 
when Wickedneſs had broken into the World , to fo great an 
heighth, 7, even 1, do bring a Flood upon the World ; So he bad pur 
an End to it at the firſt coming in ot fin, had not the Mediator 
come between, in the Seed of the Woman breaking the Serpents 
Head, But when Neah had offered a Sacrifice, an undoubred 
Type of the Sacrifice of Chriſt ; God then promivd he would 
not Curſe the Ground ſo, any more, but there ſhould be Summer and 
Winter, Spring and Harveſt, Day and Night, until the very coming 
in of the Reſtitution of All Things. And God ſet the Rain- Bop 
to be a Sign of that Covenant, as we find, Gen.g. 13. and Exek. 1. 
28, and Rexel. 4.3. The Rain-Row encirculed the Throne, All 
which ſhews the great Prevalcncy of the Mediator, inthe uphold-- 
ang the World in its preſent State : That though God the Creator, 
ide to be acknowledg'd, yet Creatorſhip and Proundence are now Ve- 
ſted in the Redeemer, Bur yer |tijS there are ſuch legible Cha» 
raQters of rhe Curſe, in innumerable Kinds, that they give full 
= _y Miracles in further and higher Grace, to relicyc againſt 
that Curie. 


2. There being ſuch a State of Mercy and Grace, through the 
Mediator, there 1s place alfo given to another fort of Miracles 
viz. Miracles of Greater and more Extraordinary Strokes of FPrath 
than generally we obſerve in the World ; wherein the Mediator 
iſo far deſerts his Int:rpoſal of Mediation, and then Miracle of 
Judgment immediately entersfo far alſo; as may appear in ſeve- 
tral Great Inſtances to be-given:: And this Idefire you wonld 

| ouſl 
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ouſly attend to, becauſe itwill be found to contribute very much 
to the clearing the Great Point of Miracles: I begin therefore 
the clearing this Matter in that firſt Judgment of the Flood upon 
the Oid Werld. In which, asalſo in the Judgment on Sedom and 
Gomorrgh, ' the Apoſtles Peter and Zude inſtance ; becauſe, as is 
after to be ſhewn, they have Great Concernment in making it 
appear, That Miracles appertain to the world tocome, whereof we 


are ſpeaking, 
I begin therefore with this Flood on the World of the Ungodly ; 


for which whatever Preparations there might * be; yer ro ſhew »4ccardingts 
Gods own ſupreme hHiand in it, he thus exprefles, 7, even 1 do the moſt Learn- 
bring a Flood. And to ſhew how far the Mediator did deſert, and «4 
how far he did not undertake, is made more maniteſt 2 He did 
undertake for Noah and his Family z Noah is therefore ſaid to fiad * 


Grace in the Eyes of the Lord ; an Expreſſion proper to the Mediay 
tors Undertaking. The Reſt, even the World of the Unzgodly, 
| Not finding Grace, were ſwallowed up. Lo here a Miracle of 
Judgment; For this was beyond the ordinary proportion of the 
Curle upon the Fall, as bounded by the Mediator, a Curſe on the 
Earth far Gr-ater than uſual. | 
Again, if we conſider this, in relation to Sodom, Gen. 19. 22. 
The Sun was riſen upen the Earth z ſo far the Mediator undertook 
for Sodom. Then Lot entered into Zoar ; At that very ſame time 
God Rain'd up'n Sodom and upon Gomorrah Brimſtone and Fire from the 
Lord 6ut of Heaven. It could not be done before; For fays the 
Angel to Lor, Haſte thee, Efcape thither ;, for I cannot do any thing 1ill 
thou be came thither, Why, bur becauſe Zst was in a peculiar 
manner undertaken for by the Mediator, as is ſignify'd in Two 


Expreſſions $ 


1. The Lord being merciful to him, and be finding Grace in his 
fight. *And,. 

2. God Remembred Abraham, with whom we know he had 
Eſtabliſhed a Covenant in the Mediator, v. 16. 19. 22. 


Behold hcre another Miracle of Judgment, becauſe contrary 
to the General Undertaking of the Mediator. This was in- 
deed a ſti: 4. 5 work of Judgment ;, and as the Flood was of the Ge- 
neral Dc''rif iony before the New Heaven and New Earth of the 
VF :rld to c:-14 4 (o was Sodom a Type of the Vengeance of the Eternal 
Fire, thac (haul make that Deſirudtivn. 


C2 | In 4$ 


- ments to be planted againſt, 
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> In: the fame manner the Plagues. of Agypt were Miracles of 
Judgment ; becauſe the Mediator was comingy( in Exodus all along 
to Chap, 16.) up againſt them with a Glorious Type of his Jucg- 
ment on Spiritual Agypt, with his Sever Vials, Revel, 15. c. 16; 
made on purpoſe parallel to the Plygues of Mgypt. Now the 
Reaſon was , the Mediator in Grace no longer undertook for 
Pharoah, and his Azypt ; but ſet him up as a Rock for his Judg- 

The laſt Mirac:e of Judgment I will inflance in, becauſe ic 
much declares the Nature of Miracle, is that of Corab, Dathan 
and Abiram, Numb..16. 29.If theſe men, ſaith Moſes,dye the common 
Death of all men, or if they be wiſued after the common Viſuation of all 
men, Then the Lord hath nst ſent me, But if the Lord create a New 
Thing, and the Earth open her mouth, and ſwallow them up, with all 
that appertains to them, and they go down quick into the put ; Then ye 
ſbalt underſtand, theſe men have jrowoked the Lord, Every Miracle, 
as hath bcen ſpoken, is a New Thing; T his is the Nature of Mi- 
racle, whether it be a Mitacle of Mercy or of Judgment; A 
New Thing of Mercy lifting up the preſent State ſettled in com- 
mon, by the Grace of the Mediator ; or a New Thing in Judgment, 
when the Mediator deſerts this State upheld by him, and Judg- 
ment breaks in above Ordinary Judgments; and this to ſhew 
that Deſolation;chat ſhall be at laſt upon this World of the Firf 
Adam, that the New Heaven and the New Earth, according to his pro- 
miſe, may come in. Thus this Opening and Swallowng Alive, is. 
like the Opening of the Lake, into which the Beaſt, and the Falſe 
Prophet, thoſe Apoſiate Pretenders to be &ns of Levi, are caſt a- 
live, Rev. 19, as the whole Autichriſtian Race ſay, They are Jews, 
but are not, but do lye, and fo are given up to Wrath by the Medi- 
ator. 

T hus it will be at the laſt Burning of the Earth, and of the Wick- 
ed upon it; Then the Mediator will bear up the World no longer. 
T hus when any-particular Perſon is deſtroy'd, cut off by Death, 
and calt into Hell, until that very Time the Mcdia:or undertakes; 
Thcn he undertakes no longer for him. 


To draw up then theſe Points to a Sum. We find the preſent: 
Stare in an Equiporge, in an Even Ballance between the Grace of, 
and by the Mediator, and che Wrath and Juſtice of God keeping 
its Hold upon this World of Apoſtate Adam ; And both the ſettic- 
ment of "Things by Grace and Mercy, and yet under Wrath 
and Juſtice, are now Call'd, aad-StyP'd, and Deem!'d to be Na- 

ture, 
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ture, the State of Nature, the Law of Nature, the Courſe of Nature 
And whatever there is either in ercyor Judgment, wherein * 
Divine Hand, a High Hand, a Hand Litted up, and mad®- 
Bare, appears, is called and ityled Miracle, 

_ The Lighrand Glory of the Heaven, the Fruitiulnefs of the 
Earth, the ſo General Health, Beauty, and Vigour, of Body ; 
the Order, Peace ang Good Government we at any time oblerye 
in the World, we 14M nct upon as Miracle, but as the Natural 
State of Things, under the General Goudnels of God; though 
indeed, as hath been ſhewn, ic is the Goodneſs of God 1n the 
Mediator ; But together with theſe, we allow Storms, Tempelts, 
Unfruicful Seafons, Peſtilence, Famine, Sickneſs, Lamenels, 
Poverty, Want. Deformity, Death, agrecable to the Courle of 
Nature alſo, and no Miracle ; Yct indeed why are They not Mi- 
raculous ? when Go made the World in ſuch an Order of Na- 
rure, if we'll call it Nature. Can we think when Cod made 
Man in that Noble State of his yn Imape, it can be any other than 
Miracle of Judgment2Men are left to be fuchButchers one of ano- 
ther; and that it is counted a Glory, a Bed of Honour to dye ſo doins: 
No, undoubredly, Even. that Chriſt ſhall Reſtore the World 
to, asthe Prince of Peace, to leara War no more, and to make the 
Battle ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth, is that which was at firſt the 
State of unfallen Nature. And all the contrary State is Miracle. 
of Judgment; however, becauſe ſetled, we: do not call it ſo 3 
When Navies and Fleets are deſtroyed-at Sea, and Nations de- 
ſtroyed and defolated, and all the Sinews of Government loo- 
ſed; we do norcall this Miracle; And yer from the Beginning 
theſe Things were nat ſo, nor deſign'd to be ſo much as Providen- 
tially Natural ; bur becaule, according -to the Wiſdom, Holy- 
neſs, and Juſtice of God, the Mediator upholds the World un- 
der this Caution and Reſerye, It ſhould give Room, and be, as it 
were, the Stage for theſe Judgments of God to have their Play in. and 
upon, T hey are fo, 

S9 though to dic be now the ordinaricſt, and moſt certain 
Thing in the World, an Ordinance, and a Dctr to Nature, as 
we call jt; vet Adam was not made t9 Lye, and to Dye is a Mi- 
racle of Juſtice, if con{tder'd according to the Orizinal Conſti- 
tution. Indeed, becauſe the Mediator undertook no further, but 
that it.1s, as the Apoſtle ſays, Fixed, Determined, Enacted, that 
All M-n ſhould dye, it is no Miracle; nor that any of the other 
05; os comman to Men, befall Men,do we account them: 

Lacics, : 
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But the Things we account Miracles, arc either the Extraor- 
dinary, Sudden, and [mmediate Strokes of Wrath and qo 3 as 
thoſe on the Old World ; onSodom and Gomorrah,on thoſe Impure 
Men of Sodom, ſtruck with Blindneſs; the Plagues on Pharoab;on 
Nadab and Abibu, the ſtroke of immediate Death by Fire from 
the Lord; the ſwallowing up Corab, Dathan and Abiram; the ſtri- 
king Vzza dead; the withering Jeroboam's_ Hand ; the ſtriking 
Urxiah with Leprofie ; the ſtriking Antioch wich an Incurable 
and Loathſome Diſeaſe; and inthe New Teſtament, the falling 
backward of the Men that came to take Chriſt; the falling down 
Dead of Ananias and Sapphirs ; the ſudden and immediate Blind- 
nels; that fel] on Elymas the Sorcerer ; Hered catcn with Worms ; 
Theſe we account Miracles of Judgment. 


On the other ſide, the Benefits God daily loadeth the Chil- 
dren of Men of all Kinds with, we account not Miracles ; but 
the Raiſing the Dead by Elijab and Elba; the Mul:iplying the 
Widows Oyl ; the Healing the Leproſie of Naaman; the preſerving Jonah 
from the Sea, in ſo wonderful an Ark as the Wha.es Belly, What 
is (aid of ourLord Jeſus, Mat. 4.2,24, when Ir is ſaid, The Fame q 
him went out throug bout all Syria ; And they brought unto him all ſic 
perfons; thoſe which were poſſe/3'd with Devils, thoſe which were Lunatick, 
and had the Palſy,and he healed them ; bt openins the Eyes of the Blind, 
cleanſing the Lepers, miking the Lam? to walk, the Dumb to ſpeak, the 
Deaf to hear ; the giving tv ſpeak with Tongues, to Interpret ſtrange 
Tongues : But above all, Raiſing the Dead appears to All perfe& 
Miracle ; the Railing of Lazarus when Dead Three Days : John 
11. 14. ſo alarm'd the Jews, and affrighted the Sanhedrim, who ſat 
in Counſel upon ir, that chey laid, If we let him alone, all men will 
believe on hi», and the Romans will come, and take away both our place, 
end our Nation. All theſe are Miracles of Mercy ; and both theſe 
ſorts, both of Judgment and-Mercy, we allow to be Miraculous ; 
becauſe they are above the Standard of Gods general Government of 
we > 7 Aa ſettlement of what we call Nature, inthis preſent 

rate of 1t. 


And thus I have labour'd in this Firſt and Fundamental Point, 
to define the Nature of Miracle; becaule it will give Light all 
along the Diſcourſe, and guide tothe chief Poinc; viz, That they 
a' pertain to the Kingdom of Chriſt, and World to come. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. II. 
Grving yet a more Strif, and Exaa Deſcrip- 


tion of Miracles, in Five Particulars. 


| Find ic neceflary to come up yet cloſer and nearer tothe Na- 
ture of Scripture-Miracles, or its Account of them; and that 
ſo, that I may ſhew how cloſe they lead up to that World ts 
come, And herein I ſhall obſerye moſt particularly the Word 
the Spirit of God uſes ro expreſs Miracles by. I will rothis pur- 
Pole infiſt on theſe Five Particulars. 


1. TheFicſt Thing that ſpeaks Miracle, and that is indeed 
the moſt Proper and Effential Deſcription of Miracles, is, Trat 
in Miracle God aQts by an immediate Hand, and docs not work 
by any Second or Subordinate Cauſe, whatever Inſtrument, Con- 
veyance, or Miniſter of his Power, he may uſe: When he 
' works perfedtly, as the Creator, he is alone, and there is no other 
with him in his Work t He ſhews himſelf immediately by his 
own Hang, and ſtretched out Arm : If God blefles Phylick, 
and the fick man is recovered, This is indeed Miracle, if we 
confider the Firſt y_y ; God 1s at the Fountain of All M-ans ; 
For he is the Firſt Cauſe. When a Man by Diligence in- bis 
Calling grows Rich; This Men ſay isno Miracle; He was a 
Diligent, and an Induſtrious, Laborious Man ; and he had, be- 
ſides, theſe and theſe Opportunities 2 But if we believe the Scri- 
pture, This is not to be attributed to the Second Cau/e, but ro 
the Firſt ; and in that,it is Miracle ; For The Bleſſing of the Lord 
maketh Rich ; and The Lord maketh Thee to erow R:ch, as we Read 
in Moſes; and a man to whom God giveth Riches, ſaith Solomon; But 
yet the- Scripture it ſelf does not call this Miracle, becauſe a 

rain of Second Cauſes waits upon the Firſt, andito a common 


Eye hides it : In Miracle God does All ; and he works like _ 
* ' 
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ſelf, ſuddenly, and not according tothe Leiſure and Slowneſs of 


the Second Cauſe; He heals immediately ; He pour'd* Riches 
on Solomon, like the moſt High Poſſeſſor of All ; He commands, and 
the Efte& ſtands up together, in the fame moment he commands : If a 


'Man hath Cataradts on his Eyes, and goes to a Skillful Oculiſt, 


and he Couches chem, as we ſpeak; we do not call this Miracle, 


becauſe an Hand of Natural Cauſe waits upon God here for 


Concurrence ; But when by the Power of Chriſt Men had their 
Eyes op-ned, without the uſe of Means, Then Every One agrees 
It is the Hand of God, and calls it Miracle, 

Tay therefore, This is One Thing in Miracle ; and I beſeech 
the ſerious Conſideration of it, becaule there 1s ſuch aflurance in 
Scriptuce, God will come to do great Things immediately by 
his own Hand; He will do them, as he ſaid,, he would Anſwer 
the Idolatrous Enquirers in Ezekzel, by Himſelf, by his own im» 
mcdiate Power. we 3nd 

According to this we arc inſtrufted, Exod. 7. 5- When 1 ſtretch 
out my Hand, ſaith God, upon Mgypgt. Miracic is the flretching 
out of God's Hand; and ay 8,19, when the Magictans could noc 
do What Moſes did, They then ſaid, Thzs ze the Finger of God. 


Here then is the Nature of Miracle; Ir is God's ſkewing his 
own Finger : The Mazicians ated by a Power, as we ſay, be- 
hind the Curtain ;. They aCcd by the Devil. Bur when A 
ſmote the Duſt of the Earth, and it became Lice, T hen the Mgficians 
themſelves acknowledged, Tits 7s the Finger of God # becauſe 
they tryed to do ſo with their Enchantments , and couted-not. I his 
theretore pla'nly declares Miracle, when it comes to thar, that 
no Angelical Power can do it, nor can he truſted to do ity as 
God's Commiſſioner ;, T hen it is Miracle; Thea ic is a Power of the 
World to come, which Ged hath not put into Sutjettion to Angels, ei- 
ther Good or Bad, T he Magicuns __ by the Intervention, and 
utmoſt Power of Bad Angels, did ſome Things, ' as Moſes and Aa- 
ron, ſo long they did not own Miracle : But when they come to 
that, They ating by, Created Power could not do,ncr were any 
way Commiſſion'd to do; T hen they cryed out, The Finger of 
Eod. And it is very obſervable, our Lord makes uſe of the ve- 
rv ſame word, in arguing the Truth of that ſo great Miracle of 


* Caſting out that Potent Devil, Luke 11. by the Power of God, 


and not as the Magicians, by. the Power of Belzebub, or the De- 
vil, as the Magicians did, If I by the Finger of God caſt out Devils, 


ſaith Chriſt, then no doubt the Kingdom of God 7s come m_ ou ; 
Where 
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-_ are Two Things moſt Remarkable concerning Mira= - 
cles, 


7. That Miracles are by the immediate Power of God Patra- 
red,or Effefted. | 

2, Thar there is a certain, undoubted, and inſcparable Con: 
nexion berween the Kingdom of God, or the World to come, a 
Miracles, or EffeQts of the Immediate Divine Power, or Finger, 
which ſhall indeed br'ng it in; All in it being Higheſt Power, and 
fois All, that works for it. 


There is therefore a peculiar Word choſen by the Spirit of 
God in the New Tefament, to Expreſs Miracle by ; and it is 
d\yve.,ug, or Power, fo very often in Scripture ; and moſt Re- 
markably Mi-acles are call'd, Heb. 6, Powers of the World to 
come. ow | find by the Conſent of the moſt Sane Interpreters, 
Thoſe Powers of the World to come, arc underſtood of Miracles ; 
They are Powers Demonſtrative of Immediate Divine Power, 
and Powers proper to the World to come, prepar'd for all manner of 
Service toit ; and which ſhall in the Duc and Juſt Time intro- 
duce it; and, as I obſerved before, we find the ſame Expreffion 
taken out of Ezodws;and lo Aﬀs4.T bey are the Hand of God ſtretch- 
ed out, and his Arm, as Scripture ſpeaks, made Bare, 

W hen the Hand and Arm of Ged have Natural Means. or Sez 
cond Cauſes co attend and wait on their Motion, then bis Hand 
is not ſtretched out to the urmolt Length or Line of Aion, reach- 
ing that Effect ; but ir adds the Line of the Attion of thoſe Se- 
' cond Cauſes, though but a Cypher without him ; ' yet he being 
before them, inthem, with them, rchey are of Value; and fo 
his Hand and Arm are Cleathed, Shrowded, with theſe, as we call 
them, Natural Cauſes, and not Naked and Bare, T here is another 
- Expreffion, whereby alſo this Immediate Power is made known 
to us; and that is uſed, Dan 2. 34, 45- and Dan. 8. 21. Withut 
Hind; And fo it is uſed in Calcs ot Cloſe Connexion with the 
World tocoms, 2 Cor. 5-1. and Heb, 9, 11. of that Houſe, and State 
of $a nts and Spiriis in Heaven, that they may net be found Naked ; 
till they are Cloath'd upon with thin Houſe from Haven, Glorious 
Bolli-s of the Reſurrefion, in the Nev 7Fhſalem, coming down from 
Heawen, And that Houſe Now in Heaven, is the ſame Tabernacle 
Chriſt ts entered into, * Sv that it is (aid, in regard to Saints, even 
as to Chriſt, (bur of 'him as Principal and greg It is made 


without Hands; That is, It is the Work of the Immediate 
D Power 
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Power of God. In the fame manner it is usd of a Circumcifion: 
made without Hands, Col, 2, 11- 

Now -in All Theſe, it is moſt Evident, This manner of ſpeak- 
ing is on purpoſe choſen by the Divine Spirit ro impart to us 
Immediate, Divine, and Miraculous Power ; fo it Equa]ly im- 
perts Things not of This Werld, not of This *Frame, not of This- 
Building, but that have intimate and undivided Connexion with- 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and World to come. 

As our Lord Chriſt therefore, when he Opened the Eyes. of the 
Blind, when he Healed the Sick. when he Reſioredthe Lame, when. 
he ſent out Apoſiles.to Preech in All Languages, he did nor call for 
the Curious Oculiſt, the Learned Phyfician, the Skillful Chy- 
rurgion, the Learned Linguiſts ro hebp him, or to haſten to in- 
ſtrufin all Tonoues : He wrought all pithout Hands +: When he 
works by his Grace, in the Hearts of his Servants, to make 
them New Creatures by that Circumciſton made without Hands; 
when he prepares. th? place of his Servants, Builds the Palace of his- 
Kinzdom.; when he breaks his Enemes, He does All without. 
Hands. 

Now you know, as among Men, One of the Chicf Meaſures 
for Every Building, is by Fingers and Hands, and fo on ; and. for 
Every Entcrpriſc, and Undertaking, we {till account, how ma- 
ny Hands are prepared to work in it; So the Wars that are car- 
ried on in the World, They are wag'd by the Hands of the Men 
of Might ; They finding their Hands, as David (ſpeaks, the Hands. 
Taught to FVar, and the Fingers to fight. And they. that- have 
Moſt, and Ableſt Hands; we forc-ſpeak to them the Greateſt 
Succeſs, At this Day we are ready to fay, ſuch a Prince is fo 
mighty, has ſo many Hands; who 1s able to'contend with him > 
How Signiticanr therefore is this Expreffion of Almighty Power 
working without hands ? | 

Remember therefore, This is One of the Eſſentials of. Mira- 
cle ; It is the Finger of God; it is the Hand of God ſtrerchedout ;, it 
is the Arm of Ged made Bare ; it is working without Hands, or -that- 
(as ſome Learned interpret of the Stone cut out of the Mountains ) 
is not in any Hands 3 the Managements as to him arcnot entruſted 
to any Humane Created an1 ; he works all by himſelf without 
Hand. | 

Thus in All theſe Expreſſions it appears Miracle is d\iwews, 
Power, ' Naked Power, Pure, Perfett Per. 

But becauſe I have before urg'd, That however we are Blind, 
and cannot {ce a-far off, we cannot ſee back into the Retiring 

Room 
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Room of Things; yer if we coyld, we ſhould find, that all rhe 
Springs of Motion, and Aion, of Life, yea, of very Being, 
are without Hand ; and ſo Miracle is in Every T hing, Power 
is in Every Thing ; and ſo here what we call Miracle, and no 
Miracle, does not differ ; tyll Things come more into.the Great 
Hall of this World, where Millions of Hands, or Second Cau- 
ſes, are at work ; So that the Difference upon the whole, in 
what we call Miracle, and not Miracle, is, That in Miracl 
Power without Hand gocs.all the way ; In 'Fhings not Miracle, 
Created Hands take from God their ſhare of Ation and Appear- 
ance; and hereupon we. attribute All; through our Frupidity, 
Carnality and Unbelicf, to Created Hands; and God 1s hid- 
den, his Hand Covered and Shrouded : God therefore ſtregch- 
es out his Hand in Miracle , He lifts up his Hand, and makes 
Bare his Arm, and Forces Men to ſay, Thts zs the Finger of God, 
But becauſe God does not this Every Day, but ſeldom hitherto, 
therefore a Second Charatter of Miracle ariſes. 


2, Miracle is properly ſomething , that in regard of the 
Newneſs, and unuſualneſs of ir, makes Men Gaze, and look 
upon it with Wonder and Admiration; and from this Paſſion 
it raiſes in Men, it is call'd, Wonder, or Miracle ; and becauſe 
Men are Alarm'd, and Expe& ſome Great Event upon it, it is 
call'd Sign, or Portent, in the Sacred Language of both the New 
and Old Teſtament. Two Words in the Hebrew denote Signs, 
and-another expreſſes Y/Yonder ; and fo in the Greek, ſometimes 
Miracles arc remark'd to us by a Word properly rendered Sign, 
and ſometimes by a Word ſignifying YVYonder and ſurpriſe, 

And though 1 bave before Aﬀerted, T hat herein alſo the 
Works of God, though conſtant and perpetual, are yet alſo 
New and Freſh; our Lite, Health, Freedom, All we Enjoy, are 
Freſh Mercies and Compaſſrons, New Every morning, every moment 3 
T hey are nor the Mercies we had yeſterday, but New werciest I 
deſire this Remark may be upon all our Hearts, to raiſe us to 
Thankfulneſs, Dependence, telf Reſignation, and Obedience; 
yet becauſe theſe Every-days mercics of God, we ſeem ro hold 
by a.more conſtant Tenure of Providence, that exerciſeth Lavinge 

kindneſs on the Earth, . Scripture it ſelt calls Miracles of Mercy or 
Judgment, New Things ; what God does in Mercy or in Diſ- 
pleaſure ordinarily, we are ſo acquainted with, and they look 
fo like one another, that we look not upon them, as new ; - buc 


when God does thoſe great things, we call Miracles, we are in a 
. D 2 Wen- 
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Wonder, at an Amaze, we ask what is this a fign of? nay. if 
things unuſual fall out, and appear, although we account the 
things not Miracies, bur Wonders, as a Comet in the Heavens, 
great Eclipſes, ſtrange Inundations, Earth- guakes; we are Alarm'd, 
and Moy'd, and are ready to look for ſome extraordinary 
Things coming upon the Earth; And unuſual Events in Proyi- 
dence, either of Mercy or Aﬀfiition, make great Difcourſes a- 
mong Men as to their expeQarions. | 

And herein, fo far as God permits him, the Devil is as_often 
as he can, doing Wonders, or ſtravge T hings; and fo arc his 
Miniſters, either by, or without his known help, of which fort arc 
all the Antichriſtian Signs and Lying Wonde:$,and hereunto alſo 
may bc reduced the many Policies and curious Deſigns of Men 
of Power, and great Motion in the World, that amuſe ordi- 
nary Beholders ; but all theſe, with the Artifices of men | 
Jower Figure, are no more, than greater or lefler Puppet play, 
moving things by Wires unſeen, and unobſerv'd ; but God does 
' Indeed th ngs truly great, and New, and puts thereby a New Song 
of Praiſe into the mouths of h#s Servants; for they are indeed Signs 
and Wonders and mighty Atts, 

And they are indeed New, becauſe> as I have faid, they are 
all Peices, Parcels, Portions of that New Creation, the New Heaven 
and New Earth ; that New World, the World to come, the Reſtitution 
of All things whereof we ſpeak, as is further to be ſhewn. | 

But at the preſent, | reſt upon that, which hath been already 
nam'd,as the {teaddy Repreſentation of a Miracle, in ſtridt ſpeak- 
ingfto us; it is theLords Creating a New Thing in the Earth ; | only 
add, that proportionably to the New Heaven, and the New Earth 
C of makes in the Souls of his, what he calls, A new Creation, anew 
Heart, and a New Sp rit, Old things paſſing away, all becomes New. 


3. The more proper, and Adequate Charater of Miracles 
is, that they are Portions, and Parcels, Pledges, and afſurances 
of the World to come, and of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus - 
Chriſt, of the New Heaves, and of the New Earth, of the New 
Creation of God ; whoever looks cloſely, and Intentively into 
them, ſtall find ; that becauſe the Old Creation as under the 
"Curſe, through Sin and Apoſtaſy of the Fir# Adam, will not, can- 
not ſerve the Ends of the Glory of God, of the Creator, and 
'of Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord and Heir of At; by whom, and for 
whom they were all made; and of his Body, rhe Church, the ful- 
neſs of him that filleth All in AY, Therefore a new Creation 4s - 


A Diſcowſe of Miracles. 21 


bebrought in, and it is to be brought in by a Diſſolution of the 


Old, a Total Difſotution. of the Old Creation, the World of 
the Firft Adam; and a Reſtitution of all things, and even an Exalta. 
tion into a far Higher, and more excellent State than the firſt; 

Now this is to be done by Immediate Power in both Parts; of 
Mercy, and Zudement, elſe neicher Could be done; No Hand 
bur that, which pur rogether this *Frame, can Diſſolye it; no 
Hand, but that which holds it together, can eitker ler ir go, or 
ſtir up thoſe Tumults, and Combultions, that ſhall bring it co its 
End ; whictr is a further Argument, that Creation and dayly 
Suſtentation are Miracle, Efte&ts of immediate Power, for cl(c 
fome, however unknown to us , Diſorders, and, Crots, and 
Counter Motions .of Second Con, had Defeated the Frit 
Creation, or long ſince brought this Frame to Ruine; if there 
had been none to Guide, or Suftain them, but themſelves: And 
hereby it is alſo Evident, the low State, in which the Creation 
is, is Miracle or Immediate Power of Juſtice ; for elfe the 
Goodneſs of the Creat:r had undoubtedly kept it up to its firſt 
Being in al! things Good, and very Good ; Infnite, Immedi- 
ate Power hath let it down ſo low, and no lower. 

Again, on the fide of Mercy, and Grace; fo far, and ſo 
much, as the Creation is gone down, and fallen from it felf 
through Divine Juſtice, Retiring the' Omniportent Conſerving 
Hand of Power, that wonld have kept it.up; or ſuffering thole 
DeſtruQive Counter-Motions in the Parts ot it, or in the Princis 
ples of Motion; Omnipotency alone can Repair, and Fill up 
thoſe Gaps, and Hollows in the Preſent State, and etfeEt a Reſtitus 
tion of All Things, and Deliver the Creation now in Bondage, from 
that Servitude under which it hath ſo long, and yer Gronesz and 
much more That Almighty Hand alone can Raiſe it ahove 
what it was at Firſt ; ſo that Miracle runs throvgh all. Now 
ſeeing ſuch a Both Diſſolution, and —_— and Exaltation of 
the Creation is Decrced by God ; 1t becomes þim, by whom are All 
Things, and for whom are All Things, and by whom, and for whom, 
this very Dijolution, and Refitunon is ; togive warning, to make 
Credic, and Aſſarance of Theſe, even of Both; and therefore, 
as I have already Argued, and ſhall much further Argue in the 
Part of this Diſcourſe allorred to ir ; T hat Miracles are Porrers of 
dhe World to come,every way proper and peculiar tw ithp 


| 4+ Miracles are therefore Conjoyned with ſome Eminent, and 
Natable Appearance of t.1c World to Come ; As at the bringing $.of 
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the People of 1ſrael out of ' Egypt, and into. the, Land of Canaan, the 
Promiſed Land ; and ſo when Chriſt was here in the World, and 
the Apoſtles ſo Preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, as if it 
had been immediately to appear; and ſo mugh more when thar 
Kingdom ſhall indeed appear For elſe Miratles would be as Seals to 
a Blanck; This therefore DeteAs al! Falſe Miracles, and Lying 
Honders, that they are not in purſuance of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
And this is moſt Evident, as was ſaid before, by our Saviours Iln- 
ference from the Truth of that mighty work of Caſting out the 
Deaf and Dumb Devil, and that is was done by the Finger of God ; 
that no doubt, the Kingdom of God was come upon them, as he ſhews: 
Luke 11. For Miracles cannot be without the Kingdom of God in 
Eminent Appearance. | 


5, Miracles muſt, being Parts, and Peices of the World to 
come, give greateſt Aﬀurance of themſelves to be the mighty 
works of God ; this Afſurance mult be given tothe whole man, 
to theMind, Underſtanding, inward and outward Scoſes; for this 
is Aſſurance to the whole Man. The Underſtanding is oft un- 
der Error, and miſtake, wherein .it is not Sery'd, and Miniſtred 
to by Senſe; Senſe is oft deluded, when the mind does not make 
a Judgment. . When both make a full Judgments This is as < 
great Alſuranc?, as the Intelletual, ſenſible Being of Man 
1s capable of; and therefore Reſiſtance to ſuch Light is Blaſ- 
phemy againſt the He!y Spirit, which is Blaſpbeming againſt full Con- 
viction of Divine Power,and Appearance, Mat.1 2,31-Mark. 3 18, 
Luke 12. 10. The Miracles therefore proper to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, are Armed at all Points by Infallible Proofs, as that grand 
Miracle of the Reſurredon of Chriſt was, Atts 1, 3, And thus 
they ought to be, from their Relation to the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
which ſhall give all aſſurance of it ſelf to the whole Man, and 
for ever remove all poſſibility of doubt from Saints, who ſhall 
fee then Eye to Eye ; and from wicked Men, who woul not ſee, 
but fhal! ſee in that day. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. | 


Of the Reaſons, or ends of Miracles, 45 they 
are generally Aſfen'd by thoſe, who bave 
Writ upon them. 


. | ry now to ſhew the Ends, and great Uſes, and Purpoſes of 

' God in Miracles, what he intends towards the Children of: 
men by them. - $ 

And I will Argue the thing Freely, both on the one fide, and 
the other; becaute I know, the generality of Chriſtians, and of 
the Interpreters and Teachers of rhe Dofrine of Miracles,  al- 
molt of all Judgments, and perſuaſions, are very narrow, and; 
canfined in their Apprehenfſions concerning the Reaſons, or ends: 
of Miracles ; and have not confider'd this great End of them, 
their relation to the Yo#ld to come, or to the Kingdom of Chriſt, 

Far be it from me to take upon me,burt I ſay ;By ev.dence from 
the Word of God, it will appear, that this is the far greateſt- 
End of Miracles, which hath been Overſecn, not conlidered,. 
nor looked into, altho the Head of the Corner; and yet other: 
Ends or Reaſons of them are to be duly conſidered alſo, 


j "ER 


CO ED 
——— 


1. Agreat end of Miracles is to call Men to an immediate: 
_ Conſideration of God; For Mfn can put off God in Ordinary- 
Things, and ſay, Nature did it; this or that Natvral Cauſe; :; 
Did you not ſee, ſay they, how this, or taat Natural Cauſe: 
wrought; and take away (lay they) the Natural 'Cauſe, andthe: 
Effet will notbe produced. As'if a Man lies itill, and des no- 
thing, he doth not grow Rich, if he had not Riches, and an 
Eſtate before ; and b leta man be under a Difeaſc, if he does: 
not ſend for a Phyſician, then Nature, and the Diſeaſe muſt . 
Conteſt it, and difpure it together; and it is odds againſt Nature, 
it: 
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it will be overcome if you take away the Fire, ſay they, there 
ſhall be no Warmth; if you take away. the Sun, there can be no 
Light; ſo men leave God out ; and therefore to awaken Bruitiſh 
Men, that do not conlider God is at rhe Spring of all, and that 
he concurs with all, that Reaches any End; God yery often 
croſſes, and thwarts what we count the Courle of Natural 
Caules, The Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, nor 
Bread to the Wiſe, nor Favour to the Men of underfanding, but the 
Iiſe, and their Works are in the Hands of God, the God of Nature ; 
Eeclef. c. 9. v. I- 11. 

All this notwithſtanding, moſt men do not perceive ; God 
therefore hath not been wanting to the World to give ſome ex- 
rraordinary Appearances , and to make himſelt known by a 
Hand, and Arm ſtretched out, and made bare ; and it is a great Aggra-« 
_ vation, if Mendo'not take notice hereof. This was the great 

fin of Pharoh, that he harden'd his Heart againſt all choſe mighty 
Works of God done before him, and upon him. This fin highly 
provoked God againſt the Iſraelites, That they ſaw his Works forty 
years, and yet always Err'd in their Hearts, and did not know the ways 
of God, Heb. 3. 9 10. ' So ſays Chriſt, f I bad not come, and done 
among them the works, that no other Man did, They had bad no fin, but 
now they have both ſeen and hated, both me, and my Father , John 


86-34 |, 

From all this, It is very Evident,Miracles ought to be vehement 
Perſuaſions ro Faith, Loye, Obedience, Self-Refignation, ac- 
cording to any Manifeſtation of God to Men, with which Mi- 
racles go along ; Bur yer conſider on the other {1de, That though 
this is oue greatend of Miracles, yet it is not worthy to be the 
chief, or Adequate End of Miracles ; For let theſe two or three 
things (tand in Counter-ballance to ſuppoling fo. 


1. That the general Works of God, and thoſe in ordinary, 
or Conſtancy, are fo great, that Men are without excuſe , in not 
Fearing God, and.-Lovivg, andObeying him, altho there had 
never been a Miracle in extraordinary in the World; as I have 
ſhewn trom Rom. 1. 20. The inviſible things of God, even his Eter- 
nal Power, .and4 Godheal are fo manifeſt from the Creation ; All 
Men who do not Glorify him as God, and who ſerve the Creature, 
more than the. Creator bleſſed for ever, are without excuſe ; if God had 
not done enough without Miracles. then indeed there would 
certainly have been Miracles upon this only account, that men 
might have no juſt Reaſon to complain of God. 


And 
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And ſo letusconſfider that of Jerem. 10. 6, Who would not fear 
[thee ? Oh Lord, King of Nations ; For to thee doth it appertain-; For as 
much as there is none like unto thee , For thou art Great, and thy Name 
#s great in might 3 When he uttereth his Voice, There is a multitude of 
' Waters in the Heavens ; And mil ye not fear me, ſaith God, who have 

placed the Sand for a Bound to the Sea, that though the Waters tofs 
themſelves they cannot paſs over ; Are ye {0 Bruitiſh, $0 inconſide- 
rate, ſo unreaſonable, that ye will not fear me? Every day 
God doth Great Things and Miracles, and that without number. ; 

It is not therefore, that God hath not given Evidence enough, 
for he hath given abundantly 'cnovgh ; yea, though Men ha 
not the Light of his Word, They are without Ezcuſe ; How 
much more are they without Excuſe, who have the Light of 
that, even of the Goſpel of Glory! 

I do not deny, that God makes a greater Offer of himſelf by 
Miracles, conſidering Mens great Stupidicy; They are to excite 
them, who Believe not, I grant; yer I am much perſwaded, 
there is ſo much, enongh, and «co ſpare of Evidence and Afur- 
ance of God, that if that hid b-en the ſole end of Miracles to 
offer a further Evidence or Morive of acknowledging God ; if 
there had not been a greater End, than that, There had neyer 
be2n a Miracle in the World ſhewn on that Account, 

2. Let it be well weighed, thar as Chriſt ſays, If 7 had not done 
among them, the Works that no other Man did, they had had no fin : 
So he ſays, If Thad net come and ſjoken to them, they had not had fin, 
but now they have no Cloak fur their Sin ;, tha he ſhould bave done no 


Miracle. | 
That alſo weighs much with me; That the great End of Mi- 


racle is not to Convince Men, or move them home to God, 
Luke : 6, ult. They have Moſes and the Prophets, if they will not 
believe them, neither will they be perſwaded, though one Roſe from the 


Dead. 

I do moſt ſincerely, and with All clearneſs, and fairneſs de? 
fire to Reaſon theſe things, that I may ſee, whether the things, 
I deſign in this Diſcourſe, will hold, or not. | | 

. lam very confident Take any man of the Family, where 
there has been a great deal of Wickedneſs, and Prophaneneſs, 
and looſneſ5of Living ;z and ſo the Courts, where there has been 
ſacceſſive Debauchery, careleſſneſs of all Religion, abundance 


of Pride, Luxury, and Senſualityz and if God ſhould bring 
back any of thoſe Princes, or Coartiers, or Family-Relations, 
from the Dead, a ad he ſhould lay. I was within ſuch 609008 

0 
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Qf time, as you are now. Walking in the ſame Yanity of Mind, 
Erving my Gi mer to work alf Uncleanneſs,with greedineſs,running into all 
exceſs of Riot . AR fur the preſent Enjoyment, . never thinking what would. 
Come afcer phat would become of me for evergbut nowl feel the Torment, 
and Woe of it; and have obtain'd Liberty. :o.come to Adviſe 
you, that you would Repenr, and Reform, that you may not 
come inro the ſame ſtare of Torment; we ſhould. be ready to 

think, this would certainly move us, and reclaim us ; but you: 
ſec; what he ſays, that Knew all Men, and tha: knew, whar was 

in; Man, and. needed not, that any one ſhould . Teſtify to him of Man, . 
what he would do in ſuch a Cafe ; he Aﬀyres us T his would not per- 

ſwade ; Now the very ſame thing, by all proportion of Senſe, 
Reaſon, Experience, may be ſaid concerning -.the Works of 
God, the Providence of God, the Word of 'Ged : If Men are 

not perſwaded by theſe, neicher would they be perſwaded by Mira-- 
cles, were they never ſo great and many ; this theretore Argues: - 
tome; Tomove Men to Conyerſicn, and Repentance is not the. 
proper, and Adequate Reaſon of Micacles. 


2: I would further ſtrengthen this by the obſervation of the- 
Behaviour of thoſe, to whom Miracles were more immediately: 
Dire&ed ; and we may find, how they ſtood .up like Rock a+ 
gainſt the Force of them, as we ſee ia Pharob;, Would any one 
think God ſhould ſend upon him Ten Miraculous Plagues, one. 
after another, to take him down, and bring him intoSubjeRion 
to God; -and that at laſt we ſhould find him Driving int» the Heart : 
a the Sea, after the People of God, and then overwhelmed, che 

n God had ſo often warn'd him of, and Plagued him for ; and 

t thus it was : | acknowledg God magnified his Power, and got 
himſelf a great-Neme in his Deſtruion ; but we may ſee there 
was a further Relation tothe Morld to come, by the Recalling the 
Song of Moſes at. the Red Sea, the place of. his Periſhing, , and 
Joyning it with + the Song. of. the Lamb'*; _and by the paralel 
Courſe of the ſeven Pals deltroying Spiritual Egypt, as was before 
intimated, Rev. 15. 

In the fame manner the Miracles of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles 
were Dire&ed firſt, and immediacely on the Jews of. That time ; 
Bur how little they Avail'd ro Converſion; we know beyond 
Doubt ; . | do not deny, God Juſtitied himfelf more abundantly 
thereby. in. their , utter Deſtrution by the Romans,. abour forty 
years after; But the Intereſt the Kingdom of Chriſt prevail'd beyond 
that End. of Conyerfign, For.1t Faildz But .when that + 
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firſt Propoſed, How Proper it wastomake ſo-glorious an appear- 
-Ance ike Kingdom.that ſhall fully appear in its own time(tho 
nat then, that not being the proper Time) in a like,bur much 
greater and more [l[uſtrious Efficacy - of Miracles, 


3. The moving-men home to 'God cannot be the adequate 
end of Miracles : God hath been pleaſed ro bring ſome Home 
ſuddenly without Miracle ; as Matthew the Publican, Mart. 9. g. 
and the Apoſtle prefers, 2 Cor. 14. 23. Pro ny oo Poweriul 
Preaching the Goſpel, as above Miracles for the End of Con- 
verſion or 4 more Spiritual, Inward, Miraculous Power above 
a Miracle that ſeems more wonderful to ſenſe, 217, a Speaking 
with all manner of Tongues, or Leagnages And indeed That 
great and mighty Work of Converſion, whatever ſervice it may re= 
Cceive frovr Miracles, yet is much morc to be acknowledged to the 
Spirit of Gud poppy d out, and laying hold on thoſe Ordain'd to Eternal 
Life, than to Miracles ; which much affures, T his working upon the 
Hearts of Men to a ſenſe of God is not the End of Mrracles in a 
full, dirct Adequar.on tv its, 


2. It is affigned, as a much more Agreable, and Commenſu- 
rate end of N iracles, that they are Given as a Teſtimony from 
Heaven of the truth of any Divine Revelation from Heaven, of 
the will, and mind of God. Touching any Law, or Rule of 
Faith,worſt:ipand Lite in order to Erernal Life, eſpecially when 
the Points of that Revelation are above, over, and ſuper-added 
te the Law and Lighr, which we Call, of Nature; or to any 
former Manifeſtation, and Declaration of the Will of God, that had 
been fixed and ſerled in the Church, and among the People of 
God throughout their Generations ; ſuch Miraculous Power is there- 
fore given into the Hand of ſuch Miniſters of Divine Pleaſure, as he 
hath Choſen for it. 

T hus a great Preſence of Divine Power was with Moſes, the 
Servant of God, in the fixing that whole Frame of the Ceremonial 
Law; T hus the Tabernacle, and Service of it was fill'd with the 
. glorious coming down of God into it ; ſo Solomons Temple was, 
as we may ſay, Conſecrated by God himſelf, 

And thus Eſpecially, and much more T hat ſupreme Revelation 
of the Gfpel, tor the Excellency of the Declaration it ſelf, for the 
Glory of the Lord, by whom it begah tobe ſpoken: for the ſake 
of ſo great and Antieht a SahRion, as that of the Moſaick Law; 
Which it gave' a Ceſſation t6, not - much by Abrogatio n, as fulfil- 

2 ing 
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ihg itz was ſo Scal'd; in all rheſe Regards God bare Witneſs to Chriſt,. 
and. tothe Apoſtles by Divers Signs, Wonders, Miracles, and gifts. 
of the, Holy Spirit, according to his-Will,. by 

' In the afſured Knowledg hereof, Chriſt ſaid, The Works, 
which the Father bath giv?n me to do, bear Witneſs of me, Believe me 
for the Works ſake, Joha 5. 36, c. 14- 11. The Apoltle Peter lig- 
nifies the Boldneſs in ſpeaking the word of God ariting from the 
figns, and wonders, that were done by the Name of the Holy Child. 
Feſus, As 4. 39, Paul, and Barnabas fpake the mord of God boldly, 
the Lord giving Teſtimony to that word of his Grace, and granting Signs, 
and Wonders to be done by their Hands, Aﬀts 14. 3. Theſe moyed 
men to Believe, This beginning of Miracles did Jeſus in Cana of 
Galilee; and manifeſted forth his Glory, and his Diſciples believed on 
bim. John 2. 11: Chriſt makes it the great Aggravation of the 
unbelief of .the Jews, that he did the Forks among them, that no 
man elſe ever did, John 15.24. 

Now from all theſe Scriptures Joyn'd with the Reaſon of the 
thing it ſclF, It is undeniable, The Confirmation ofthe Truth of 
the Goſpel, was a principal end of Miracles; and that hereby 
men might. be made obedient by Word, and Deed, through mighty Signs . 
and Wonders, by the Power of the Spirit of God, Rom. 15. 19. 

Bur all thi> notwithſtanding, which 1 mgſt Fully and Hum® 
b ag optic 5 I have yet many things to obſerve upon, by 
which it may Appcar ; This is not the Adequate cnd of Mi- 
TAciEs: ; 
. Now that wherein, Ic appears, The confirmation of the 
Doftrine of the Goſpel is not the chiefend, or Reaſon of Mira- 
cles, is, That Miracles need a Confirmation from the Dottrine 
Preached, with which they go along and are Joyn'd, as well as 
the DoQrine needs a Confirmation from Miracles ; Nay, 
Doarine may Prove it ſelf by it-ſelf,* when Miracles cannor 
prove themſelves withour the Doftrine ; This appears from 
many-Great- Scriptures, as Deuteronomy. 13, 1. If there Ariſe among 
you a Prophet, and He giveth thee a fign or a wonder, and the ſign, or. 
wonder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us g0 after 
other Gods, which Thou haſt not Knows, and let us ſerve them ; Thou , 
ſhalt not -Hearken to the words of that Prophet, 8&c. For the Lord your 
God. proveth you, &c- You ſhall therefore walk after the Lord your God, 
&c. ifany Dodrines then be not according ro what God hath . 
betore ſpoken in his word, and to thoſe main points of the Love, | 
and Fear of God and rhe Rewards he hath promiſed, and Pun- 
iments: he. bach . Threatened '3 Alchough ſuch a Contrary. 

| | Deuating. 
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Dodrin be Confirm'd with ſuch Appearances of a ſign,or wonder, 
as cannot-be Diſtinguiſhed by very Judicious obſervers trom a 
Real Miracle; This will not Juſtify the perſon that turns aſide 
from the Commands or Doctrines that are indeed from God, 
whichought to be weighed by all the Juſt Rules, and Charadters 
of Trying truth. 

According to this Grand cautionthus Given by God, T he 7ews 
might have been excuſed in Refuſing to withdraw irom the 
Moſarc Law 3 or to receive Chriſt as the Meftah and Son of God, 
notwithſtanding all the Miracles wrought by our Lord, and by 
his Apoſtles ; it the Do&rine,and Aﬀion,and high Acknowledg- 
ment of God, of All holineſs ; if the Excellencies alwaies moſt 
Bright, and ſhining from our Lord,&c. If the Divinelſs of all his 
Preaching, His cleareſt dicovery of cternal Life, andeverlaſting 
Puniſhment upon all unholyneſs had not vindicated, and de- 
monſtrated ir ſelfto be of God ; Chriſt therefore fays, as before 
obſerved: Jobn 15. 22. If 1 had not come, and ſpoken to them, they 
had no ſin ; but now they have no Cleake for their ſin; and ſo Jebn 14. 10. 
Chriſt ſaich. Toe words Tſpeak unto you, 1 ſpeak not of my ſelf, but the 
Father that dwelleth in me, He doth the works. Certainly ourLord Im- 
Piycs, His very Doctrinewas all Miracle , All works; the works of 
his Father as well as the very Miracles, or Works ftriftly fo called. 

Tus Chriſt Argucs from theDirect I endencyof all his whole 
Miniſtry, and deſign, ſo manifeſtly trending to the Ruine of Sa- 
thans Kingdom, that he coald nor be ful t Acting by way 
of Colluſton with Sathaz ; except Sathau couldefe liuppoled to be 
Dzvided cgainſt Himſelf, and to Deſtroy his own Kingdom ; Elſe 
the Pretence had been plauſible, if all the Dofrine of Chriſt had 
not been Infinictely Holy, and Infinitely pure ; DeſtruRive to Sa- 
tan 2nd his Kingdom Matt. 12. Mark 3, ant Luke. 11. 

The Apoſtle Pecer Comparing the Miraculous viſion of our 
Lords Transfiguration, Preters the Word of Prophecy, as more ſure, . 
2. Pet. 1.19, 

And the Apoſtle Pal makes the powerful Preaching of rhe - 
Truths of the Gulpel, more Convincing of the mighty preſence: 
of God in Church- Aﬀſemblies, then Miracles, or miraculous 
Gifts of Tongues were, 1 Cor. 14, 26. For hereby, (ith he, the Se 
crets of mens Hearts will be Diſcovered, and they will Fil down, and 
worihip God, and fay, He is among his Servants of a Tru, 

Ecom all this, Ic is moſt wanitelt ; The Contirmation of the 
T:uchs of the Goſpel is not the Adequate end of Miracics, ur a 
Reaſon of tacm Commenſurate co them 3; Becauſe rhvy do not 
(ufficicntly - 
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ſufficiently ſerve that.end, nor anſwer that Reaſon ; Tf therefore 
They had been fupremeiy to thatend, or Reaſon of chem; There 
is no doubt They ſhould to the very utmoſt, and laſt point of 
effec have produced that Confirmation; For ſuch mighty »orks 
of God-Cannot be once ſuppoſed to be in yain ; asthey muſt be, 
if they donor Arttain their End, or are not Prineipal in Attaining 
it : As it hath been made out, I hey arenot. 
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CHAP. V. 


Wherein the Grand Scope of the Diſcourſe is 
Enldeauoured to be truly Fixed, viz. That 
the Chief and Adequate End, and Rea- 
fon of Miracles is ; That they are Porti- 


; LL 


ons and Pledges, Peices and Parcels and- 


Portions of #he Kingdom of Chriſt, or of 
the World to Come, and to Bring it in at 


Laſt ; 


Come now to that Part of this Diſcourſe, wherein as in a 

Center, All the lines of it meet;that is, to ſhew,thar the Princi- 
pal, and moſt Adequate Reaſon of Miracles is; that They Bear a 
ſtrict. cloſe, and Inſeparable Relation to thart-world to come, 
whereof, ſaith the Apoſtle, we ſpeak ; And becauſe I his world is 
to come, and they have not yet Introduced it ; Therefore they 
canbe no more then Parts or Peices, and Portions, and nor the 
entire ſum ; Pawns, and Pledges, and not the very Kingdom, 
not that very world it ſelf. 


- And in the attaining ofthis, It will be found ; That what- 
eycr account can be given of Miracles, as if this moying mens 
Hearts 
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Hearts Home to God were an end, or Reaſon of tthem; or as if 
the Confirmation ofthe Duftrine of the Goſpe}. were an cnd by 
it ſclt, worthy of them, eycn T har account wilt be. Found to Lye 
io their Relation, Thoſe very cticQs have to t)at world to come, as - 
will be 1cen in the Particulars, 1 ſhall now preſent in order. - 


Areum, 1, If there be fuch a World ts Crone, as the Scripture 
hath abundantly declared, there is; then every thing wherein: 
the Preient S:ace of the World is lifted up above ii felf, or the 
preſent Courſe of ſ:tled Nature , (which being by Immediate Power, 
and not in tbe vraznary manner of Upbold:ng, and merciful Governing 
the World , w2 therefore call Miracle , ) is in-its very own 
Nature a Piedp; and Aﬀurance of fuch a Refwuiion, wr New Crea- 
tion, or W {id to Come, as we ſpeak of, ane zs a part, or portion of it, 
es is a Specimen, and a little part of what we ſhall ſee in full, and. 
whole. 

And on the other fide, it there by any thing done in Judgment, 
in ſuch . Extraordinary and Miraculous manner ; breaking the Frame 
of the Preſent State, either in any more Efential Settlement, or in 
the general Courſe of Gods Government of the World ; itis an Aﬀurance- 
to us, that he will Dijſalve the preſent #orldzto make room for a new 
World, and to bring in Univerſal Judgment upon the Ungodly : on 
which account, all Extraordinary Judgments are delivered in the: 
Language of the general Judgment, as is moſt obiervable in #1 the 
Phraſe, wherein fuch Judgments are exprefſed in the. Prophetical 
Parts of the Old and New Teſigment ; which are not a high» Rheto- 
rica! or Poetical Language, or manner of Expreſſio1, but liave real Re-- 
tercnce to what ſball be Fulfill'd in the very Letcer at laſt, 


Now in the preſenting Particulars, and Arguing upon them; . 
If the things ſpoken ſeem ro be new, or ſingular, I would only: 
Deire che Noble Temper of the Bereans, to ſearch the Scripture, , 
whether theſe things be ſo, or not! 


7: I would begin more orderly; and in the Foundation ; Zeſus 
Chriſt rs the Second Adam, Lord of the World ts Come; and under: 
Him the preſent World z put, in regard of + voy Ad. miſtration 
of the very | hings, that are not pur under him, in the (ene, , 
They ſhall be put #uder bim.. 1 know we will All allow, This great 
Mcdiatorgthe Redeemer of the World Jeſus Chrilt, The Mefiah, 
the Prince of the Kings of the Earth . the King of Kings, and the - 
Lord of -Lords ; He into whoſe Hand, the Father -hath —_— : 

TY 
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Zudement, to Execute it, even becauſe he ts the Son of Man 5 that His 
coming into the World was ſupreme Miracle ; Thijs none of 
us, that belicyc in Jeſus Chriſt, will deny, but own it, as an Article 
of Faith, This rhe Scripture ſpeaks of, as a great Miracle ; For 
if Jeſus Chriſt had.come into the Forld, the ordinary way of man- 
kind , It had been a great Argument, that there had bcen no 
ſuch Kelation between Miracle, and the Morld to Come, as I now 
affrm to you ; But I will make it Evident to you, how much, (though 
it be a thing we all Profeſs to believe, That Jeſus Chriſt was born 
of a Virgin) The Scripture ſpeaks of it in the High Language of 
Miracle ; The Prophet Eſay. ch: 7, v.11. Commiſſion'd by God, 
propoſes to Ahaz, King of Judahy when there was a Confederacy againſt 
kim, that yet God affured him, ſhould have no ſucceſs, To ask of 
God a ſign of it.that is,@ Miracle,anq (30d krowing how great aSign 
He int:nded him, a Miracle or Sign Compretlier five ot all Signs, 
bid him Ask it, as great, and wond:7/al, as be cod d- {tre , either 
in the Depth, or in the Hzghth ; as it God has f1'd , ] would 
have thee ask it; Ir ſhall re a Point of thy Faith, and of thy 
Obedience, and thus indeed God offers a Miracle,az a Conrmatie 
0n; as hath been aliowed; of any Declaration of God to man, having 
yet an eſpecial Relation to the World to Come. 


Oh how greatisthis Goodneſs of God to Ahaz ! As if God ſhould 
ſay <> us in any Extremity or Diftreſs ; I intend a Glorious Kings 
dom, a World to Come of Grace, Mercy and Peace to my Servants, brought 
in by my immetiat? Hand, and Power; and you ſhall have a ſhare of it, 
a Lot init ,, as God ſaid to Daniel; and a part, a pawn of it in an 
Extravreinary, a Miraculous Relief of your preſent Extremity, and Di- 
ſtreſs ; How great a mercy would we eſteem it ! 

But Abax being of a Perverſe, Unbelicving, Diſobedient 
Temper ; 05, ſaith he, Twill not ask, 1 will not tempt the Lord, 
what do yo1 talk ro me of Stzns, or Miracles ? I 2m content 
with the Even Courle of Proyidence, and with the ſtated 
Truth of the Word of God. | 

And ſo we are ready to ſay now; What do you talk to us 
of Miracles They arc Fancies, and W himſies of Brain {ck 
Men only ; Let us keep to the Written Word, and to tettled 
Providence ; even thusthey will ſay at a Time, when God is 
giving greateſt Proof, He will Work, and Return. oz High ; 
For clic, I do acknowledg with all my Heart, we muſt wait 
Gads Appointed Time z But it is great Perverlity, when we 
Refulc the Eyidence of any thing Written in} che woe «4 
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God; that we' might, by the Scripture, have had patience; ho 
no -Omfarc might, by 1 We won'ttempt God. | _ 

Therefore immediately on Abaz his Refuſa),- ſaith the Pro- 
pher' Eſay, Hear now, Oh Houſe of David, 7s it too fmall a thing for 
You to weary men ? To weary his Servants, the Miniſters of thefe 
things from God to you, bur will you weary my God alſo > Tho 
you are not willing to ask 4 Sen, Fle ſingle out a Sign for you ; 
Behold, a Virgin ſhall Conceive a Son, T his we know is perfe@t Mi- 
racle ; It is True, This did not appear at that” Time to the 
Senſes of | Ahaz , when' it 'was thus Promiſed ; what ſenſible 
Symbol God gaveof it then, I will notnow Diſpute ; butThis 
Promile carries our Thoughts on the Very Miracle it ſelf, 
when.our Lord came in the Fleſh ; and fo we find the Emangeliſts 
Mathew and Lukeggive theHiſtory of the VirginMary bringing forth 
the Holy Child Jeſus. Thus vr bo 'm the Perſon ot the Redeem- 
er, the very Foitndation of the World to Come is/laid in Miracle ; 
and'according to this very Miracle, and in Otder to that yer 
World, he is Emanuel, Gol with us' , God in our Nature ; a Mt 
rac): beyond all Miracles. 


He give you one Scripture more xoqrning this very Thigg; 
Zerem Jt, 22,.23. How long, ſaith God, wilt thou go about, 1 
backſliding Daughter ;, The Lord hath, . or 'will create a new thing in 
the Earth, a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man. it is an Expreſſion of the 
Miraculous Birth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Birth of the 
Virgin ; For as 1 have ſaid, the word, A New Thing, exprefles 
the Nature of Miracle 2 And then it follows, They ſhall uſe this 
Speech in the Land of Judah, and Mountain of:io yneſs;which Holy 
Mount we know, is an expreſſion of the World to Come, the very 
Aſſurance of -whigh ſatiates every weary Soul, and repleniſhes every 
ſorrowful Soul, and the ground of alt this is the Miraculous Birth 
of the great Redeemer, Jehovah our Righteouſneſs * 

According to this, Geneſis 3. 15. As ſoon as the preſent Creati- - 
on was lapſed; and Fallen by the Sin of Man, and had ſunk ut: 

. #rly int Ru ne, if it had not been Shor'd up ty the Mediator 

| Will put Eumiy betreen thee and the Woman © between her 

” 28rd, and thy Seed; It ſhall Bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt Bruife bis 
, . Heel... Bere the Woman is taken pare from Adam: and between 
the Seedof the Woman in a Peeagiar:manner, and the Seed of the 

Serpent is this Enmity Put, to ep Fezhar Miraculous Conception, 

-* and Birth of our Lord JefusChrift. *-+* | 
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Ad indeed if we.could lay the rhing cloſe to..our Hearts, 


"God Awakens us to all che great Things of che Yorld 16 come, 


whereof ve ſpeak, and ſhews us plainly, that Things ſhall be life- 
ed up'to a-far.greater, and more excellent ſtate ; he hach given 
this as .aSign of ic, A Virgin ſha Conceive and Bear a Son. 

Let us conſider one Scripture more, Efay. 9. 6 For unto us a 
Child is Born, a S$0n .is Given, and the Government ſhafl be upon his 
Jheulder.z, . and his Name ſhall be called Wondesful ; Counſeltor ; the 

Mp bty God ; the Everlaſiing Father, the Prince of Peace ; of the 
Increaſe of . his Gdvernment, and Peace, chere-ſhall be no end ; 
Vpon the Throne of David, and his Kingdom, to order it, and ts Eſta- 
bl: it with Judgment, and with Juſtice from wo even for ever ; 
The Zeal of the Lord of KMaits ſhall, perform this i To us a Child is born, 
8 Son is Given; Herein indeed is not 'an expreſs Lelineation.of 
the wonderfulncſs of his Conception and birth ; bur it is implied, 
and IJocluded ; His Name ſhall becalled , what ſhall it be call:d ? 
Wonderful, The Man of Wonders, That Wonderful Nan through- 
out ; .he is all Fonderſul ; all Mirgcle ; the Counſellor, and Mighty 
God, and that which we call Everlafirng Father, is in the Hebrer, 
The Father of the World to come ; And of 'his Government, There ſhall 
be zo End ; Glorious and Great ſhall be his Kingdom. The Zeal 
of" the Lord of Hoſts ſhall perform this ; and therefore the greatneſs 
of his Power, Ir being all Miracle, ſhall perform this. His band 
ſhall be ſtretched our in it, and for the Horld to Come. - 

The Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriit was ſtupendions Miracle 
of Juſtice, and Judgment, when'the Lord Bruiſed, and put him to 
Grief, and made his Soul an Offering for Sin. This forefhewed the 
Dread of the Vengeance of God, for fin, burning upon the wicked 
to the Neuthermot Hell, ſetting on Fire the Foundation of the Mouataing, 
Burning up the Earth, and jv Works of it, and the wicked becoming 
as Bryars and Thorns Burnt on that their own Earth; For as Chritt 
faid in a Forcſight of the Deſtruction of Zeruſalem, If theſe thrnzs 
were .done ia the Green | Tree, what ſhalt be done in the Dry! This 
ought to be carried to all Delolations, and DeſtruQions, rhe 
Manifeſtation of the Righteous Judgment of God hall make in his 
Holy Indizaation, againſt che Poſterity ,, and World of, the Apo- 
fate Adam; not. Reconciled by the Second Adam, The' Lord from 
Heawgn, and Father of the world to. Come, - whereof we ſpedk. 

e Reſurreftion of che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Mira- 
cle, as all that fpeak of Miracle, acknowledg, is. a Glorious 


. Pledg of the World to Come, and an'catry into the very State of 


iz; This World knew. noſuch thing before, nor had 7 0 
.& QINg. 
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Thiag in all .ics Treaſure, Riches, or Varicty ; He was thie 
Fuſt Horm, the Fir begotten from the Dead,  Such-was his Afcenti- 
on, his Glorious: Entrance into the Tabernacle made without 9197 
of. this Building yhis ſending dows theSpirit ;, as the Apoſtle bath fail 
in the Context. | am- upon, in divers Signs, and Miracles, and 
Gifts of. the Holy' Spirit according. to his own will ; And all this in 
Connexion with the Warld to-Come, not in Subjedtion to Angels, 
but che: Kingdom of the Son of God ; All which comes home © 
this, That Miracles arc proper tothe World ts Come, as the Rea- 
ſon, andend of its , CERT | 

Now thereis nothing, wherein I can more Fiambly andearn| 
eſtly. Intrear you, that Read theſe Things; and wherein you - 
can yeild a greater Acceptance, to what I amrnow Diſcourfſing, 
than that you would Search theſe things, and Compare chem, 
and Argue them to your ſelves; For 1 know they will, and 
mult bear weight with you. | Ids 


Argum. 2. The Sccond Argument, I would give you, is the 
Conlideration of the way, by which God w:ll Tave All, and 
every one of us,whom he will fave by the ſecond Adam, and fits 
thenrfor that World to Come, for that everlaſting Kingdomof our Lord 
and Sawour Jeſus Chriſt; He ſaves them, he does all for them in 
away of Miracle, ; TI 

This 1 will endeavour to make'plain to you, by confidering, 
T hat God would nor ſave Men by the Firſt Covenant, the Co- 
yenant of Creation, the Law of Creation ; They cannor be 
Saved by that; They mult be ſaved by. a New Covenant, a Cove- 
nant that is all Miracle, This 1 will ſhew you in twoPartsof 
it. | 


1. When God Juſtifits Sinners by che Righteouſneſs of ano- 
ther, bythe Obedience. and by the Suftering, and by the Death 
of another ; This is Miracle ; and itis as great Miracle,as any 
of the Things, thar Men allow to be Micacle;z and indeed in 
Regard- of the Jatcrnal Excellency, the Intrinſick worth of the 
Thing, It is far greater! than any Miracle,. except what cons 
cerns the very Excellency; and Glory. of the Perſon of the 
Mediator ; Thoſe Wonders of Miracle, if 1 may fo ſpeak.. 

Oh therefore that-we could -confider it; If we are Pardonned 
in Chriii, if we are Juftificd by Chriſt, If we are Saved-from' 
Hell, frony Wrath crocome by him, or from the' Curſe - of - the 
Law; This is all Micacle; For I 4 4 Ask anyMan ; I am on, 
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A. Diſcourſe of Miracles. 
None oftheMen of Reaſon, and-that ſeem to- underſtand Mi- 
racle Beſt,. can' deny ic ; I not Miracle a LIE ap- of rhe-pre-- 
ſentStare of ete World above the'firſt Law, 'and Order of the 
CALI ; fure this cannor be Denied. ; Now that Law of 

ightcoufneſs, that was given to Man: atfirſt Thar-Law, Do. 
this, and Live ; Be thou Holy, be: thou Perfef, and thou ſhalc 
have the Reward of it ; Thou ſhalt Live by it; T his was the 
Firſt Law, and Conſtitution of God upon Mankind' j, Now- if 
Men were ſaved ahy way by this Law of YYorks, and We teaſe 
in themſelves ;. Letit be, what-way it will 3, Here were nothing: 
Aatwering ho Attacks, © the Powers - Bras world to come; only 
God may have Moderated the Point; Take a little in the: place 
of a great Deal, Sincerity in the place of Perfe& Obedience ;' 
Bur (till chat great Point of Doing, of Doing,” that is the Thing'z: 
For there licsthe Point of Miracle, of. New Creation ;- That it 
zs of "Grace, and hot of 'Works. For the Apoſtle hath Fixed the- 
Firmament, as | may ſay, berween Works, and' Grace 5 He bath b-. 
ſtabliſhed therwo Worlds; the World of the Old Adam, the. 
World to come .of che Second. Adam, in ſaying; If it be of Wrk s, 
Tt is no more of Grace'; otherwiſe Grace 1s no more Grace, or. work is no 
more work... - © 

Now: Work was the very Foundation of the Firſt Creation , 
Man made in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and True Holineſs 55andehen: 
working according to ut, ating trom and by himfelt; according; 
tothe Law of: his Creation: I'doubr: not indeed, that Man was. 
made with the Knowledge of Chriſt; che Mediator 'of Amity, 
and Conciliation, and Suſtentation, in the ſtate wherein he was. 
made ; ſeeing all-rhings were made'by and for-our Mediator ;. 
and thar Adam -himſelt was the Fype of- him.to come; and: the Tree- 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil; and of the. Tree of Life pointed: 
to him, and the very Image wherein Adam was made,was Chriſt 
the Image of 'God. But this being nor of te preſent Intention, I: 
only intimate, and ſtand not to prove itz Bur: Adam not 'keep= 
ing cloſe to the Mediator, was wholly upon his own: Bottom of 
Creation, and the Self Subſiſtence he chofg out of a Mediator : 
W hateyer therefore God-does in Grace, through'a Mediator, to; 
Man-Fallen, . is Miracle of- Grace ; and though ir may ſeem in 
all Spiritual Concernments, the Concernments of the: Inward 
Man, ' there is not Miracle, becauſe they do not at the preſent 


come intoſenſe ; yet-in regardof the preſent ſtate, they.are of as. 
Real Inward Deep Senſe, and Peace-of Conſcience; and. Exter- 
nal. Evidence in the Change of the Life and; Converſation; ns x 
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fhall in the Fugure Srate appear in Glory, and. illuſrious V fibi- 
licy,:\and_ ſo-are; now.by the Apoſtle call'd, 4 being I 
into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, as by that Spirit who is. Jeho- 
vab; |think This may be moſt juſtly called Miracle throughout, 
and ſo great Miracle,..bat all ourward Mifies arc but the Our- 
ſide Cale, and Repreſentations of them. | 
' Now then if it come to Grace, and to Faith: to receive Righ- 

tcouſngls by another, ic. muſt needs be Miracle: We ate ſaved 
by.Miracle in the pardon of fin, and being accepted through the 
Righteouſneſs of . Jeſus Chriſt ;- I think the Apoſtle guides 1s to. 
this very Apprehenſion; For what (ſaich he) the Law: could not do, 
in that t.wasweak through the Fleſh, God ſending bis own Son, and . for 
fin condemned ſin in the Fleſh, ſo hat it might not be imputed to the: 
Believer 38 Chriſt, Rom. 8.3. | | 

I-would; bur parallel ic thus; A Man is Blind, or Lame, or: 
Sick, or. Lunatick, of anv of,thoſe things we read of jn the Gof- 
pal ; all the Power of., Nature ſummoned together, the whole: 
Colledge of , Phyſiciaiis,' and of all the Wiſe Men in. Nature, be- 
-iog ſurnmoned together, they could not have healed a Man born. 
Blind , ] heycon!ld ngrhbave interpoſed in the Cafe of thoſe per- 
ſong at all, ,muchJcis in an Jattancy as Chriſt hcalcd them in the- 


(2) 0 I 471 wo X ”, /} 
I ſaygherefore,. whag Natpre could notdo,.and all the Power 
of :Art joyn'd with. it,,conld not do,-thatGod, ſending his Son in 
the likene/$.of finful Fleſh, did 3; He tore. away aur Sickneſſes, carried. 
out. Sorrows, ſoasro heave chem.off from us upon himſelf ; This. 
we greedily enough allowto be Mirac| dere 77 RA 
In the ſame manaer, whatever the Th the Eternal Rule of 
Righteouſneſs cannot, im regard, of (the Sinfulneſs and Guilt of 
the Nature, and of the Tranſgreffions and Iniquitics of Men, 
dog! inthe point of Juſtification beforegG.'d; when this Jultift- 
cation is accompliſhed by the +Righteguſneſs of God in the Medi - 
ator, jt mult needs be Miracle ; Forras is the Power of God, ard. 
his Omnipotency in Point of Efficiency ; ſuch is the Righteouſneſs 
of God .1n the Point of Juſtification ; and as is the: Los or De- 
privgion es any of the Faculties of the Soul, or Body, of the- 
'ower due to, Innate, or. Connatural- to Them ; So is the 
want of a Righteouſneſs, of Approbation, or Acceptance 1n a 
- Man, wherein he may ſtand before und Judg as of.ſull 
Number, Weight, and Meaſure, according to that 'Law of 
Rightcouſnels, Given to Man ;. and by. which his Righteouſneſs 


all be Judged, whether it be a.Righteouſneſs, or nor. ” 


38 A: Diſcourſe of Miracles. 

If therefore there had been any Law or Kule of Righteonf- 
neſs, that, 'Mans Sin being conider'd,” could! have' piven Righ- 
troufurfs, ler it ' have been'the'Firſt! Law, 'or aby' Aﬀive Lap; 
Verily” 'Rightevuſngſs' ſhould have been ' by it',' Gab: 3; 
21, He Brings inthe Words, 7s the Law againſt the Promiſes of 
God 2 God forbid ; It Fas if he had ſaid ; Þ there any Reaſon, the' 
\- Erernal Law, of Righteouſneſs ſhould, ſpeaking of it as' of a 
perſon veoigring its own Honour, Reputation, have laclinati- 


on againſt the promiſes of God, as undermining ir, and ſerprizing 
that Honour, and Glory from it, ef giving Right oras 
if God, ro ſpeak with Reverence, were fond' of Juſtifying men 
by the Rightcouſneſs of another ;- or, as if for the'Glory of his' 
race, and of his Son, he had pgs in bis Ri : 
and begg'd of Men to take it, when there was a Law, that was: 
worthy. to be call'd a Law of Rightcoufne, by whictrthey 
might better, or but” as well, have had ir'of their own; Alt 
this,ſaith the Apoſtle, befar from God, to bring in his Promiſes in 
ſo Pcecarious a manner. But the Caſe of Man Abſolutely Re- 
uires it, he could not ſatisfy, he could- not Anſwer " oy ſuch 
| Law of Righteouſneſs by himfelf, The Scripture hath concluded,br 
ſhut up every way, on evety ſide. all mankind-under fmn.. It muſt 
be by Miracle, by Free Juſtification, by the Righteouſneſs of 
Another ; and by ree Pardon upon char Righteouſnch, wholly 
out of the Creature,and by the Creator ;7ebovah ourRighteomfneſs ; 
and this is Miracle ; it is therefore ſaid, Scripture bath fhut up men 
under ſin, that the promiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chrijt, might be given to 
them, that Believe ; Now what 1s given by promiſe is Miracle , as 
Iſaac, a Son of Miracle, Miraculoufly Given, was a Son. of Promiſe; 
as we find, Rom. 9. 9. T he Promiſe was, At this Time will I returns 
nad Sarab' ſhall have a Son. * | | 
And as it is thus in the Point of Acceptance, as Righteous be- 
fore God ; So it is in the Point 'of Converfion, Regeneration, 
SanRificaricn : It is all by Miracle ; For it is by Promiſe; lt is by 
a covenant of free Grace therefore it is by Miracle : A new Heart 
and'a New Spirit will Give you ; 1 will take away the Heart of ſtone, 
and Give you a Heart of Fleſh , | will write my - Laws in their Heart, 
and put my Fear in their Inward parts ;, and they'ſball not depart from 
meyEzek. 36. Jerem. 31. Heb. 8, All This is by promiſe ; Thetefore 
Ic isby Miracle; Ir is by a New Covenant,as | have ſaids/Mirdcle is a 
New thing; therefore it is All Miracle. Beth then, even Juſtificati- 
on. and Renovation, they look toward the' Kingdom” of | Chriſt, 


toward the World to come; So they-arc- by Miracle ;- For ag } 
. an 
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and.the- \Varld-to came wrn one-upot anther ; Therefore as Ju- 


Rifcation. {> Renovation is by promiſe, by Free Grace, and {0 by ks 
Me Wal je tothe Law.of the. Fix(d Creations - 


and noe Miracle, *in any other way than, as hath (been-faid be- 
fore, the Firſt Crcationy aadithe firſt Spring of AN is Miracle, ' 
There are Two Frets, - as' I may fo ſpeak, that make a Great 
Noiſe among us, Free: Grace and. Free Vi. And: although they 
do .nat._ ſo- ut: chemiclves, (yer Men ferrhem into an Eacounter 
one with. che other.; They do not ſo.in Themſelyes,;'zvy more 
that che Las and the \Promiſes of God, which the Jews Rencoun- 
tered one-againſt another,. do; For if there hat! been a Free Will 
that could have produc'd Faith, Repentance,Renovation ; Veri- 
ly they thould.-have bzen by Free Fill ; Bur God hath concluded AP 
under Unbelief, that be might have: mercy ugon all. 


If therefore the Men of Free. Will were ſpeaking of che Scate 
of the Firſt Creation; I confels, they difcours'd well, excellenc 
w-ll; but becauſe it is the World to:come, of which we Peat; 

. T herefore All Free Will in ſuch ſenſe falls ro the Ground; All is 
by Miracle, by Miracle of Grace, by Miracle of the New Crea- 
$200, l | 

For the making this plain by Scripture, we that] fee ho 
Ducly this ariſes from Joba 3..1, &c. Chriſt had .a Learned 
Man in the Jewiſh Law to deal wich, Nicodemus, a Ruler ampug the 
Jews ; and 1 doubt not, He might have ſate among the Doors of he 
Chair - for Free Will ; and he would have vored, no doubt, in all 
they aid, with them. He came with a Grear Complement to 
Chriſt, calling him Rabbi, We know, ſaith he, Thou-art a Teacher 
come from God ; For no man can do.the Maracles: thou. doeſt,' except God 
be with him. Here you'ſce he had a great ſenſe of Miracles,. and 
of the Miracles of Chriſt; that is, his Miracles eſpecially on the 
Qutward Man : Chriſt therefore, as ic. were, withdraws bins 
from the Outward Court of Miracles, intothe- /nner Court of Spiri- 
tual Miracles, that yet, asI have faid, give both inward and out= , 
ward Afurance of Themſelves ; Chriſt infirudts him therefore 
ia.che Point of cration, Except a4 man be born again, anew, | 
or 'from.. above; Either way ſignifics Miracle ; be: cannot. fer” the | 
Kingdom of God. W hat ſays Nicodemues toithis.? This Great Man 
thar came EAN the wg of _ £ Oh, — 
chings; How can a man be bors again Can be enter the Second Time 
ixto bis Mathers H/omb, and bebera. We fee this great Acknow- 
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ledger 'of Miracles, when he came toa Point of 'Miraculows 
Power indeed'; chat is the Renovation of Man; the giviog a 
New 'Heart,and a New Spirit; He is Puzzledy He isPolet He 4s 
not know what to-lay, - 25-120 VE 3tt n'3 20 HRT tf. rt 

I cannot forbear to take norice,_ That the great Men of Free- 
will are the' greateſt Arguers of the Trucl# 'of Chriſtianity by 
Miracles ;' and yet notwithſtanding,they areas much.puzzid,and 
Blunder as much concerning (the very-Mirades of "Regenerating 
Grace, the Regener#ting Spirit,' 'as this ' great: Man” Nicademus did ;" 
It is true os hag? them range! It; as\it-15 not Miracle, but: 
according ro the Law of the Firſt -Creation;-or very: little Dif- 
tering, They may ſpeak more Tollerably of ir.” 

But ſairh our Lord to him, That 'which is Born ; fag Fleſb is 
Fleſh: According to the Law of the Firſt Creation, Let Fleſh be: 
your Spring, and Well-Head, you ſhaiÞnever rife aboye ir, do 
what you can's Therefore marzel. not, ſaith  Chriity' 7 ſaids you 
miſt beBorn again: T hisRegeneration is by the Spur:t alone, no man 
cart Beger himſelf Hurthe muſt neetls beger himickscne very ſame, 
He was before 5 The New Birth is; as 4ſaxc was,: the Child of 
Promiſe, Ic is as the Birth of our Lord. aad ſeveral of. his Pro- 
genitors was, by Miracle. He can Communicate no New prin- 
ciple ro hitnielf;;zAndguſty as che Apoſtle ſays here ;* Divers Mi- 
racles and Giftsof the ; Holy Spirit, according \ to his own will 5 So in 
this Miracle of : Regeneration, ſaich Chriſt, The Spirit bloweob 
ire 1'Liſtth; To ſhew, It isall immediate power, thar is, Mi- 
racle. 7 | 
> Thus alſo the: Apoſt. Diſcourſes 2 Cor. 5. If any Manbe in 
Chriſt, be 7s a new Greatur?,-or 'a-new Creation ;, All Old Things" are 
'paſt away, behold all Things are become.New. 

. 1 woutdask any once, wherher (this is Miracle or not? If it be 
-only accarding/to-the Law of the Firſt Creation, iris not Miracle 
bur. if it be entirely, and perfettly a new Creation, Ic muſt 
needs be Miracle. ._ 


Argum:'3. The Refurrefion is /agreed to be Perfc Miracle ; 
The Kingdom of Chriſt is the Kin2domiof the Reſurrefion. Fram 
hence appears the ſtrong, / and <cloſe+ Connexion birween the 
Kingdom of Chriſt,and Miracle,” YO 1 

| Tcould Heartily Pray, the Threed, and: Train of -the prin- 
<ciples Arguing from the ReſurreQion, as Miracle, were clolcly 
purſiied, and followed Home ;-'T he Apoltle fays, As 17: 31. 
God bath appointed a Dey, in. "which he: will Jutle the World by. that 
F 8 ; Man, 
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many He bath Ordain'd, whereof he hath given Aſſurance unto All men , 
whereof, ſaith he, God hath made Credit ; He hath offered greateſt - 
Reafons of- being aſſured of what be had ſo Ordainetl, by Raijong the 
Lord Jeſus from the Dead ; and therefore he is ſo often called, He 
that is Riſen from the Dead , and the Firſk Born, the Firſt Begotten 
from the Dead ;, God ſays to him, Thou art my Son, this day of the 
Reſurrcion bave 7 Begottes Thee; and fo Royal Power is more 
ſolemnly ſettled upon Him ; 7 was Dead, 'gnd am Alive, and 
behold. 1 Live for evermore; T have the Keyes of Hell, and Death; the 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth + Now this Reſurretti/ 
on ts the wery Finger of God, and therefore, It is juſtly acknow- 
ledged the Principal Miracle; It is indeed fcthe Center-Miracle 
in{which all Lines meer; as all the greateſt Reaſoners on Mi- 
racles do alſo Fix in it, as fo, 

Now that the Kingdom of Chriſt is the Kingdom of the Reſurreffion 
0f all his Serwait «, ts plain ;, For he Roſe Firſt, His Saints Riſe at his 
Coming, 1 Cor, 15, 23- His Coming,and his Kingdom are Conjoyn'd 
2 Timg.1, So it is the Xingdom of the Reſurretion ; But I would 
expreſly Eſtabliſh ir on that, Revel, 20. 4. / ſaw Thrones, and they 
ſite upon them ,, And 1 ſaw the Souls ;, that is, the whole Pcrſons-of 
Saints; S»nls Re united ro their Bodics of them, who were Bebead- 
ed for tbe Ward of God, &c, Now theſe Lived ; They Lived and 
they Reign'd with Chriſt a Thou and years , And the reſt of the Dead, 
That is, all thoſe who were nor in. a State of Blefied Liſe ', bur 
under the Condemnation of Chriſty during the Thouſand Years , They 
Lived not az ain, after the Thouſand Tears were ſulfilled ; © This ts the 
firſt Reſurre Tion, the Kingdom of the Reſ.rrettion, Bleſſed and Holy - 
is be, wh bath his Part in this Firſt Keſurretfion, as all the Living, 
Remaining Saints have; Over them the Second Death ſhall: have no 
Power ; For they in a Paradiſiac State, on the New Earth, chang'd in- 
to Radres of Paradiſe, are Prieſts of God and Chrit, for the Thouſand 
Y-ars; Fitted 10 be Caught up, and to be together with the Saints Dead 
in Chriſt, Raiſed to Enjov the Kingdom of the Reſurrefion , as the 
Children .of the Reſurreftion, the Principals of the Firſt ReſurreGion 
in the New Fleaven, 


] have often Heard, and Read the Diſcourſes of the Men of 
Reaſon, Ma wet br bs RefurreQtion, as is moſt Due ; As the 
Hand of God ther ed out in the Higheſt manner,as the Greateft of Mira- 
cles: Bur, oh, why ſhould they not follow on to the Kingdom of 
the Reſurrefion, the World to Come of the Reſurreftion, doring its 
7 louſand Years ; the New Creation, =o New Heaven, the New _ 

42 
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L kits all Miracle, and then: All delivered up to-God and the 


Father, that he may. be All in All. 


For from all this. I conclude, the Kingdom of Chriſt is the King- 
dom-of- alt Miracle; Every: Miracle therefore that hath: been in; 
' this World, js but a Peice, a Parcel, a Portion. of that fo vaſt, 


and cntite Sum, 


Argum; 4. 1 have now Argued, The New Creation, The New 
Heaven, and the New Earth are certainly Miracle ; becauſe above 
the- Conſtitution, and Law of the Firſt Creation ; and that 
therefore all Miracle is but part, and parcel, apeice, and porti- 
on'of the Great State of- the Kingdom of Chriſt $ For be that is upon 
the Throne, ſays, Behold I Create all New: And he adds, Write, 
For theſe Words are True and Faithful ; Why did he fay to ?- But 
becauſe he knew very well what an Oppoſition, whata contfary 
Sentiment, even Chriſtians would be of co this Truth ; Be afurd. 
thereforz, (aith the Great Prince upon the Throne, Theſe Things 
are Faithful and True, and ſhal} haye their full Accompliſhment 


11 their own proper Times. 


But- now, as there is in The Kingdom of Chriſt ſo Miraculous a: 
State of Mercy,. and of Grace to hisServants ; ſo there is a Mi- 
raculous Scare of Judgment, Deſolating, and Difſolving the Pre. 
ſenr- State of this World; even, as it is upheld” now by the 
Grace of the Mediator; and that in the Introducing the World. 
to Come, whereef we ſpeak; and alſo co ſettle ſuch a Counter-ſtate 
of Wraith, and Tad ment, wherein all the Wicked that have 
been in the World, ſhall be in a moſt Vilſible State of Contempr 
and; Diibonour, under the wrath of God. and the Lamb. "And of 
this, all the Judgments that have been hitherto in the World, 
have-been. Parts, Peices, and Portions ; alſo Pawns, and Pledg- 
es of that State, Thoſe Great. Judgment s therefore on rhe 
Fallen-Angels, on. the Old World ; on. Sodom and Gomorrah , on 
Egypt; on . Corah, Dathan, and Abiram ;,on Nadab and Abibu, haye 
been already inſtanced in ; the Deſtrution of great Armies, as. 
moſt eſpecially. in the Yalley of Jeooſepoat, 2 Cor. 20. 24. Joel. 
3; 12, a great Type of that laſt Reſult at the Battle of Armaged- ' 
don is moſt worthy to be conſidered; and fo indeed are All the 
Jadgments we Read of in the Book. of God, The Book of. the Wars. 

; the Lord, Numb. c.24.14, Run down. with a ſtrong Stream,and 

orrent into their Grear Sea, the laſt Judgment at the Kingdom 


of Griſt ;.. and; having all che Nature of Miraculous, ob” the 
Point: 


3» 
4 


f 
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Point were now upon ; That Miracles, and the Kingdom'of Chriſt 
&e cloſely Connezd and Joyn'd together, « 


Argum, laſt. For a Summary or Recapitulating Argument, we 
'may look. back an ſome of cb moſt Remarkable Miraculous 
Appearances of God inthe Old Teftament ; and ſee whar an 
luſtrious Correſpondence they bear to the World to Come, or to 
the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chrit ; as the Thats of Enoch, 
that be ſhould not ſee Death, Gen. 5. 22. Heb. 11.5. That, we know 
was pcrfet Miracle,compar'd with the Preſent State of Dying; 
Elijah, and Eliſha's Raiſing the Dead, "Types of the Reſurredion 
i Kings 17,17. 2 Kings 4 28. The Dividing the Red-Sea, a 
Jordan, Types of the ſmiting the Egyptian Riverin the Seven Streams, 
and Deftroying the Tongue of it, making men go over Dry ſhod, and of a 
High way for bis People, as to Iſrael in the Day he came up out of the 
Land of Egypt, Elay 11.16. andLike Drying up the Deep, and the River 
and the Pride.of Egyptian and Aſſyrian Departing away ;, when all ſhall 
be ſtrengthen'd in Godgand the Gale ſhall walk up and down in the Name 
-of. the Lord, Zech, to. 11. Gc. The giving of Mannah, as Bread from 
Aleaven, looks to Chriſt the Bread of Life, and the Tree of Life; as 
'bhe Water out of the Rock to the Water of Life. 

But 1 would eſpecially have ReſpeC to that Standard Miracle 
of the Sabbatical Near : A great Wonder of the Riches, and 
Might, and Power of God : Every Seventh Year there was 2a 
mighty ſhewing. forth of the Power of God ; For that the 
Earth Canebe fond it ſelf ſo much in the Sixth Tear, that they 
might Live upon it without any Plowing, or Sowing the ſeventh 
Year. The ſeventh Year was to be a Sabbath of Reſt unto the Land, 
a Sabbath to the Lord ; the Childrea gf Iſrael were neither ro Sow 
their fields, nor to Prune their Vineyards, not to Reap, not to Gather, 
bur all wereto Livealike of what came forth of it ſeif : God pro- 
miſed:ro Bleſs the ſixth Near fo, that It ſhould yeild mear for 
re cmctaory ſo the: ſeventh year, might be a year of Sabbath or 
Reſt to them. * 

Canſider, what the Prophets have ſpakenconcern® 


Now letus ) 
g this #orl{to Come; how-exttly ſuitable, and agreeable to this 
0 


19g t 

hey have-fpoken of the #70714 to Comez From wheace I Argue,and 
do-appealroany-onc; whether.che Argyment be not. g<ceding 
ecat 3/The ſeventh yeer-among. the 'Zems was .a Symbol, was a 


Peice, Parcel, 'iPortian of the: arld to, Come, whereof .me. ſpeak, and 
-of-the-groar Sabbatiſm. of it, | | 
\ G2 Amos 


44. A Diſcourſe of Miracles: 
Amos 9. I1. In that day will I Raiſe ' up the Tabernacle of David,. 
hat it may. be Built, as in the days of - Ol, That: they poſſeſs the 
Remnant of Edom,and of all the Heathen, which are call:d by my Name, 
faith the. Lord, that doth this,, And then it follows, Behold 'rhe dayes. 
cone, ſaith the Lord, that the Plowman ſhall overtake the-Reaper, and the 
Treader. of Grapes him that foweth Seed ;, and the Mountains ſhat drop- 
ſweet YVine, and All the Hills ſhall melt 
The Earth, and the Mountains, and:the Hills ſhall: Flow our 
with-a great Freedom, and Spontaneouſneſs into an abundance - 
for the Servants of God ; Then ſtall the full Senſe; and — 
l 


of. the Sabbatical years -be underfipod 3 Then 'ſhatl the Fu 


Sum, of which. that was but a Party, and Portion, be brought 
into open View ; Then inſtead of the Briar, and Thorn, 
ſhall grow up the Mirtle Tree , and the: Fir. Tree , And: 
It ſhall be unto the Lord for a Sign, and a Memorial, that. ſhall not. be 
eut off, Wk 
hen-our:Lord' was here in the Days of bis Fleſh, he gave an: 
Experiment of Divine Power to the ſame purpoſe; and it was: 
a Miracle he ſeem'd to delight in y For he ſeveral Times Repcat- 
ed it; He fed with a few-Loaves, and ſmall Fiſhes ſo many Thou- 
ſands, and the Baskets-of Fragments far exceeded. the Principal,. 
or. very firſt Proviſion... _ | 
Now theſe Things are all own'd to be Miracles, let: us but: 
ask our ſelveswhether theſe things were not ſo ? If we now: in 
this Nation ſhould let Plowing, and Sowing alone,. for. a year, 
would we-nort look upon it as the IntroduRion of: a Famine.? 


| hut now if God ſhould poſitively command us, and- Aﬀure vs ;. 


That there ſhovld be care raken in any oneyear, forthree years, 
and we ſhould Find it ſoraken, Would we not jook upon: it as: 
Miracle? | 

[f any one ſhould Set down: ſo great: Numbers of People, as 
Chriſt did, to- ſo ſmall a Proviſion, that every one could not- 
take a little; ſhould we not look” upon it with as great, orgreat- 
cr amazement, than the Apoſtles did u Chriſts doing fo ? 
Bur if the ſmall Feaſt in the Beginning ſhould Multiply: in the 
Eating, and become More;after at ory Eating, than it was 
before_Eating, Should we not look- 


All chBlmports, That « Sufficiency of Food; and Durable Cloathing, 
ſhall be in che- Kingdom of -Gbrift, that his Servants may Eat. | 
and be Satisfied; Eatand Drink at his . Table in his Kingdom; and at- 


tread upon the Lord without Diſtroios ; that is, Fulne/3 of Enjoyment. 


; e At 
- , = 
- 
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<——=—4=c , ; S# + en >... ay \Thus. 


upon it as a Miracle 2 Now-_--- 
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Thus the Miracles Chriſt did in Healing, and Recovering the 
Sick, the Blind, and the Lame, How did theſe mighty Ads 
_— that Stare of theWorldto come, Revel. 21. 4. There (hall be 
nFmore Sickneſs, Sorrow, Pain, Death,nior Curſe, but God fhall wipe «- 
way all Tears from his Servants £ es. 

The Great Readineſs of Chriſt, in ſhewing his Mercy and 
Power towards the Blind and Lame, that they might be ſo no lon- 
ger, makes me think.of that Glory in the Book of Samuel , when. 
it is faid of David; the Blind and the Lame, whom Dawid's Soul 
hated. I only make an Allaſion , not conſidering the ſtrict 
Senfe't Jeſus Chriſt. his Soul bated not the Lame, or the Blind; bur 
the Blindneſs, and the Lameneſs, the Sickneſs and the Death ; . His 
Soul had ſuch a fenſe, that this came upon the World, upon 
Mankind by fin; That he Laboured and Travailed in Spirit , 
till he brought forth, as you know, ſo many great Inſtances of 
the. Redemption of Mankind, in Carrying our Sorrows, and bearing our 
Sickneſſes, till there be that perfect Reſtitution of All Things na- 
- * med betore ; and the Creatures, or Creation it ſelf, be Delivered 
from the Bondage of Corruption, into. the Manifeſtation of the Glorious 
Liberty of-the Children of God. 


Now theſe things joyn'd together ſeem to me fo full of E- 
vidence, that my heart is, while 1] ſpeak of them, fo fatiated 
with them, thar I cannot but hope they will be alſo moſt Aecep- 
table,and ſatisfaftory to them that read them ; ſoas to conclude, 
how cleſe. Miracle, and the Kingdom of Chriſt are Related one 
to another ; and that the Chief, and Adequate End, and Rea- 
ſon of Miracle is, that en & ry Portions and Parcels, Peices and: 


Pledges of the Kingdom of Chriſt, or of the World to come, and. ſhall. 
bring it in at-laſt;. | | 
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CHAP. VI 
A Diſcuſſion of the Times wherein Miracles 


have been mo#t Illuftrious, and when there 
bath been greateſt Darkneſs among the Peo- 
ple of God, 'in Relation to them; Prepa- 
- ratory to the Aſſerting, That Miracles are - 
not ceas'd, but a Return of Them s to be 
Expeed. | 


-CEeing from AU I have Diſcours'd, it q_ very undoubred, 
h that a Return of Miracles:is, and trobe expeted; be- 
-cauſethe Great and\Adequate End of Miracles is a Connexion 
with, and even 'an- /ntrodutfion of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, andthe World to come; which Kingdom and World to-come is 
not yet come; and when it ſhall indeed come, it {hall have a 
mighty Power of Signs, Wonders, Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy - 
Spirit, according to hrs own Fill, to appear with ir, to introduce, 
ſettle and eſtabliſh ir, in the Order and Glory of the New Greati- 
-on, 1 ſhall therefore, before I come to the down-right Proof, 
cndeavourto -anticipate, or to be before hand with the greateſt 
Objeion 1 meetwith to it. 


Objeft, The Great Obje&ion I find in my own Thoughts, and * 
"which Raiſes, and Confirms {I doubt not) in others a Reſolved 
Pre-judgment, that Miracles ſhall not Rerurn, is; Becauſe, that 
now for a Thouſand, Two Hundred and Sixty Years, or near about, 
Miracles, except the Lying and Legendary ones, the —— 2 

pojraſ'y 
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pf hath pretended to, 'there hath been' a going off/ and 2.. 

ation of the True Power of Mirgcles ; and the Reaſon to be af» 
ſign'd for it, hath been thought ; Becauſe the DoRrine” of Salva- 
tion in the Gofpel. 2d the Canon of Scripture, and particu- 
larly of che New 7; ment, hath been ſo furnm'd up, finiih'd, 
ſerled, and ſealed ; fo confirm'd and afſur'd by undoubted Pow-- 
er of Miracles, that bro!1ghr ir intothar Settlement» and gave ir 
ſo large a ſpread in the World; that any: further uſe, or tervice 
of Miracles. ſeems wholly ey are and unneceffaryt- For if 
it-were not ſo, it looks very ſtrange, and there ſeems no Reaſon 
to be given, why God ſhould be plcaſed ro order fo long a Paren- 
theſis, ſo Long and Dark an Interval ; ſuch a long ſpace, and, 
as 1 may call it, Gap, between the Power of Miracics, in the: 
Days of Chriſt, and che Apoſtles, and ſome ſpace after ; and che 
preſent Time. p 


And'indeecd, I would add, To give the Objein all the ſtrength 
Ican; That the Papiſts or the Antichriſtians, both pretending 
Themſelves to Miracles, and finding among the Proteſtants, and 
Reformed Churches, mo ſuch Power, nor ſo much as Pretenſion to 
ir, have been Loud and Clamorous upon irc ; and haye hereby. 
aſſum'd-itas a Good Reaſon to Damn the Reformation, becanſe ir 
hath- come Naked, and Unarm'd of Miracles ; From whence 
the Reformed, not having coufidered enough the True Reaſon of 
Miracles, nor of their Cefſaion, have. been under a Necefficy t9 
. Defend Themſelves, by afferting, Miracles are wholly ceag'd , 
and no Return to be expected z and that the Popith Prerences 
have been but:-ſo much: Counterfeit and Falſhdod ; In which Laſt 
Part they have ſpoken moſt Evident and undoubred Truth, and 
this Defence hath alſo in the Firſt Parr, feem'd ſoneceftary, that 
it could not be, but it muſt ſink Deep into the Minds of Allthe + 
Moſt Holy, Sober, S:rious, Wiſe Proteſtants, as wcll as the- 
more General Profeſſion of the Reformation ; and hath broughc 
All Diſcourſes of a Return of Miracles, under Great Diſrepure, 
' as Wild, and'Fanatical, Altho indeed this part cf the\Defence : 
aroſe from a not due conſideration of the Reaſons of the Cefſati- 
on, and of the certain Return of Miracles, when the Force. of 
thoſe Reaſons ſhall expire, 

And Icannot but acknowledge, It may ſeem ſtrange, accor-- 
ding to the very Realon Iam to lay down: why there hath becn 
ſuch a Cefſation of Miracles :. And there does ariſe a Difficulcy | 
upon itz That there was not ny Return of the Power of Mira- 
Cles 
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miracles with che Reformation. But I hopeto give Faireft Solution 
tO It F v2 7 , | 

In the mean time, I cannot but take nctice, that the Popiſb 
Pretenſions to a conſtant Power of Miracle gion very notably, 
not only agree with the-CharaQer .of Prophecy, in their Lying 
VVonders; bur alſo that they. make indeed a Counterfeit Kingdom 
to.the True Kingdom-of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, both in Prophecy, and' 
in their own Pretences ; and fo far Counterfeit proves, what 
ought to be in theTruth,and rheLife;of Tharlc is the counterfeir 
of, and by Prophecy It wasto counterfeit ; They give a Proof by 
ns Mo , That Miracles do indeed appertain tothe Kingdom of 
Ghrift. 

Bur to come to the main Anſwer to this Otjeftion, 1 pro» 
polſc upon it, 


Firſt, To obſerve the State of Miracles, or Miraculous Pow- 
cr, in all the ſeveral Ages, or TimesRecorded to Us in Scrip- 
ture ; and to.co!lef the ight, thatmay from thence be received, 
to ſhew, that Miracics ſhall certainly Rerurn, and latroduce the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, | | 

2. | will lay down, what, upon Great Reaſon, IT Eſteem to 
be the True Cauſe of the Ceffation of Miracles, theſe Laſt 
Twelve Hundred and Sixty Years; and why, eſpecially, ſince the 
Reformation, Miracles have not return'd ; ſ2eing as Miracles per- 
rain to the-Kingdom of - Chriſt, ſo the Reformation ic felt was an ap- 
pearance of that Kingdom: W herein | will conſider any Colla- 
reral OvjcRions, that may ſpring up from any Difcourle in this * 
Anſwer. : . 

That therefore which in general I pitch upon, is; that when 
we look upon the ſeveral Varieties of Appearances of Miracu- 
| lous Emanations, or Flowings out from the Divine Gloiy, and 
Powcr in Miracles, according to the Records of Scripture; there 
have been no Times wholly without them, of which Any 
Records of Scripture have given us the Mcemorials;Becauſe there 
was always a certainty of that Kingdom Coming ; and the more 
Notable, and Remarkable Manifeſtations have been prepared 
for thoſe more Noble and Remarkable Manifeſtations of the 
Kinedom. ef Chrift, The Hiſtory of Scripture is indeed very ſhore 
in the Time before the Flood, yet we have awEminent Inſtance 
ef a Miraculous Power of Grace in the Tranſlating Enoch to Hea- 
ven, without any ſight of Death; Enoch walked with God ſo many 


years, 
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years, and mas not ; 'For God took him, Gen. Joh, B36 24+ \'T his 
'T 


was an EminentPeice. of thar World to come 
| flated without ſeeing Death, As the Apoſtle ſaith;: Some ſhall not Dye, 
but be Changed, and Caught IV s.16t Y 

T here were two Miraculous Appearances of: Judgment.' The 
Lapſe, and Curſe upon the Creation, and Death'\upon mankind, that 
Came in upon the-Diſobedience of the Firft Adam: the grand Pro- 
nunciation of Judgment upon the whole State; of ' rhe World of 
that Firſt Adem , and this compar'd with che Firſt Glory af: the 
Creation, on which it Brake in, is moſt juſtly to be eftecmed 


wits 'trafin 


Miracle, tho now not fo. The ſo univerſal, andgeneral Judg- 


ment upon the Old Horld by the Flood, of which was ſpoken 
before ; and how cloſely it Relates to the YYorld.to Come z as alſo 
of the Peculiar Miracle of Grace towards Noah , and. ſugh. a. 
Remnant of the Creation with him 'as ſhould. gire. a prefene 
Reſticution of all things; and how. Repreſentative was that alfo 
of. the World to Come, | in which -the. Seryants of Chriſt, ſhall be. 
rn from the Deluge of the Yials, and of that Fire of the laſt 


Naw it was very Agrecable, even to that Beginning of the 
World, That it hould not-be left wholly withour a Teſtimony 
of that Kingdom, ſignified in - the Pramile of rhe Womans Seed, 
wherein there is;given the Hiſtory; of that Seed, propagating it 
ſelf, as the almoſt whole Hiflory of ' that :T ime; tho it was ſa 
yery far offat that Time from Coming, and was to paſs through 
OUnny ſeveral Changes of Repreſentation, cre it came into its 

ory. OY. | 8 

The Confuſion of Languages, and the Diviſion of the Earth-in tbe 
Time of Shem, the great Melchiſadec,and Eber the Holy Patriarch, 
through whoſe Loyns the Holy Seed Ran; and whoſe Son Peleg, 
P an eſpecial, manner: bore' the CharaQter of that Dizifron, had 
this Remarkable Relation to the Kingdom of Chrift;, That ic 
catricd the Face of a Miraculous Judiciary Driving aſunder the 
Nations, and made the great DiſtinQion of Mankind, Thar 
Kingdom hath madeall along in the World, ard ſball make; 


For hereby the Oracles of - God were fo long committed to that patrtis. 


cular Seed of the Hebrews, of whom Chriſt, Gad over Al, Blefed for 
ever came: - 4 
And hereupon aroſe that Temporary and preſent Remedy, or 
Divine Expedient of the Gift of Tongues, ſhewing the Miracu- 
lous Power of Chris Kingdom, making way for its culargement 
in the World ; and Foretellingalſo that, Reugion of Languages 
10 his Kingdom, H 1 hus 


AtPentecoft 


w 


ad” - 


+1 TThus the T.amc. of the ſeroh d Patriarcbal Roll of Generation is 
»Nuſtrared! wich a Mira cir, -{cpataripy, the: fires from: atk the. 
Nations of the«karch, TY 73; 2H! AEST TION THR 
The Time of Abraham with his Cail to the Gojng out of Egype 
was Enlighcaed with the continual Appeatances-of God to A- 
brabam, tjaat, agd: Faced, which were indeed of the' Nature of 
* Reriet Miracle; tbelides 'what was Miraculous in wr Birth of 
Thac,oof. Aacobycantd CranMiracle of; Judgment on Sodom: beforc 
pur bes LEES oof £29 THT Pubs" 6; | 
INT 9,19 23 «7; VERII | FRI . Wih 
-2/Thus we ſee, No Time hitherto to the Going out of Feypr hath 
beehg Durk Place in Regard of Miracalous Appearanc 's of God tobis 
Servants, -becatiſe off the Great Son of Abraham, according to the 
Bleſby. in whaſe Right ef Inheritance-as the Prince of the World 
$0bitt," Abrabain "1 ca Hd Hdeix of 'the Worlds: Rom. 4. 13. - 
CHF he ime of 'the Going out f Egyyt, from the” Multiplication of = 
the Childronof 1ſrae!* thereto the ivery ſettlement in Canaan, was 
one Continued PFrain of Miracles : Nor was the Time of the 
Judges or of the Kings of Juda> Un-illuttrared by various Irra- 
diationsof the- mighty Power of God rowards itis People: in. 
* Fore-Aſſ1rancespf the —__ our Lord Zeſus Chr: which is 
much tobe Remark'd; Becauſe the Law of God; by his Servant 
Moſes, Hadi Recciy'd the full: fertlement, and Eita bliſhment by 
as high Tcſtimonies from Heaven, as ferv'd nbr obly the nece(- 
ſarineſsof 'irs San&fon, bur the Glory and Grandieur of it. And 
if only Prophets, - without 'any Power of Miracles. had''been: 
Rais'd up in Addition to ic; There had bcen yer a. Meaſure of 
Truth Sb1ken Pown, andRunnino Our; For beſides thoſe Extra- 
ardinary Prophers, there washe Standing'Miniſtry; as in Ordi- 


nary, of the Priclts Lips preſerang Kninledg. 

Bu that which 1: mf vonderful; and/Deſerves particu'S 
Enquiry. -is, That even inthe 'Apoltaſy: oficrhe' Ten Tribes, 
belides the Communication of whatloever-great things God did 
in-the Kingdom of . Zudah, There were T boſe rwo- Prophers, Ek- 
jb; and Eliſha, like rwo Wire y after Moſes,  and' Aaron, fer 
ont, and Credential'd with a Mighty Power. of: Miracles, to be as 
a Light ſhining inthe Dark place of- that Apoitaſy, 'tthat was fo great 
a Type Ff the Anichriſtian Apoſtaſy; and the Types of one are'made- 
by great Wiſdom of the Divine Spitir, Cotrefpondene to the 
Type of the others even: to ſo- undoubte' clearnels, "and Cer- 
tainty-; that make no doubt to: Aﬀign. it, as one-Reafon, Why: 


there; was ſuch a Miraculous: Preſence'there,, cyen. thar & 
4 0 5 | W1 Y 


= 


Hed Sixt Dor ainſt the 'Antichyi " Fr , 
Bnt wire, that, There was wi oy port 
the Propherick Benedidtion of YJatob and M he ok 
Things 3 and who was ſo gteat a Ty pe of 
Adminiſtration it! Egyprz and white Teas as t e'Spitir of 
Teſtifies;the Birth-Right, t Chiton. 4 There wage” Typea 


fie Kinod Chriſt, Weceſfart 
p edn of h, beceſ Force in Fong 


+2. 


Poſterity, whereof he 
the Kingdom Was Judy's, and tiy'one Gooll King of Anne 
Foſeph over the Ten Tribes ; yet God be og pleat ro haves 
Repreſentation. of the King o_ s Chriſt; wo in” ſo conn yo 
' Apoſtaſy ; he' was pla it Koh Fog oe fo 
| Prophetieal Miniſtry; #4 ghar fo Muftrared Tis Mitoulots 
ers, till he gave ther 4 Biff of Divorce under the 'Name6f Thoſe 
three Children of Wharttdom, Fexterly Th-Rubanteh -athd* Li-Anins,. 


Hhſea 1. 
Yet becauſe" it was ſtill a Type of hs e Kingdom of Chrif 


Thos was an Eminent Type of the 'v Chriſt, 
carried up. to Heaven, eyen aboye the GARE v,n's Charinef 


Fi 3 4, pithqut Dyi VA Cope Tet 'T * __ 
05 Wears c vt en "1f1bes,” when they. * 
ome utder bt 'very "AE mar Influences 'of that 


Fo con Lo Rubamab, arid Apr The Miraculous Power of 
SY lone out. With, veby Bright'Rayes upob Herekiah King of 
a moſt Excellent uraing Prince; Firſt, in the DeſtruQ» 

Hor Af, Jo grant an Ajſyrian Army ; ; which chreatn'd him with the 
Lot of the Tet, -ibes ; add iarely after, with chat Mi-- 
lous Sign in the Shlep chat is, as rhe Learhed make 


neſt, The $un going ſo m Ds rees bark; to'affure bis-Eife reftor d. 


Then care on-the Ba *Captihiry-," Ip the T4me of 
which ; beſides the Grandieur of che Spirit of Propbecy"dating: 
Got, there "were very 


that Tithe, in Jeremiah; "Jy and 
" endecnc Si gnatures of c ML ower of -God in Nebu- 
z4r's Dream, and” Inage” ; borh Rettieved'by PameE, "when 


He Wa loft'aH Lines of it ; as alfo'Expormded ro him, kin, 

botli. Gactish&d, an couvinced chat Infoline Monarch int 

know edgment of G Gc ay the Miraculous Coaining' un bios 
"hres ants of Godin that © over+ 


oh.ch& Fire pen, foe SEY 4 mp «Y 
heated" Woe Jile yer it had Folt Force to Fly out;zati@ Kava 
upairthi Se Vaiits of tie ART PURRe Priace; that dired - 


2 on 


va _ Das 009g 


dy Repo Dominion, moſt mod rage A 
epreleptods, toe Tie Had 
of. t hag: rue Pape 
moſt upon. him:10 ſuch. bot Been | 
bro hy to Graſs with the Beaſts, and. 


ro 


Exorted HEN 


ave. 
__ Peony. 
as wander or'd him with a Month fo full of acknow- 
1 of Heaven; The Dreadful, and Aſto- 


edgments-of 
nithivg.art che ond. nd Fingers gut of the wll, to that In- 
va ing dolarourKing Belſbazzar, with the- 
— = 2x68] Pg upon the, writing ot chem ;_ The: 
n k 4 1 Dey of Eyons, when. their Rage 'was yet. 
men, that gave. him as ai Prey 40 their intend- 
| bow Teeth? "All thele rag Napen ious and Mighty 
God, Were, ungogbeedl Fool on purpolc POriegl for that 
mop 5 Fins, Crean. Admirable, and-Truly more 
þ 7 the - dom es Chrift werc'in Giving, ahd as 
= al ro. chem; ſp for a Confirmation of chem ; They: . 
= erefore ſo long, and wete ſucceeded by not fo many 
acles; as ,very. wonderful, and Mighty Providences in the 
or rk Judah and Jeruſalem, {by ſuch Signal, and almoſt mi- 
raraloully, moycd, aud In Igaged ſervices of ſo many Freed of 
Perf; togethier with the Ole lorious Prophecy of Haggai and*Zzche- 
ry,5: which Jaſtcdy ti v4 Judgh, and Jeruſalem. were Reſtor, atid 6 
long, tinued rit.of Prophecy ; Then ine ediarely came - 
ole Strait Js 5. imes, both, as' ro the: PropBecy, the' 
Miraculous Power and. all Appearances of the Fits of Chriſt; 
One Kiting, and hrs with the ather,-as by. the ſtrongeſt $ "4 
pathy and Con ot moſt Wk Diſpoſals; to, for, and with 
one another ; ES Straits of . Time, under the Power of. 
Heathen Priaces, + rag wa ſettle . Times of the Gentiles came 
in, the Spirit $4 Projlce Retired in Malachies Freſher ud cook,as 
a As Leave,and gave its Fare-well.in thoſe Words ending” 
it; Remember y e the Law of Moſes Kerry oh Heoreb fur Alt Jrael, 
with the Hg and U 6 ae ments As Ealarg'd © pon by 
| of Prophets Ki my Dn \Word b ea Tl "has. 
TIER WL up till the the Pro-* 
which Elijab the af roars do our” toes Ate, was John the 
Re, ce, a ont. we Peels For another 


ne Degr 

Ehlyab. $794 Mioiſtr and of an Hi; ation, Of cn 
ſhall yer Ariſe; m_— Lord oc oe | alſo in ſaying ; El:- 

jab. truly Cometh, and ſhall Reſtore All Things ; even before that Nuably 
. Great, ..and T; ernible Day of 'the Lord ;; Pp when the 4 Con- 


+. if he woul 


'A' Diſcourſe of Miracles. 5 
Fxtſog Power, the Powet of Miracles, being alſo Joyn'd with 
15, ſhall be abundantly given out; For 7obs - did no Miracle to 
thew the Hrophecy was not in him Fullfill'd to the utmsſt;, then ſhall 
andeed the Feart of the Fathers be Turn'd to the Childrenp and the 
Heart of the Children to the Fathers, or of the Diſobedient to the Wiſ- 
on, of the 7uft. : | 
oweycr,in the mean time, The Beginning of the Goſpel,in eve 
Evangeliſt, is plac'd in John, to whom ſays Luke, The Word of God | 
by immediate Miſſion came ; and he was a Man ſent from God, as 
rhe Evangeliſt Zobn ſays ; And- the very Beginning of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Ebriſt the Son of God is Fig'd in Him by Mark cap. I. I, 2. As 
ve loyo'd the laſt words of Malachi, and the firſt 
of his own together, and in aContinuation, as one and the fame 
Holy Scripture. | 
But apkbGanBing all this, tho John was ſo' great a Prophet z, 
Tet he-(faith Chriſt) that is Leaſt in the rp aar7 of God, is Greater 
than.be:; His Greatneſs above all, that were Born of Women ſtood in 
this, That be prepar'd che way to Chriſt, and to that great Power, with: 
which the Sox of God came : He was ſo Great -in his being fo- 
near the Kingdom of: God ; yer becauſe He was fo near, and-nor- 
1ntharvery Kingdom, It was not fir for him to do any Miracle 1 
That was a Glory Proper only to the Kingdom of Gad. it ſelf Now 
it was juſt in its Appearance. | 
And thus, I have broughe Time down to- its 'Fullneſs, juſt to: 
that very point wherein our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Appearing, there 
. were ſo great Reaſons of ExpeRation, that his Kingdwr ſhould: 
alſo have then Appeal Immediately, and: all Miracles have been 
ſumm'd up in its Coming with! Power ;: But: tho. in the Days of 
thoſe Kingdoms, } mean bf thoſe Four: ' Monarchies in Daniel, that. 
were fo Derermin'd by God and by Chriſt ;, a' Room was re-- 
ſery'd, That the God of: Heaven ſhould ſet up a Kingdom, and a Do-- 
' minion never to-End; yet.it was in Infinite Wiſdom, and Conn» 
ſel ſo Derermit'd, char itfhould ſhew 'ic felf , and its'right, and 
ſo withdraw again 3 becauſe the laſt of 'the Four Monarchiesy, 
even the Roman Monarchy, had that latge Stage of Time allow'd: 
to it to/run over; and concerning the laſt State' or Part of which. 
Chriſt had Sworn ,. There ſhould be Time, Times and balf a Time, 
ere the Wonders, or Miracles proper to the latroducing/his. 
Kingdem ſhould be Finifhed: Dan. 12. 6, - 
[owever for that very Appearance of that- Kingdom ſet wp, . ſo- 
great a Power of Miracles, as were ' wrought in the. Days of: 


hriſt, and of the Apoſtles. of our Lord and Saviony Jeſus. Chriſt: 
Was: 


—_ 
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was ſoſhewn ; both in regard of that Kingdom of Faith and Hi- 
lneſs, that did then a{tually ſhow it ſelf ; and which indeed 
can never ſuffer a Total, fo much, as Interruption, much lefs 
an End z But yet an Apoſtaſy from it, even a General Apeſtaſy, the 
Apoſtaſy of a Generation, the Antichriſtian Generation, expreſsd 
by the Apoſtle, 1'Tim. 4. 1. by Twes, was to come zas the A- 


. Poltle does with ſo great an Earneſtneſs and Zeal Aﬀert, 2 Theſ, 


2, And by the fame degrees, the MySery of Iniguity wrought tn 
order to that, and robring it forth, hy the very fame, the Kzing- 
dom of Chriſt withdrew; and Retired in the Spiritual Vertue, 
and Power of it, and aiſo inthe Miraculous Power that comes 
along with it. : | | 
This ſtop to its preſent glorious Appearance 1s very Forcibly 
Expreſs'd by Dexiel in theſe words, Dan, 9 24- The Sealing Viſwn, 
«nd Prophecy at the very Time of making an End of Sin,' and Fi- 
aiſhing Tranſereſſion; ſhewing, that whereas the Glory: of the King - 
dom was in [tri& Juſtice due to Chriſt ar the very Time. of the 
Sacrifice offered, and Reconeiliction made, and the great Aﬀurance 
God gave of his Acceptance of it by the Riſing of our Lord from 
the Dead for our Fuſtificftion ; which was in Danels Fake, Fre 
inginEverlaſtingRightzouſneſs, That then immediately ſollows:the 
Sealing Viſion, and Prophecy, viz. The Viſion, and Prozhecy of the 
Glorious Temple, and Kinzdom of Chriſt, even:to'Ezekicl 40. 8c. . * 
Indeed there'was a GracGual Ulnſealing that firſt Sealing in. the 
Opening the Seven firſt Szals, which produc'd the Appearance of 
the Kinedom of Chniſt in the Chrsfiar Empire of Conſtantine, and his 
Succefſors; but becauſe under ir the Antichriſtian State of the Em- 
piro madeup every day nearer andnearerto: Antichriſt's, (2 Thef. 
2,) own Time, wherein he was to be Rexelled; therefore therewas 
a ſecond” ſraling of the ' Servants of God in their Foretzzall ; which 
ſealing being contemporary with the- Witneſſes in Sackcioath,! and 
that-con:emporary with the: Forty Twa Months of. the Gentiles, 
and of. the Beaſt, and' of the H/onanimmithe Hilderneſs,. is, by con 
ſtrudion, a Time of: 1260 Days of Nears. Sv thatthe Glory: of 
tieir State was indeed ſecur'd;, bur Conceald- alſo, and 'Reterv'd: 
Upon which the Kingdom:of Chriſt could not be Reveal'd; during bac 
keine: alſa;-and«this, as Eſhall:argue, was the True Cauſe of che: 


ceſſarojs of "the pomer-of| Miracles. | | 
And when there was a C hallenge of 'the:Kizedomof Chriſiy, Rev, 
10: by-the: Roar of the. Lyon, and:SeuentThunders. uttering-thrir Foi- | 
ces, there was yer (which ſhalb be the, laſty ai omar woag nr 
forks of Mit 


racles 


of the Thunderss Sothavthore coald notberhe m{hty þ 
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racles Jhemiug forth themſelyes , notwichſtandiug the Reforma- 


1:04. + 


-, I have thus far now ſhewn the cloſe connexion of Miracles, and 


the Kingdom of « briſt, all along from the Promiſe of the Seed of 
the Woman breaking the Head of the Serpent unto the very Kingdom of 
Cn in far Greater Glory,than ever yet it hath done 
and no T ime excepted, but the T ime of Straits, from the Reſtoring 
Jeruſalem to M:ſſiab; and the Time of the 1:66 Days of the Apo- 
ſtaſy, ' nor exp'ring at the Keſormation, nor yet expired; 

[ hat | may then give, what | accoune; the. True Reaſon of the | 
Suſpenſion, rather than' Ceſſation of Miracles, 1 will lay down 
my ſcnic of it in theſe Following Parriculars : 


1. There is a ſolemn Oath of Chriſt, That the Potentacy of 
the Beat would have Time, Times, and balf a Time, 42 months, -or 
3260: Days. | $5.4 

2+ This Potentacy of the Beaſt was to attain ics power by doing 
Great Wonders, and working Miracles. © For that which is called, 


* The ther Beaſt, Rev. 1 z; 13. while he ſays tothem that dwell on the 


Earth, that they ſhould wo ſhipthe Beaſt, and make an Image to the 
Beaſt ; mags ive him in the Image of Spritual Stipremacy, Im 
zerial Pow or, WR ks mracles, rho falſe ones And thus it was to 
be, becauſe, as hath been ſaid, rhe Kingdom of the Beaf is the. Cons 
zerfeir of the Kingdunef Chriſt, and ſo muſt Appear with V ira 


cles, 

3- The Kingdom of Chriſt cannot appear while ihe Be:f's 
Term laſts; For thoſe Two Kingdoms, can no more li.nd woge- 
ther, in Manifeſtation and Appearance, than the Ark and Da+ 


08. h | 
, 4. In the Kingdom of Chriſt then, Miracles come, when hisName 
in bis Kingdom comes ;, For where his Name is near, in any Qur- 
ward Luſtre, and Vitlible Gtry of bis Kingdom, in that Plalm of 
his Kingdom, Fſal, 75,1, T here his wondrons works muſt and ihail: 
declare it. | - 

5. Where True Miracles come, Falſe Miraclescannor Abide ,. 
bur Vaniſh, as thoſe of Simon Magus, Att 10.. of Elymas the Sor- 
cerer,, Chap. 13. $8. of the Exorciſts, Chap 19. 13. as thoſe af 
Fannes and Jambres before Moſes, 2: Tim. 3. 8 as the Prieſts: of 
Baal, whoſe God could not Anſwer by Fire, before the True'G 
by Eljab, 1 Kings 18. 28.38: When God/indeed appears,. All 
Coumerteits are forced tocry out, This 3s the Finger of God. God 
cannot be out-ſhot.in his own. Bow. 

m * $5 Whcrp 


\ 7 


. 5 6 A Diſenirſe of Miracles. 


'5. Where the Miracles proper to the Evangelical Kingdos 
and Glory of Chriſt come, there 1s alſo a pourng - out of the Di- 
vine Spirit in the Hearts of Men, by mighty. Operations of Grate, : 
according to bjs own Wall ;, and in proportion to the ance 
his Kingdom. is to make at that time; And this mult preyail oyer 
All that ftands in the way of 1t, . 


Lay then theſe together, They make Demonſtrative Proof ; 
There could be, There can be no Miracles while the Antichriffi- 
an Times laſt ; that. is, nv open, viſible, ſenlible Miracles ; For 
if the Beaſt muſt, by the! Oath if Chriſt, laſt 1260 Years; If it 
muſt begin, and be ſuſtain'd by Lying Signs-and Wonders ; And if 
where Chriſt's Kingdom comes in Glory, -Miracles come, and 
his Spirit alſo; If rhe Falſe Miracles of Antichrift's Kingdom can- 
not ſtand before the TrueMiracles of Chri&s Kingdom, much 
. more with his Spiric, Then it necefſatily follows, there can'be 
no Miracles, no Divine Viſible Miracles, while the Kingdom of 
the Beaſt is by the Oath of Chriſt to continue 2 It would nt- 
ly break All in pieces, over-throw All 3 The Braft's Kingdom 
cannot ſtand before them : His Kingdom having becn ſo: near to 
1260 Years, ſo long Miracles muſt have been ſuſpenged,and the 
Ml canons Power have laia (till ; and becn quiet, as }n its Scab- 
_ Dard, a4 

. For what can ſuch Lying YVonders, as are done by the Dead 
Bones of Martyrs, Relicks of this or that Saint; the Yingin Mary; ar 
even pertaining to Chriit's Garments, YYood of bis Croſs, before the 
mighty Power of Truly Evangelical Do&rine, ſcal'd with Mira- 
cles; ſuch as were done by Chriſt, and: his. Apoſtles ; -rogerher 
with che Inward Power and Grace of the Divine Spirit, making 
obedient by Word and Deed; What could All the Legendary Mira- 
cles of Tranſubſtantiation do in Reliſtance ro Divine Truth fo ar- 
med ; or Brutiſh Excommunications ofie& before that True A 
ſtolical Power of caſtingto Sathan ; The One True Fire from Hea- 
en ; the other Brutum Fulmen, Falſe Fire, though pretcnded to 
be brought down from Heaven ; where, by the. way, 1 cannot bur 
obſerve how Prophecy hath guided common Language ; For as 
Lightnings, or Fulminations are Fire from Heaven, '{o common 
Language hath ſtyled Excommunications z Fire as. from Heaven 
though indeed on Row che Magical Heaven of the Pope, aa 
moſt truly from the ſulpburcous ſmook of the buttrmlefs Pit, Revel, 


9 1. Falling in- with Revel. 13, 13. to Great ExaQt 
| Now 


n cls, 
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Now a due Conſideration of what I have now Repre- 


ſented, makes Full Solution to To Objeions, that may ariſe from 
an overly RefleQion upon it. 


Obje. 1. Ic wy asked, Why had the Apoſtaſy of the Ten 
Tribes, ſo Great a Type ot the Anttchriſtian Apoſtaſy; to many and 
ſo great Miracles by Elijah, and Eliſha ? 


Anſ. The Anſwer is already given, becauſe the Kingdom, and 
Apoſtaſy of Antichriſt was ſworn by Chriſt;and therefore could nor 
be broken till the End of the 1260 days; but it would have been 
broken by Miracle , whereas the Kingdom goes Ten Tribes being 
Thraelaiſh, and Appointed by God, was not Tcuch'd by the Miras 
cles of Elijah, and Eliſha, altho their Paganiz'd Ajoſtaſy was; the 
King dom therefore continued, norwithilanding thole Miracles, 
ſo long as God intended ; But afrer he Remued it, as he ſaw 
good. Par if the Antichriffian Apoſtaſy had or ſhould Fall before 
the Timc, the Papal Kingdom muſt tall with ic ; Now the Power 
of Goſpel-Dodrine, of Miracles, of Porring out the Spirit, muſt 
needs have Broken it without Remedy; which had been contrary to 
the Oath of Chriſt, There were yet Spiritual Miracles, as is tobe 
ſhewa, together with the Doftrine of the Witneſſes ; But they 
being aot viſthle, and fo not Forcible on the Senſe, nor Joyn'd 
with the Spirit powr'd out, as it ſhall be in the Succeffion the 
Kingdom of re ha Antichriſtian, both Kingdom and Apoſtaſy have 
ſtood notwithſtanding. 


Obje, 2, Why had not the Reformation a proportionable ap: 
pearance of Miracles with the Revival of the Dedrine of the 
Goſpel, and the Retrenchment of the Papal Kingdem, in ſo many 


States and Kingdoms ? 


Anſ. It hath been alrcady Intimated ; T he Antichriſtian Po- 
tentacy and Afoſtaſy were to continue not only Time, and Times, 
but the Half Time allo; the 180, as well” as the 1080 Days of 
years ; Now atthe beginning of Half Time the Reformation ap- 
pear'd, yet the Beaſts Half Tims was Remaining. due; Chriſt 
therefore Seales the Thunders, Rev. 10. 4. Gives out no Miracu- 
lous Fower, nor Gifts of the Spirit in Extraordinary, or according 
ro his Kinzdom, but ſtays till the Expiration of Half Time alſo 
For if the Revival of the Dofrrine only, with ordinary Gifrs 


of the Spirit, hath ſo far 2 without theſe Mighty _ 
OW 


> | 
; 


--” 
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How much more muſt Theſe Joyn'd with Miracle, and extra- 
ordinary Effuſions of the Spirit have preyaild ; even to the- 
Ruine f the Papal Kingdom, and taking away. the ApoFaſy before - 
the Time ſworn by Chrif. | 

And ſo | have ſettled what I had to ſay on the Parious Times, 
and the yarious appearances of Miracles in all Times. 


CHA P:. VII 


The Direct Proof of the Power of. Miracles 


Returning, by the following Arguments. 


for it;. 


| Addreſs my ſelf tothe Immediate proof, That Mira- 
- Cles are not ſo Ceasd, notwithſianding an | Interruption of 1260 
years, but that they ſhall yet Return, when the Succeſſunof the King- 
dom. of Chriſt , and the. ſervice of. that . Kingdom. ſhall Require 
it, | 


Argum, 1, The general, Argument give for it,is this, That 
Miracles have. not perſeted the End and Intention of God in 


that,. whereunto they-are oT_—_ ; Now all the Works of 
attain their. End ; If then they 


have not done it, it .is certain, they. muſt return to doit; For. 
God cannot be Diſappointed, or Fruſtrated, in. what he De- 


ſigns. 
There are two great Ends of Miracles, which have not yer 
been Anſwered by them, which afe Afurances to us, Miracles 


ſhall, and-muſt Return, 


F , «P.. b d... *. ——c=. 
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Rod of ChriſtsStrength,by which he is toRule ſo Extenſively to the 
Ends of the Earth 3 That hath-not yet been Done; Therefore 
Miracles muſt Return to do ir, as I ſhall now Argue. Firſt, 1 
ſay, the Goſpel was, -and is to prevail to the very Ends of the 
Earth. This we ſee is not yet done; The Goſpel is to Eſtabliſh 
the Glory of Chriſt, the Glory of his Sacrifice, of bis R iebteenſneſss 
of his Interceſſion, the Greatneſs of his Kingdom; Theſe Things, 
we know, how Imperfe& they are as yer, both in the Clear- 
nels of their Knoxledg,in the Extenſivencis of them,and in the 
Univerſal Communication of the Goſpel to all the World. 

Now if any one will ſay, why may not a mighty Pouring out 
of the Spirit of Chriſt, together with greater Light, and mote” 
Abundant Ewidences of the Goſpel, and, of the Truths of it 
ſerve in the place of Miracles; ſecing it is an Affirmation al- 
moſt General, God works no Miracles, except upon Neceſſi- 
ty. 

- It Anſwers, lt is True, If it pleaſed God; It might be fo, 
bur then Co I: might have been in the Days of Chriſt, an 

of the Apoſtles ; Do we not certainly know, that the Power of 
Chrif, could in the Days of his Fleſh, and by the Preaching of 
his Servants, with the Preſence of his Cpirir, haye done all He 

andthey Did, without Miracles ; and wrought yet even to the utmoſt 
Effet : If he had not pleaſed and thought fir ro make Miracles 
the Convoy, and, as it were, the Triumphant Chariot, in which 
That Power ſhould Ride: For when the Apoſtle faith, God bare 
them Witneſs with Signs, and Wonders, and Divers Miracles, and 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit; He yer adds, According to his own Will $ 
He ſaw no ſuch Neceſſity of Miracles, but all was according to his 
own Will, his own pleaſure. WW; 

[c is moſt certain, It he had not Freely choſen to *Work by 
Miracles, his Spirit would have immediately Reach'd any 
Heart without them ; we find it did ſo. If Chriſt ſpake to any 
Perſon; In the very moment, he Roſe up immediately and Followed him; 
As Matt. 9, 9. He ſaw Matthew futing at the Receipt of Cuſtom, 
and he ſaith unto him, Follow me ; and Immediately, be made no more 
words of it, but Roſe up, and Followed Him, He Conferr'd not with 
Fleſh and Blood, He was in a Profeſſion, that required much 
Intention ; He was in his Very Buſineſs of ir, and warm, as we 
fay in it; and it was in ſuch a Kind of Profeffion, as Men do 
not uſe cafily to be call'd off from, ro mind Things 'of a Re- 
ligious Concernment ; For Publicans and Sinners often in the Gof- 
©. Joyn'd together, Men of no IIS, or Scrupulous Conſciences 

2 were 
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ences; Yet when Chriſt Commanded, - and no Miracle was: 
wrought, he was Obeyed ; If a Man among us were waiting up- 
on his main Buſineſs, his way of Gain and Profit ; and one 
ſhould come to him without ſuch a Power, as the Spirit of 
Chriſt Afts by, and ſay to him ; ſuppoſe on any Goſpel Account, 
when the Man was a Stranger toirz Leave that you arc wait- 
ing upon, tho it be your Office, and your Iztereft, and atrend 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; whar a Scorn would ſuch a one make- 
of ſuch a Propoſal ; But the Power of Chriſt can, where he pleaſ- 
&s, Touch a Heart, Bow a Heart withour the outward conveyance of 
a Miracle ; But even a Miracle, tho It may Amutle, and Startle, 
yet if the Power of Chriſt come not along with ic, it could not 
do more, than amuſe, and poſſibly move for a while. 

In Zacchers it was the very like Caſe, To Andrew, and- 
Peter Chriſt firſt gave his Commands and his Promiſe, to make 
them Fiſhers of Men , and they yr their Nets, and Follewed him, 
ao_—_ any. Miracle at firſt, becauſe his Spirit wrought Effefually in 
af! things, 

Bur chan on the other ſide, as I have ſhew'd abundantly ; 
Miracles did not prevail,when the Spirit came not ; For how ma- 
ny ſawthe Miracles of Chriſt, and yer Believed not 2 - 

Indeed in the Converſion of the Apoſtle Paul, Jeſus Chriſt 
ſaw fit , for the great porpoin, for the Honour, and for the 
Manifeſtation of his Kingdom, of the New Creation, there ſhould 
be a Miraculous Appearance ; A Light therefore ſhone round, 
and other Manifeſtations of the Powerful Viſible Preſence of- 
Chriſt, were given at it. 

All this ſhews then another-great Reaſon, why God is pleas'd 
to make Miraclesthe Conveyance, (as I have ſaid) the Chari- 
ot of his Mighty Spiric; and whar End, but that God would 
give Teſtimony » That a New Creation , a New Heaven , 
a New State of Things, a World to come ſhall. be, when the Geſ- 
pel ſhall attain. its Glory, Then ſhall be a Viſible Repreſen- 
zation of the Inward Spiritual Glory ; The Caſe, and outſide 
£0 the Inward Glory ſhall be the outward Glory, the outward 
Glorious State of all Things; ſome Parcels and. Portions of 
which are according to the Word of God ſhewn with the Goſpel, at 
ſuch Times, and in ſuch Caſes, on ſuch occalions as the Lord 
ſees meet. 

For this is Demonſtration, If without Miracles Chriſt drew 
Souls, when he pleaſed, even whole Cities (as that of Samaria, 
fohno 4.) without any Miracles we Read of ; And if, notwith- 

ſtanding 


ſtanding Miracles, he left many to the Blindneſs, and Hardneſs 
of their Heart: Ic is then Evident ; There is no neceſſity of 
Miracles, but the Spiric powr'd out from on High is Enough, 
and only Enough with Miracles, or without, for Converſton ; 
It follows then, Miracles are wrought chictly becauſe God would 
give Pledges, and, as | ſaid,Parts,and Peices of the World to come 
before hand ; that ſhall be a Viſible Glory over and upon the 
Spiricual [nvittble Glory of the Goſpel at irs Height and Per- 
fetion ; Tho ir may Collatterally ſerye for Confirmation, 
and a Teſtimony to it now. 

Yer ſtill Miracles duly attend the Goſpel in the World,in the 
Days of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles; in All ics Grander Ap: 

arances in. the World ; as is allowed, and agreed on all fides; 

Argue thengſceing the Goſpel is yet ina very Imperfe& State ot 

Acquiſt, or of getting the whole World into its poſſeſſion ; there- 
fore, when ever the Goſpel is to come out again in that Glory, 
and Power, as- to bring the uttermoſt Ends under it ; Then 
even in Courſe there mult be,there ſhall be a return of Miracles: 
Thoas I ſtall Argue much more, becauſe the Goſpel ſhall then 
Introduce the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the World to come, It mult 
be attendedby Miracic. 
- Bur to Argue firſt, according tothe Allowances of Men with 
whom we now deal, let us look on the ſecond Pſalm». 7. ſaith 
Chriſt, 7 will declare the Decree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me , Thou 
ert my Son, This Day have 1 begotten thee ; Ask of me, and 1 ſhall 
give thee the Heathens for = Inheritance, andthe uttermoſt ends of the 
Earth for thy poſſeſſion. This ſhall indeed be done. by Angry 
- Power, by a Rodof ron, where the Goſpel does not preyail; bur 
yet it is to be done allo, and principally roo by the Goſpel : For 
Pſal. 110, When the Lord ſhall fend the Rod of Chriſts ſtrength out of 
Zion, That he ſhall Rule in the midſt of his Enemies, and, even as other 
Scriptures ſay, to the very Ends of the Earth ; His People ſhall be 
willing in the Day of his Fower and through the Power of Con- 
yerting Grace, he ſhall, as in regard of Abundance of Con- 
verts, have the Dew of bis Nouth, the Children of his Touth Re- 
newed, at that Time, Like the Eagles, as numerous as the Drops of 
Dew f rom the dawn of the Morning His People perſwaded by the 


Goſpel, ſball come in, as Free-will- Offerings info great numbers: 
W hen this Day of Chriſt's Power therefore ſhall be, and the 
EffeQs of the Goſpel Preaching ſo mighty, then according toal! . 
Rules of Proportion Miracles ſhall return to atrend the Gol- 


l. 
ow LY- Bux : 
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But I Argue further from poſitive, and Expreſs Scriptures be- 
yond Contradifion (and indeed, I do not 6nd many, that are 
fo unreaſonable, as to diſagree, however, they may-think, that 
Miracles ſhall not Return) that the Geſpe! muſt have yeta 

reater Publication to the ends of the. Earth, than it yet hath had 

or we knows what vaſt paris of the Earth there are now, that 
are without the Goſpel , not only without the Belief of it, bur 
without the very Sound of ic; or at leaſt a Sound, that is at all 
Conliderable, if any at All; Yet few think it ſhall be ſo to the 
»*ry Exd; Few think God hath done, what he intends to do, 
thar God hath gone over the World with the Goſpel, as far as 
ws hath any purpoſe to go 3 and that he intends to.go no fur- 
ther, 
But whoever may think ſo, Chriſt Diſcourſing'cncerning the 
End, hath told us, Matt, 24.6, 14+ There ſhall be Wars, and Rumors 
of Wars, but yet we muſt not be ſo ſhaken in Mind, as to think, 
therefore, The En4 muſt needs be ; For, faith hey The End is not 
yet, 1t is True, faith Chriſt, 1 have been Prophecyed of as the 
Prince of Peace ; and that under my Government Wars ſhould be made 
to Ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth , that the Nations ſhould learn War 
no more.; but beat their Swords into Plowſhares, and their Spears into 
Pruning hooks, That I fhould Break the Bow, and Cut the Spear, and 
Arrews Aſunder, and Burn the Chariots in the Fire And therefore 
when ever you have Wars, and Rumors of Wars, you may think 
that it muſt needs be, I muſt Come, and put an End to all 
T hings, as in this State of the World, that I may put an End 
to Wars ; But ſaith Chriſt, Theſe things muſt be, yet the End ſhall 
not, as yet, be. | 

And therefore I freely profeſs though we ſee the World at 
this Day, almoſt All in a Combuſtion, in a Flame ; Every one 
knows what an Univerſal State of War there 1s at this T ime ; 
yet I ſhould not look on this as an Argument of the near Ap- 
proach of the Kingdom of Chriſt, if there were not more Affur- 
ed Arguments from the Scripture Line of Time ;, For Chriſt hath 
told us that there ſhall be ſuch Things all along, and we may 
ſee by the Hiſtory of All Nations; There have been Wars, and 
Rumors of Wars all along ; and yet this is no Argument, The 
End ſhall yet be ; But v. 14+ Crib tells us, what ſhall be an af- 


ſured Argument, The End ſhall be ; that is, The Endof this State 
of the World; For, ſaith he, v. 14. This Goſpel, This very Goſpel of ; 


the Kingdom (it is very Remarkable, 1t is the Goſpel of the King- 
dom of Ghrif) It ſhall be Preached is all the World for a Witneſs un- 


Is 
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to all Nations. and then ſhall the End Come , Surely there catt be no- 
ching more Expreſs, and Full to the purpoſe ; Thar there muſt 
be jult upon the End, a Preaching of th? Goſpel in all the World , 
Take what Preaching of the Goſpel you will, that hath been before, 
if the End hath not Followed upon it; That is not the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, on which che End Follows, that is here ſpoken of , 
This muſt needs be granted ; For when Chriſt Gays, ſuch things 
ſhall Be, but the End ſhall not be yet : This Preaching ſhall be, and 
the - End ſhall be; Nothing can be more Fall, that it is the 
Preaching of the Goſpel at the End; and no other, that Chriſt 
ſpeaks of ; The End muſt immediaiely Follow, 

And if. any one ſhould ſay, By the End, is not meant the End 
of this State of the World, but the End of the Jewiſh State , I 
Argue further, If it be the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and be juſt 
before the End; It mult bring in the Glory of Chrits Kingdom, 
atthat En, or elſe the End comes, and yet the Goſpel hath nor 
done its work; and attain'd its End ; Why is it then call'd the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, If it brings in an End, and yer does not : 
bring in the Kingdom. Now we know the Kingdom was not 
brought in by the Zewiſh Deſolations3 For beſides, that 1ſrael muſt 
be a Glorious part of Chriſt's. Kingdom, as all Scripture Wiit- 
neſſes;T he Roman Pagan Monarchy kept out the Kingdom of Chriſt 
for near 300 years after the Deftruftion of Jeruſalem, and the 
Papal Roman Monarchy hath (except a ſhort Symbol of it in the 
Chriſtian Empire) kept ic out ever lince ; ſeeing therefore the 
Kingdom has not come, T he End has not come; and if the End 


be not come, that Preaching of the Goſpel, Chriſt intended; has nor 
| Argue laſt of all the Goſpel had not been 


et been 

reached in AZ the World, before the Deftruttion of 7e- 
ruſalem, nor ſo far, as it hath been ſince ; Nor was any Thing, 
but the Kingdom of Chriſt the proper things to be Witneſſed to all 
Nations ; the concernment being {mall to teveral Nations in the 
Deftrudtion of the Fews, eſpecially if compar'd with the Kingdon, , 
which the Goſpel is the Goſpel of, or with the End of this World, 
that is juſt before that Kingdom.. By all which it is moſt mani- 

feſt, there is yet the greateſt Preaching of the Goſpel to come, that ever - 
- yet hath been ; why then ſhould Miracles be Divided from it, ſee- - 
ing all acknowiray they are ſoproperto it? And why, ſeeing 
it is the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and Miracles and the Kingdom are 
ſo together, that Chriſt ſaid, If 7 do indeed Att by a Miraculous 
Power, no doubt, the Kingdomof God in a gracious Offer of it is come 


upon you2 And how fecing the Ends and the State after it de- 
Peng. i 
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nd on a Miraculous Power to bring them ing can Miracles be 
divided from Them ! 

Another Scripture I Argue upon, is Rev. 14. 6, After Chriſt 
had Riſen; After the Apoſtles Preaching ſome Numbers of 
years ; ſome reckon 70 years, ſome more before the Revelation 
was given; all which time the Goſpel was Running, and (if ar 
any time yet) Flying through the World; yet it 1s ſaid, After that, 7 
ſaw another 4ngel Fly through the midſt of Heaven, having the ever- 
laſting Goſpel to Preach to them that Dpwell on the Earth, and ts every 
Nation, kindred, Tongue and People ;. ſaying with a loud Poice, Fear 
God, and give Glory to him ; For the Hour of his Judgment is come ,, 
] defire you would weigh this; ſaith our Lord; The Goſpel muſt be 
Preached to All Nations, and then the End ſhall be ; ſaith Jobn, I ſaw 
an Angel having the Goſpel to Preach, and to ſay, the Hour of his Judg- 
ment ts come; therefore no Preaching of the Goſpel but at the 
Hour of his Judgment is the Preaching here ſpoken of. 

I appeal therefore; if there Remain ſuch a Preaching of ' 
the Goſpel, as never has been yet, ſo Great, ſo Mighty, fo 
Univerſal, that ſhould come to every Nation, Tongue, and {an- 
guage ; Whether then ought not to be upon All Chrifltans an Ex- 
peftarion of the Return of Miracies ? I appeal to the Reaſon of 
All Men;and moſt particularly to the Searchers of theſe Things, 
For tho it may look like a ſingular Opinion, that Miracles 
ſhould return again ; yct it is no ſingular Opinion, That the 
great End of Miracles is co go along with the Preaching of the 
Go pel ; and tobe a Tefimony from Heaven to it ; This is gene- 
rally Conſented in ; if therefore there remains ſo great and 
univerſal a Preaching of che Goſpel, certainly Miracles ſhall 
return [0 wait upon it. 

And how nearly this is Conjoyn'd with that Werld to come, 
whereof we ſpeak, is Evident In that it iscall'd the Everlaſting 

. Goſpel; even as the Reſtitution of AN Things is that, which hath 
been ſpoken of by the Mouth of all the Prophets, fince the World began, 
At 3.18, &c. And as the Finiſhing of the Myſtery of God zs ſaid, 
Rev. 19. 6, to bethat, which he had Evangelix'd or Preached as 
Goſpe!, before, or of old, by his Servants the Prophets ; So the E- 
h.. he Goſpel muſt needs be that' which hath been always 
Preaching, and Declaring ; It muſt be rherefore the Preaching 
of that Reſtitution, of that Myſtery always Preached as Goſpel, 

Again it is faid ; The Hour of his Julgment, that is, of 
his Goverment, or of his Kingdom is come ; For his Kingdom 

is both Judgment in a ſtrit ſenſe, or the Univerſal Government 


of 


—— 
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of Chriſt ; So that-it muſt bezas Chriſt call'd it in the forenam'd 
Matth. 24. The m_- of the Kingdom. Thus it is every W 
prov'd, there muſt be a Return of Miracles ; both in Regard, 
the Intention of God in Miracles is not accompliſted in the 
Univerſal Preaching of the Goſpel; or in the Kingdom broughr 
in by the Preaching of the Goſpel; of which Kingdom, the Goſpel is 
the Goſpel; and for the Bringing in of which Kingdom,or Reſtrtuti- 
; or World to come, Miracles are fo cloſely joyn'd with the Gof- 
pel. 


Particular 2. ButI come to a ſecond Particular, to ſhew Mi- 
racles muſt Return; becauſe the great End of Miracles in 
Bringing \in the Kingdom of Chrift, the Reſtitution of All Things, 
the World to come, the New Heaven, the New Earth, 1s not yer Fi- 
niſh'd, and Pertefted ; ſeeing, as I have, I hope, fully made 
cut ; All Miracles are but Parts, Portions, Parcels of that New 
Creation, Speciminous Appearances of that- great Power on the 
Throne, that ſaid, Bebold I Create AllNew. 


Now that Chriſt is to have ſuch an Univerſal Kingdom, and 
in a Reſlitution of AY Things, is ſo Evident, that they, who 
would deny it, arc Forc'd to Fly to a Spiritual Kingdom, and to 
a Providential Kingdom ; In'the Spiritual Kingdom, they think all 
Things may be ſaid ro be now Reſtor'd and made New Inthe 
Frovidential Kingdom, T hey think, All Things Subdued under him, 
and whatever is beyond Theſe, they Conſign over to Eter- 
nity. 

Now it is moſt True, All theſe Kingdoms are to be acknow- 
ledg'd ; and Ido Acknowledg them with all my Heart; and 1 
do conieſs, It would be prejudice enough againſt any Doftrine 
that thouid dcny, that Chriſt hath now a Spiratual Kingdom, a 
Providential Kingdom; and a Kingdom in Eternity, he ſtall moſt af- 
ſured have. 2 

Bur yer that he hath diſtin from theſe, a Kingdom of Reſur- 
redtion, of Reſtitution, of Judgement, putting All Things under him ; 4 
Kingdom of New Heaven and New Earth , and before the State of 
Eternity; | will endeavour to make out; and that this being nat 
ycr accompliſied, There cannot be yet ſuch a Cefſarion of Mi- 
_ bur chat they muſt.Return ro ſerye fo great an 

ad. 

Thar h's Providential Kingdom or Sfiritual Kingdom (if any 
' ſhould think of That) bave not brought all things under bim is moſt 

"i Evident 
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Evident by.ewo places of Scripture;. Heb, 2. 8. Thou haſt put all 
Things in ſubjefion ander his Feet;For in that be hath put all Things in 
ſubjedtion under him, He left nothing, that is not put under him ; but 
yet in the ſenſe, wherein AF things V3 under him ; k is my 
polttive Dofrine, ſaich the Apoſtle, All Things.are not yet put 
under him, It was in the Time, when Chriſt was Riſen, the 
Apoltic ſaid this; when he was Aſcended, when he was Crown'd 
with Gliry and Honour. For this, ſaich the Apoſtle, we do ſee, 
VIz, by an Eye of Faith, thus he Diſtinguiſhes berween whae we 
do ſee, and what we do not fee,ſo much as by the*Eye of Faith. 
am ſure, If All Things were not put under him then ; They are not 
put under him Now ; For there was a far greater Appearance of 
All things put under him at that Time , Than of All things being put 
under him at this Time; even in regard of his Providentzal Kingdom, 
and much more in regard of his Spiritual Kingdom ; and that 
his Kingdom in Eternity is not the Kingdom, wherein All things. 
ſhall be put under him is moſt Evident; For when All Things are put 
under him, even the laſt Enemy Death; then be delivers up : he Kingdom 
to God and the Father, that God may be all in all ; which ſurely, If 
we can have any Apprehenſions of the Eternal Kingdom mult 
- needs be that Kingdom of Eternity; Before the Kingdom of Eternity, 
therefore All Things muſt be put under him. Ani ſeeing the laſt 
Enemy, that is to be Subdued 7s Death ;. The Spirit of God hath 
piven us the exat Time of the Subduing. the Laſt, even Death , 
And it is not till after the Thouſand years of the Kingdom of the firſt 
Reſurrefion ; For then the Devil, All the Dead, and Death and 
Hell are caſt into the Lake ; ſothar, as it is ſo far Subdued in the 
beginning of the Thouſand years, as that the Dead Saints are rais'd, 
the Living Saints Chang'd; So at the End of the Thouſand years it is 
utterly Abol:ſh'd and can never again make the lealt appearance 
or poſſibility of En rance any more for ever ; upon any of the 
Saints, who are ſecur'd in an Ercrnity of Life; io it remains 
ſhut up with its own Dead for ever; And this is that Second 
Death oppos'd to the Firſt Reſurr:&tion. Rev.20.14,15. 

Tke ſecond Scripture 1 Rely upon for the Proof, that the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, whercin All things ſhall be brought under bim 
is not yet ſo Accomplithed; as that All Things ſhould be indeed 
under him, till the Time Appointed by the Father ; is that Evie 
dent one Heb.10 13. where the Apoltle ſpeaking of Chriſts ſit- 
ting down on the Right Hand of God, ſays, He ſits expeiings 
till bis Enenies be made his Footftool ; Expecting ; Now, as the A- . 
poltle fairb, what we cc fulfill'd, and. accompliſhed, why do. 

we 
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we yet hope for, there is no more work for Hope ; If the thing be 
ſeen, and PFullfilled ; ſo ro what End is Expedation of a Thing 
already come © paſs ; why ſhould any one lit expeQting, for 
What he hath already in Hand : Ir is. as if a Man ſhould fay, 
when the Stz is up, and hath Filld the Air with Light, and 
ſpread his Beams upon the whole Earth; I am waiting to ſee 
when the Sur will Riſe} You know +hat Man would becount- 
ed a Fool, or a Madman of any one, that ſhould hear him ſay, 
when the Sun isin his Eye, and its Rays ſpread on the Moun- 
tains about him; 1 am waiting to ſee, when the Sun will Riſe; 
ſo if Chriſt ſhould fit in Heaven Expedting, that his Enemies ſhould 
be made his Foot fool, and they are already his Feotſtool, would it 
not be to impute the greatelt Folly ro Chriſt? Seeing therefore in 

orld, The 


this ordinary way ot Gods Government of the 
Enemies of Chriſt are no more probable to be made his Footſtool , 


than they have been theſe ſo many Hundred Years now paſt ; 
arances of God tor the bring= 


Thete muſt be Miraculous A 
4 pros ro they cannot be ceaſed 


ing this great thing to paſs, an 
ſo, as not to return ; For All the Scriprure W itnefſes, God will 


do this great Thing with great Wonders of Power ; He will be 
rais'd up out of his Fly Habuation, when his Enemies jhall fall before 


him. 
Thus we find in the Revelation, in the very beginning of the 


Kingdom of Chriſt, or for the making way to irs Succeſhon; there 
mult be a Raiſing thoſe W itnetles from the Death , under 
which they had loag lain. and under which they continue to 
Lye, Til a Spirit from God ent:r into them, like a Reſurredtion, 
which we all acknowledg Miracle ; even as the Aſcen/ton to Hea- 
ven in a Cloud Following upon ut ; there mutt be a Dreadful Earth- 

uake, a Myſtical Earthquake, wherein the Powers of Nature 
Live nothing todo; and fo it muſt mult be immediately from 
the Power of Chriſt, wherein thatGabaliſtick (as I may call it) or 


Figurative Tenth of the great City Falls; that is; all the Kings, 
ive their power to the Beaſt, (whic'1 Prophecy ſo often gives 


that now 
by the Number of the Toes of the Feet of the Image, the _ 
Iron, and of Clay:) Thee I en fall Fall cff from che Beaſt, an 
that Roman Woman they cail. Holy Church jutting upon it ; whom 
then They ſhall bate , Seven thouſand Names, thoſe many Ocders of 
Antichriſttas Founding 3 irom the Pope, that ſits on the Throne, to 
the meaneſt of that-Hierarcby, the pooreſt Fryars that .profeſs 
Meudicancy, or Beggary ; All theſe ſhall lie like tne Witneſſes flain, 
wholly diſpiriced ; but ſhall Roh as they, cyer any more _ 
2 ce 
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ſited with any Spirit ef Life ; T he Remnant ſhall be Afrighted, 
and give Glory tothe God of Heaven ;, that is, multitudes of the Pro- 
ſelites of Popery ſhall be Affrighted, and give Glory to the God of Hea- 
wen; The Second Woe, that is, the Tyranny of the Turks, that 
hath hung like a Scourge over the Chriſtian (as we call it) orld, 
and particularly lain with = weight upon thoſe, we Scile 
Greek and'Eaſtern Chriſtians, "T his ſhall paſs off ; All cheſe, -when 
we come to ſee them, what Wonders will they appear! when 
we ſee them, we ſhall Account them Miracles, and they ſhall 
bring in greater Works than theſe, even the Kingdom of Chriſt 
in Succzſhon, proclaim'd by thoſe Loud Voices in Heaven, ſound- 
ing down to Earth ; The Kingdoms of the World. are become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chrift : So while theſe things 


are to be done, and yet arc not done; Miracles, tho ſuſpended, 
are yet not ceaſed. 


Argim. 2. The ſecond Argument I give, Miracles are not 
Ceas'd, However ſuſpended, is ; That Scripture, As 2. 17. 
For there the Apoſtle Peter is giving an account of the ſame 
T hings, as in this Text, Heb. 2, 4 Thcie Divers Signs, and 
Wonders, and Gifts of the Haly Spirit ; ſo ſays the Apoſtle out of 
Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs in thoſe days, T will powre out my Spirit 
on Al! Fleſh, and your Sons and Daughters ſhall Prophecy, 8c, betore 
that Emphatical, that [Pufrious day of the Lord come, Indeed the 
Apoſtle does ſay, This ts that was ſpoken of ; 1t began then ; God 

ave a very bright ſhow of it then; Ir looked out upon the 
World with a great Glory at that Time ; But an Eclipſe 
came upon it ; 1t is yet notwithſtanding due to that great and 
Notable Day of the Lord, that Day, which he calls by a word 
that ſignifizs IMufirious, Apparent, Glorious ; and fo, as we Tran- 
flate, Notable Day ; How Notable,and fo [Huftrious, but by many 
Wonderful degatyicg of Divine Power upon it in ſo Im- 
mediate a way; So indeed none can deny , that Miraculous 
Powers muſt needs introduce that Day of Zudgment according to 
the general Notion, or Doftrine of it, 


But faith the Apoſtle further, Beſore that Notable and Ilufriqus 
ye the Lord Come, Now to have ſpoken this only of that 
Thing, that was ſeventeen Hundred years ago alrcady, or ve- 
ry near it; and we don't know, how many more it may- be, 
if we have not a True —_ upon Time by the Scrip- 

politioh af the Sure word of Prophe- 


C3} 


txre Line of Time, and the 


bo 
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& concerning the nearneſs of that Day, we dow know how 
much longer,how many years mare ir may betoir; and yet to 
call this pouring oat of the Spirit, before it, that was ſo long 
ago, as it it wc but juſt before it ; ſeein God ſpeaks to us, as - 
to Creatures of Time ;, is a very nes by way of ſpeaking 
in any,. and not ealy to be Allowed to be the way of the: 
Diviae Spirits ſpeaking ; conſtdering how often Scripture ſpeaks. 
of Great Things juſt upon that day, and not fo long before 
ic. 

This indeed feems ſo unreaſonable to very ſagacious Inter- 
arm—_ that they cannot acquieſce to, before that Day, ſo long 
fore it; and therefore have found this way to ſalve it; toun- 

derſtand this Notable Day of the Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, and of 
the day of the Yengeance of God upon the State of the Jews ;1do- 
not deny,but that is made every where a Type of the veryDay of 
Zudgment ; But that Day of Deſolation, however on many ac- 
counts very great, is not yet great enough to Anſwer as a Rea- 
ſon of ſo great aT hing as before thatDayonly;nor will it be ad- 
juſted to the things ſpoken of in the Prophet: Joel, nor to the 


great Things every where ſpoken of in Scripture, as coming 


near that day. 
It cannot therefore in juſt Reaſon be underſtood only of that 


Day of the Judgement of God upon that City and Temple ; nor in- 
deed atall of it, but as of a Type and Symbol of that Day ; and yet 
if be not ſo underſtood, except another purring out of the Spirit 
be uuder$ood before that day as near;we make a wide breach,and 
Gap of laconſequence in the Apoſtles Diſcourſe ; and yet ſtill 
the general Opinion even of Chriſtians, and their uſual way of 
Diſcourſe, makes that Notable Day of the Lord no nearer, than it was 
« Thouſand and more years ago; Sotar are we from what the Ape» 
ſtle Requires, of haſtning on-to that Day of God. 


Argum. 3. 1 Argue fromthe great Truths, that are yet to be 
Preached » Declaration of, and order to this Kingdom of Chriſt, For 
Miracles are to give Teſtimony to Truth, when God hath 
great Truth, to. Communicate to the World, and that Uni- 
yerſally to be given; As the great Things of the Goſpel had ſucha: 
Glory of Miracles to Seal them; even ſo the:Truths,. that are 
given proper to that Time, ſhall beWitnefſed, and Sealed with 
mighty Power of Miracles: The great Maſters of Diſcourie. 
concerning Miracles are herein A recings that one great Rea- 

a 


ſou of Miracles is to recommend {ome Manifeſtations of oo 
- that: 
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that had not been before made, ar leafty ſo far known, or ſo 
plainly known, or fo cs rey Toes. 


1] doubt nor theretore, every One will be regdy to ſay; hath 
not Ged made knowa all ſruth already * In theſe /aft days hath he 
not ſpoken all Truth by his Son,and by his Apoſtles that heard him? hath 
he nor Sca!d up, as we ſay, the Canon of bis Word, the Treaſury 
and Standard of Truth? What Traths therefore can there be cx- 
peted, that will need or require the preſence of Miracles to give 
Honour and Affirance to them > Is not this very thing a ſuffi- 
cient Argument againſt any Further ExpeQation of Miracles , 
that there are no iuch New Diſcoveries of Truthgto which they 
can be proper ? | - 
[ will chcrefore give three Inſtances of the Truth, that at 
leaſt, in the further more Glorious Manifeſtation of, eſpecially 
after the Twme of the Apoſtaſy, God will grace with Miracles, 


]. The firſt great Truth, that ſhall be in a wonderful manner 
Preached, is, The Freeneſs of the Grace of Godin Chriſt, the riches of 
Redemption in his Blood. | 

| doacknow 1 dg, T his is Preached now ſo,that there is a very 
high meaſure, as | may ſay of yea yea; yea. and Amen, concerning 
u, among the Servants of Chriſt ; both as to Converſion, and Calling, 
according to his purpoſe, and as to the Juſtiſicatien of Sinners 
Freely by bis Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : 
Bur it-mulſt needs be confeſs'd allo ; there is a great deal of 
Cloud, and Darkneſs ccncerning it ; It is mach Conteſted and 
Encountred on all Sides. - ; 

This was the New Song, that was Sung, Revel. 5. ſaying to 
the Lamb, Thou art Worthy to take the Book of the Kingdom, and to 
open the Seals therecf ; For thou waſt ſlain, and haſt Redeemed us by 
thy Blood out of every T ongue, People, Kindred, and Nation : And this 
Redeeming by the Blo»d of the Lamb, that was ſlaia, was the moſt 
eſpecial Truth, that Miracles at firſt gave Teſtimony unto in the Apo- 
lical Times, ; 


Now in the Deep Times of the Apoſtary, this New Song was loſt 
allogether 3 and tho at the Reformation ic was in ſome meaſure 
Recovered, yet even as the Reformation hath ſunk, as almoſt all 
Conlidering Men allow; ſo hath -the high and Lofty Ayres of 
* this Song been Lowerd;So that at the Time of the Witneſſes coming 
#t of th:irSackcloth,and when the Servants of God,who have all this 


Tims bore a Seal of Concealment on their Foreheads, ſhall appear yy 
the 
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the Fathers Name on their Foreheads in open, legible Charaers, made ſo 
plain, that be that Runs may read them. 


This Sqng therefore,ſhall be as it were a New Song; I lay great 
ftreſs on this word, &s, as it were a New Song It is not a New Song; 
For it was Sung in the Days, and Times of the Apofles; bur 
yer it hath been ſo much loſt, that iris, as it were a New Song ©: 
And the Hundred forty four Thouſand, that bare the Seal of the 
Eiving Ged intheir Forebeads. ſhall now bear his Name openly on. 
their Foreheads 2 Now tlie Spirit of God hath affur'd us, It is the. 
Law of the Name of God, that when that Name is Near, His won- 
drous works (hall dclare it. So then Theſe Hundred forty four Thous - 
fand ſinging this, though but as it were, New Song,(hall fing it with: 
the Fathers Name on thar Foreheads 3 T hat is, with an open Mani- 
feſtation of Miracles 3 And it being asa New Song, It calls tor a 
Poxer of Miracles to make the manifeſtation of i: Honourable in the 
Reſtoration, even as it was in the firſt manifeation, or finzing 
of it by the Apoſtles; and None then ſhall be able to open their mouths 
againſt it, T he Harpers Harjing ſo ſweetly, and Theſe Swe et Singers 
f Iſrael Taking this Song ſrom them, ſhall drown and overcome All 
other ſounds; And that this may be moſt Evidently; The Fathers 
Name, with his wonderful Works declaring it, ſhall be on their Fore- 
beads 3 And ſo it ſhall go along with them in the propagation of that: 
Dodtrine or that Song. 

And as the Sealing on theForehead, was an interruption,anid ſiop pur 
en: Miracles, that there could be no Miracle wrought during the 
Time of that Sealing, with which the #'un:fes Sackeloath was: 
concurrent ; So when the Seal -is taken off, and the Name I\rit« 
tex on the Forehead, Miracles cannot bot b:z and then ſhall that 
New Song be Sung as one Principal Poiat to which Miracles: 
thall give Witrels 

And then ſhall no Dog move his Tongue againſt this 
Truth; as the Apoſtle calls Som Dezgs, that were of the Conci- 
ſon, cutting ſhore the Robes of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to the 
Diſhonour of Chriſt,and ofhisSaints,forthereby theSaintsſhame is. 
feen In that their own Righteouſneſs is worie than Filthy Raggs; . 
"Now ſuch cut ſhort, I ſay, the Robes of the Pure and PerteR 
Righteouſneſs of Chrit, that they may find room and ſpace tor: 
the Works of men : And as Dogs they bark at the Free grace of God : 
Bur then none ſhall ſo much as move their Tonguegagainſt that ſo» 
Glorious Righteouſncs of Jeſus Chrilt; 


The. 
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2. The Second Truth to be Sealed and Witneficd to by Mira- 
cles ſhall be the Free Declaration of the Immediate Appearance 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt : We know, Any, that now = of it, 
ſpeak of it with greateſt Diſadvantage ; we are as tht Jews to 
the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, i Foe d not believe that; So we 
cannot Felieve this Spiritual Kingdom, that hath been now 
in the time of an Adulterous, and perverſe Generation kept ſolow, 
as toall Glory of Appearance ; that it ſhall now ſhine out, and 
be ſeen in Glory, the Kingdom of the great Son of Man, that hath 
been ſpoken of by all the Prophets, and by the Apoſtles of our Lord, 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; when therefore that Kingdoms ſhall 
come into its Succeſſion in the Days of the ſeventh Angel, when 
he ſhall begin to ſound, and that Myſtery of God be Immediately to be 
Finiſhed ; a Miraculous Power (ball Cleave this preſent” World, 
ſo that through the Clefts,-and Breadches of it, we ſhall ſce the 
World to come on every fide ; -T heſe Miracles Attending thar Swift 
Miniſtry of the Flying Angel will make all indeed knowgthat the 
Flour of bis Judement, or Kingdom and Government is come : 
For that is undoubtedly the great T ruth of the Everlafiing Geof 
tel, that the very Hour of his Judgment zs come ; and if the Goſ- 
pel in its FirſPPceachingy, when that Hour of his Judgment was 
not come, had Miracles to Seal it; how niuch more,when that 
Everlaſting Gofpel #s Preached, and ihe very hour of his Judgment #s 
come, ihal) Miracles certainly wait upon that Everlaſting Goſ 
pel, not cnly ascht Goſpel, and as then more Admirably Ap- 
pearing ro be the Everlaſting Goſpel, but as it Brings that grear 
Truth, that the Hour cf bis Ju«gment zs come ; T his Power of Mi- 
Tacles (ball Exaltthar Voice, and make it a Loud Yiice, ſound- 
ing throug? the midſt of the. Heavens of the Lord. 


Arzum 4. A Fourth Argument that ſtrongly perſwades me ; 
- Therc thall be a Return of Miracles is that Scripture, Jerem. 16. 
16. A place | deſire we my often Mcditate upon; becauſe the 
Time of its Fullfilling is very near, andeven at the very dorr 
Oh, ler us Pray that Prayer of Jeremy joyn'd with that greac 
Ailarance ; 0h Lord, iny S rength, and my Fertreſs, my Refuge in 
the Day of Afﬀtition ; the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee from the Ends 
of the Earth, and ſay,. Our Fathers have Inberited Lies, and things 
werein there 7s no Profit : Nothing will rake God appear a 
greater Refuge in the d2y.of Adtipn, than to be deeply apprehen- 
live of this; For God that eo this, can be a Refuge in the - 
moſt Extreme neceſſity, How ſhall this Work on Men, to 


hear 
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hear ſuch Gentiles ſaying, Shall a Max make bimſelf Gods, and they 
are no Gods ? How will this Aﬀed all that Hear, anddraw them 
off from their 7dols of Silver, and of Gold ! 

Or theſe words may be look'd upon, as Gods words by the 
Prophet ; ſhall a man be ſo unreaſonable, or brwtiſh, as to make 
Gods to himſelf of them, that are no Gods * And fo they arc rather 
to be taken ; but which way ever we take them ; TI heretore,or 
Becauſe ofthis ſo great Miſpriſion ol me,ſaith God,1 will this ence 
cauſe them to know my Hand, and my might, and they fhall know, that 
my Name zs Jehovah ; Now the Hand of God, and Might, and 
Hower of God, are every where in Scripture, expreſſions of Mira: 
cles ; And they ſhall for this once know my might ;, It is an expreſſion 
to be paralcll'd with that, Heb.12.27. Tet once more I ſhake Heaven, 
and Earth ;, So once more, the Nations ſhall know my Might; God hath 
oftentimes in one way, or other made the Nations know his 
might ; eſpecially inthe Days of Chriſt, he made them know hrs 
might in a ſenſe of Miraculous Power, above any time before 
it ; but the making the Nations know for this once, 1s the making 
them know for once, that they ſhall never need to be made to know 
any more ; T hat Once ſhall be ſo Efficacious a making to know. 
For fo the Apoſtle hath Taught us to underſtand This Once, or 

et One : It is taking away, or removing every thing, that 1s to 

e moved cut of its place by tuch ſhaking ; ſo the making the might 
to be known this once, is the utmoſt removing all the Pagan Teno- 
rance, or Bruitiſbneſs of making Gods to themſelves, that are no Gods. 
Now ſeeing the Gentiles have nor yet been ſo made to know, it is 
manifeſt, lt was not this'Onte, that God here ſpeaks of; For it 
muſt needs have produced the Effeft ſo, that it never ſhould 
have needed to be produced any more ; |: muſt therefore be 
the laſt making known; and conſequently the Miraculous Power 
muſt Remain to that laſt making known, which is therefore great 
Proof, the Power of Miracles is not ſo ceas'd, tur that it ſhall 
Return, | | 


Argum. 5. Another Argument I would give for the return of 
Miracles, is that Prayer, Ads 4. 29, 30. Lord grant unto thy Ser- 
' wants, that with all boldneſs, they may ſpeak thy word, and that Signs 
and Wonders may be done by the Name of thy Holy Child Jeſus. 1 
defire to know, what words of Limitation are to be found in 
this Prayer > or where any place of Scripture can be found, 
where the Servants of God are Diſcharg'd from expeRing Mi- 
racl:s any more? Where isir - hs Hitherto ſhall Miracles 80, 

an 
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and nofurther ? Where is ic ſaid, they ſhall ceaſe here , or here, 
are ceaſed, here are the Bounds? I have given Leave, 
They ſhall reach unto this Point, but no furcher 2 There was a 
Scaling up Scripture from the Day of Malachy the Prophet, un. 
til Zobs the Baptiſt his Times ; With him Scripture began a- 
ain by the Evangeliſts. There is a ſealing up Scripture again 
y the Apoſtle Zohn in the end of his Goſpel, c. 20, 3g. c. 21, 
25. Theſe things are writteng that ye might Beleive, and if All things 
were written,the World could not contain them.. It ſeems order'd by 
Peculiar Diſpoſes of Providence, that the Books of Scripture- 
ſhould be claſp'd up with that End of the Rexelarion, c. 22, 18, 
Ig. But there is no bound ſet-ro Miracles, or Miraculous . 
Power ; It istrue it hath ceaſed, but by no At cutting off,, as 
I may ſay, the Enrail ; cho there is a ſuſpenſion ; This Prayer | 
therefore, altho it hath had a long Interruption in its cffe& , 
yet it hath no ceſſation put upon it;bur Ic ſhall prevail unco the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, from the Pcomiſe of which, Pſal, 2.. it was 
taken ; The Hand of God, we know, is not ſhorcacd, that ic 


ſkquld work nv more Miracles ; but che Apoſtaſy fallen upon the 
hath brought i this long Inger - 


Profeſſion of Chrillianky 
yal ; yetthe Lords Hand ſhall be again ſtretched out, and ſhall 


not be called back, till he hath'accompliſhed the-thoughts of hzs - 
Heart ; and whatever he hath ſpoken concerning the Glory and 
Kingdom of Chriſt ; and of. that World to Come, whereof, ſaigh 
the Apoſtle, we ſpeak; when we ſpeak of the various Miracles, 
and Gifts of the Holy Spirit according to his own will; there being (6 
cloſe a Connexion berween the one, and the other. . | 


CHAP. 


—_ 
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CHAP. VII 


Of that Power of Miracles, that always 
Accompanies the Goſpel of our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt ; and bath Reſted upon the 
Witneſſes, and yet Reſts upon them; 
During the whole T ime paſt, and tothe 
end of the Twelve Hundred and Sixty 
Days of the Woman in the Wilder- 
neſs ; and the Witnefles in Sackcloath ; 
and the Forty two Montbs of the Anti- 


chriſtian Apoſtaly. 


T- may ſeem, that by giving ſuch Accounts of the Cefſation 
of Miracles, and ſuch Arguments for the Return of Mira= 
cles; that it is the Intention of this Diſcourſe to op all Mira- 
culous Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt now with his Goſpel; 
I hall therefore, to clear that Part, ſpend this C_ in the 
Stating, and Vindicating ſo weighty a point in theſe following 
Particulars, ſhewing the Counſtancy of Spiritual Miracles. 


1. Thoſe Mighty, Miraculous, Spiritual Powers of the Gof- 
pel never remove from it, whereyer the Goſpel comes, they 
come ; wherever the Goſpel-Styl'd rhe Kingdom of God Re- 


moves, being taken from any, they Remoye alſo; And cho 
theſe are not accounted Ws cauſe they do not non 
3 eacm- 
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themſelves to ſenſe, yet the Intrinfick, Inwardexcellency of 
them is ſuch, that they arc indecd the true Miraculous Nature, 
if 1 may ſo ſpeak, both asthey are Effefts, and Emanations of 
Immediate Power from Heaven; and as they arc fo many, cf- 
ſential Parts and peices ofthe World to come. a. 

And Firſt, The Goſpel is its own Miracle ; fo rich a Mani- 
feſtation of Truth, that had been Hid from Ages, and Genera- 
tions, and now manifcſted in theſe [af Times ; Bur belides, Ic 
is Truly Miraculous in irs Effetts, 

2. The Acccprance of Bclicyers in Jeſus Chriſt to Righte- 
'ouſneſs, betore and with God, through Free Pardon, and 7uſti- 
fication by the Blood, and Obedience of Jeſus Chris. 

3- The Renovation, and change of the Whole mangand ot 
the Aftion, and Converſation, by the Spirir of Jeſus Chriſt, 
mortifying the corrupt Luſts, Inordinate AﬀeCtions, and filling 
the Soul with every Grace, to Newneſs of Life and Obedience, 

4+ Dying, or- S/eeping in, and by Jeſus Chriſt, when Saints Sj#- 
Fzs,call'd out of the Body, go up to God and Chriſt; 

5. W hen any one is Aflured in his own mind, hath full Evi- 
dence; when he Finds all he ever did;is brought under Convit- 
ion and Confeſſion, as in the Woman of Samara ; and that 
the Heart andLife are chang'd;why ſhould Miracles be narrow- 
ed'ſo much co ſenſe ; while thus there 1s furmounting Eyigdence 
to the whole man. 77 

Now altho the Working, and Afings hercof arc Inviſible, 
and Indiſcernible by Senſe, yer they are (as Spiricual) greateſt 
Realities, every way above the Power of Nature, or its Com- 
prehenſion; Aﬀerted in all Scripture to be the mighty Power of 
God , and giving a Rich.or abundant Entrance into the | ode of 
our Lord nnd Savwur Jeſus Chrift, and therefore wanting only 
the Externe Appearance, and Affurance, but giving: greatclt 
Inward Aflurance ; For they ate Acknowledged, and Compre- 
bended by All Saints, even this Heighth, Depth , Breadth, and 
Length, of which. the * Apoltle bh Epheſ. 3.18. As if he 
hereby ynrended Mathematical Aſſurance ,, They arc Inwarily 
Seen, Heard, Taſted and Felt, and they have the Odours, the 
Flav--urs of the Kingdom of Chriſt, cauſing the Triumphs of his 
Scryants ; the certain Obſervation of all by-ſtanders, who 
cannot but acknowledg their good Converfation, the Holy Lives, 
and Comfortable Dying of the Saints of Chriſt; and many 


have been wrought upon hereby to Faith in Jetus Chriſt, the 
Buz 


acknowledged Principal End of Miracles. 
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But beſides theſe, which are always Inſeparable from the 
Goſpel; There are thoſe, the Spirit of God hath told us are 
proper to the very Time of the Apoſtaſy, as a Counterpoiſon to 
it, manifeſted in and by the Witneſſes of that Time. | would 
therefore open, as I have before thewn, Miracles are ro be Di- 
vided into Miracle of Mercy and of Judgment, How far Mi- 
racles continue, eyen all the Time of the Amichriftian Apoſtaſy, 
in each way or manner of Exercile. 

Bur it is Heedfully ro be Remembred ; They were nor Re- 
preſented, and Counterparted with thoſe open, and tcnlivlz 
Miracles, which arc indeed the Miracles, that muce properly 
we are now in Diſcourſe. of; ſuch as force the Senie, and call 
upon men Uaniverſallyto fay ; Here i the Finger of God; For 
the Witnefles and their Miracles were under the Sealof the Liv- 
ing God, as | have already Realon'd, and fo were nor (een, and 
acknowledged, bur by comparing Spiritual Things with Spiritual ; - 
and therefore not by Natural M-z, even Men ot Senſe, greac 
Reaſoners, as they are Reputed, without the help of the Divine 


Spitit. 


t.. It was truly a Miracle to a Spiritual Eye, and wherein the 
Power of God appear'd ; I hat He held up a pure, and ſincere 
ſtare of Chriſtianity in the midſt of all the Koman Apoſtaſy, al- 
tho it was ſo dark, and Dangerous a Time, or Place. as the 
Spirir of God calls it by the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet i.19.And as he 
aſſures, it muſt needs be, becauſe the Witnejes were in Sackeloth, 
and War made upon them ; ana they were kill. d ; and rhe J#0- 
man, or the Wuneſſes, ColleQively raken, were inthe Wilder- g,, 11, 
neſs, or as Daniel ſpeaks, the Power of the Holy People was. ſeats © 
tered, Dan 12.7. God was pleas'd to keep itup, not only lincethe 
Reformation, bur throughout the whoie Time, or ſpace of the 
Time .and Times from 437, to 1517. the 1080, as wc.ll as the 
180 of the 1260 Days ; when by the Refermation there was a 
Party- Riſing of the Witneſſes, and Party-Retrenclumer of the The | Freſh 
Papal Poper,;nd ApoRaſy,at the Half Time (accorting to the 1wo Memorial of 
Oaths of Chriſt, Dan. 12. and Rev. 10, Allowing it ;)as I haye £9197 Kings ,- 
made out in. a Diſcourſe wholly to that purpoſe. dem, 

2.: For this is that, which is ſpoken of, Rev.1:,%. And I will 
give Power to my two Witneſſes, and they ſhall. Frophecy in Sackclo h g 
Thouſand two Hundoed, and Threefcere days, coath'd in Sagiclab ; 1 
will give them Pawer, but yet that Power ſhall be hid; they + 
ſhall be Coverd or Cloath'd with Sackcloth. So a place (lall b- . 
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\ prepared for the Woman the Chnrch, where ſhe ſhall be nouriſh- 

ed ; but it ſhall be in a Deſert State, nor known,or acknowledg- 
cd,it ſhall be in the Filderneſs :” But;ſaith God, 1 will give Power 
to my Witneſſes: Now Power is one of the Words expreſſive of 
Miracles. They are call'd Power ; and by that we have had the 
Great Truth of the Goſpel Continued, fo-as to be Reſtor'd to 
us in the Reformation, by their Conſtancy of Declaring, and 
Maintaining, Profeſſing, and Teaching the Truths after Godlineſs, 
the Dotrine of Salyation by Chriſt ; And this in Regard of 
the Darkneſs of that Time iscall'd Prophecy ; and Power to Pro- 

zcy,in regard of MiraculousV irtue in fo doing; For there hath 

en a Connexion, a linking between Wuneſs, and Witneſs, be- 
tween one Age of Witneſſes, and another Age; and with the 
Reformation itſelf; which we are All ſo willing to acknowledg. 
It hath been from the Power, God gaye to his Two Witneſſes in the 
midit of all the Barrennelſs, and Darkneſs of the Papal! Apeftaſy: 
Theſe arc the Two Olive-Trees, the Two Green Olive-Trees Em- 
ptying their Oyl into the Two Golden Candleſticks, that ſtand before the 
God of the Whole Earth z not by might, nor by Power, but by my Spi- 
rit; ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, | 

heſe were the worthy Witneſſes of Chriſt throughout that 

Dark Time; when no man could any ſooner look out with 
any of the pureſt Truths of the Goſpel, that ftem'd that Apo- 
ſaſy, but preſently Heretick, Heretick, was cryed out upon him, 
or lince the Reformation A , who hold of the part 
of the Synagogue of S«than ſome Finer parts of that Apoſtaſy ve- 
nerated, as purer Antiquity ; Schiſmatick, Schiſmatick was as vche- 
mently Faſten'd on any one, if he broach'd any thing, (as 
they call it,) againſtthe Hierarchic Church. They have been Ana- 
thematiſed, Excommunicated, Proſecuted with Corporal, or Pecy- 
niary Puniſhments, even to the moſt cruel Deaths, and Im- 
priſonments : Fire hath been call'd down from Heaven, and 
ferch'd upfrom. Hell, againſt them ; yet notwithitanding a Mi- 
raculous Power hath been giyen to them, to Prophecy tor the 
1260 Days. 

I know, Many cannot underſtand, . how theſe Witneſſes 
could be ſaid to ropen, while they lay Dead Three 
Days, and an Half : But 1 haye cndeayour'd, in a peculiar 


Diſcourſe to Aﬀoyle that alſo in the Yifion of the Witnſſes ; and 
to ſhew,- that as it is ſaid of Abe! the firſt Martyr , Be- 
ing Dead, be yet ſpeaketh ; ſe of theſe his Succefſors/ although 
Kiltd, they yet Prophecy, And it is much more ag b- 

| their 
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their fide ; For their Death, however Violent-Natural allo, 
yet is chiefly Myſtic z They were KilPd, as Witneſſes, Hateful, 
and Curſed Hereticks, being the Sambenito,the Diſguiſe whereinto 
they were preſently put; but ſtil! they Prophiccied, tho they 
were ſlain : And in this Senſe alſo they continued Prophecying, 
becauſe, as any were Naturally Killed, others ſtill roſe up in 
their Room ; and which is great Miracle ; They were Dead, 

t they could never be Buried ; The People, Nations, 

ongues and Languages would not ſuffer them to be Buried ,, 
becauſe their Do&rine, however Condemned before hand, was 
ſtill kept above-ground, as we ſpeak, in ſeveral parts of this 
Univerſal Roman Empire ; under the Pope and his Ten Kings, 
the Princes of Europe, notwithſtanding all their Fury againſt it , 
their Joy in hopes they had ſuppreſſed their Prophecy, and their 
ſending Gifts one to another for it; yet-it hath, and ſhall continue to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt; in regard of which to Come, till it comes, 
Their-Dodrine is call'd Prophecy alſo. 

And All this may be moſt juſtly Styled Miracle, becauſe ic is 
not in the Train, and Connexion of Things according to » 
the general Order, and Government of the World. For fo 
when Men Dye, even all the Living World is in haſt, They 
be Buried, what way foever it be ; Buttheſe Witneſſes were not 
ſuffered to be Buried. Their Dodrine, their Slain Teſtimo- 
ny muſt Remain Above to Annoy, and Nufance the Papal 
and half Reform'd World. 

And with theſe Goſpel Witneſſes, Thoſe Goſpel Miracles be- 
fore Named, were Depoſited all this Time ; the Turning .and 
Changing Men from Sin and Sathan to God, which muſt needs 
be Miracle; For in the Train and Order of Things, a wick- 
ed Man will go on in his Wickedneſs and Lewdneſs, and not 
be purged from ir, till he Dye : All the Juſtifying, SanRifying . 
Grace of the Goſpel the Dyingand —_—_ in, and by Jc- 
ſus, tho'by Violent Deathsunder the Rage of Perſecutors, was 
all in the Tenure, in the Conyeyancings of theſe YYitneſes. - 
Churches are Candleſticks Fed from theſe Sons of Oyl, Miniſteri-- 
ly ; Originally from Chriſt, and his Spiric, 

Conſider chen, Spiritual, Inward Miracles, Miracles appre- 
hended by Faith, and Scripture-Reaſon, never ceayd ; For if 
they had, the Everlafting Kingdom given to Chriſt, mult have 
Ceaſed ; And. this is an Iafallible Argument, there ſhall be a 
Return of Miracles in an ourward, and Glorious Appearance, 
becauſe inward Miracles, to which the. outward, as ar __ 

rant- 
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Tranſparent Air, are Due, have never ceaſed. The outward 
ſhall, whenever the Reaſons of State, as I may ſay, -in that 
Kingdom (hall Require ir, appear greater, than ever yet; and 
this ] propoſe to Univerſal Confideration,'but-more clpecially, 


- of the Wiſe, Zudg you what 1 ſay. 


2. In the Second Place, I will propoſe the Judiciary Miracu- 
lous Power, The Spirit of God affirms, the W itncfles to have 
had, and this confilts of ſeycral Particulars. 


1. Fireproceeds out of their Mouths, an4 Dewoureth their Enemies, 
And if any one will Hurt them, im this manner muſt he be Killed : 
Rev. 11. T his was indeed a Bringing down Fire jrom Heaven,Now 
what wasthis, but a denouncing the Judgments of God up- 
on Antichriſtianiſm, that ſhall ſo ſurcly bc FuilflPd in their Sea» 
ſon; And of this there are many great Wiirnefſes, and Monu- 
ments; In the Darkeſt Times, there were thoſe that fer Fly, 
as we ſpeak, againſt the Papacy, 'who ſpared nor to call the 
Pope, Antichriſtto his Face; to Affirm Chriſtianicy was Turn'd 


' into Paganiſm among them. Fire went out of their mouths to this 


very purpoſe to Threaten that Anitchriſhzan Monarch, and his, ſo 
call'd, Catholick Church, with all the Vials of the Revelation, the 
Plagues, and the Curſes of it ; to ſay, God abhorr'd it, and would 
Bring it into Judgment, And tho the H/itnejes were Slain before 
men, as Witneſſes of Lyes only, by che Anathemas, Extommus« 
nications, Brands of Hereſy Pour'd out upon ihem ;. yer that 
Antichrifian State. Theſe Witneſſes of Chriſt, had Power to 
Kill, Ten Thouſand Times more; For all that they have 
ſpoken, ſhall certainly, and everlaſtingly be Fullfi.'d upon it, 
and it is condemn'd already by the Mouths of ſo many Servants of 
Chrift; of which cach Particular Soul of that Antichriſtian 
lion going out of this World hath Found the dreadwal ef- 
fefts ; of which the Reformation hath been the effett, and ſtands 
a Monument ; of which many ſevere Judgmcnts by Mabome- 
tans and others; Many ſtrokes from Heaven have been the 
Evidences; and in Regard of which Threatned, and Executed, 
The Witneſſes a e, and were accounted by the Antichriſtian 
World, their Tormentors . Bur the Illuſtrious Fullfilling is yer to 
come, when that wicked one ſhall be Conſum'd, or carried off 
by the Breath of Chriſts Mouth, in the Preaching the Everlaſting 
Goſpel, and utterly Aboliſbed by the Brightneſs of bus coming. * 


2, The 
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2. The Second Thing, in which the Spirit of God-ſets out 
the judiciary Miraculous Power of the Yrneſſes, is ; They had 
Power to ſhut Heaven, that it ſhould not Rain in the Days of their 
Prophecy ; Now what was this? Ir is taken from Eljav's 
ſwearing inthe Name of the Living God; There ſhould be no 
Rain, no Dew fer three years and an half, 1 Kings 17. A Symbol of 
theſe Three years and an Half of years, or 1260 years; Forſol \ 
underſtand them : Yet with Relation to a de: per Time, like 
that of our Lord's Lying in the Grave a part of Three Days ; For 
which Reaſon they are call'd Days, and ſignify the Three Times 
and an Half, as Days in all Languages Import Seaſons. 

Now the Doftrine of the Goſpel, and incecd all Inſtrution 
is Compar'd to Rain, and Dew in Scripture ; My Dodtrine ſha 
drop, as the Rain, and Difiil, as the Dew, The Doftrine of the 
Goſpel aſter che Aſcention of Chriſt, is expreſied by Gods ſend- 
ing 4 plentiful Rain, whereby he Confirm'd, Strengthen'd, or 
Refreſh'd bis Inheritance when It was weary, Pſal. 68. g. So in the 
Prophet, the People are Call'd to, to Break up their Fallow 
Greund;Till Godcome,and Rain Righteouſneſs upon Them, Hoſ.10.12, 

The Shutting up of Heaven therefore in the Days of their Pro- 
phecy, that It ſbould not Rain, ſhews, 


1. That there ſhould be, as is very well known, was, a very 
Dark, and Barbarous Time, as to all Learning, and Know- 
ledg in the Moons of the Apo&aſy; that Chill, Fruitleſs Planets 
of the Night; from which the very Borrowed Beams of the 
Sun Fall Cold, and Languid, and without Vigor, or Preg- 
nancy. 

2, Thar there ſhould be an exceeding Drought, and Barren- 
nels, as to all Goſpel Dofrines in their Life, Purity, Sweet- 
neſs; And how Remarkable this was, all Protefants are, I 
hope, Senſible, except they themſelves Love till thoſe Cors 
rupted Pits, and Cifſternes of Popery; or what hath the brackiſh 

alt thereof! 

3. That there ſhould be a very ſad, and woful Turning of 
the Earth, or the Hearts of Men, under the Name, and Pro- 
tcſſion of Chriſtianity, into Jros and Braſs, as to all Goſpel 
: Softueſs, and Fruftification, . 

3- And this will be yer clearer in the Third Particular, They 
have Power to turn Water into Blood, into the Blood of « Dead man; 
(as another Expreſſion of the Revelation gives it-us) that is, 
that hath no Motion, a ” Spirits, Afivity ; ſhewing 

the 
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the utter Inepticude , nay, Impoſſibility of Popiſh- De&rines; «s 
of Juſtification by Works, Tranſabſtantia:ion, Pardons, Indulgentes, 
Pennances, Pilgrimages, Worſhip of Saints, Angels, Virgin Mary, 
Saints; tro be the Inſtruments of Conveying Life to Souls, any 
more than the Stagnate:! Blood of a Dead Man topgive Lite, or 
A to the Body, in which it is fo Arreſted, and Con- 
cal'd. 
Y But as Elijah faid, As the Lord Liveth there ſhall not be Rain, nor 
Dex, but at my wird, So the Witneſſes may ſay, but at our word, 
at our Dofrine, according to the Plainnefs, Parity, Sincerit 
of Goſpel Preaching ; If they had food in my Counſels, They ſhould 
bave turned Sinners from their evil ways. When men cull out the 
Morality of the Goſpel only, and our awn Workings ; as many, 
even of the; Styled Reformed do ; little elſe ; Neglefing the 
Holding out of Chriſt in his Blood, in the mighty Grace of his 
Spirit; Hence the Dorine of the Goſpel becomes. as the Blood of 
a Dead Man, without Power of Converfion. 

But it may be ſaid, would the Witneſſes, or ſhould they , 
ought they to ſhut Heaven, or to turn VVaters into Blood 2 

FAnkwer, The Preaching God hath given them to Preach, the 
VFord, he hath given them, they muſt ſpeak, they muſt Preach, 
If God hath given them to declare the rare, and Seldom Con- 
verſions, the Lowneſs, and Penury of Truc Goſpel Dodtrine; 
the Heavens ſhut during, the days of the ApoRaſy, they muſt De- 
clare it; their Declaring ir done is the doing it ; what the 
Prophets Declare, - They Do ; as God fays to Jeremy, 1 have 
ſet thee to Build, and to Plant, to pull down, and to Defiroy; So 
God S:t theſe Wuneſſs to ſhut Heaven, to tur Waters into Bood, 

Again, as Chrilt Taking to himſelf the Inſtruments of a good 
Shepherd, condemned tie Inſtruments of the Fooliſh Shepherd ; 
and ſo toro'd all the Preaching of the Seribes and Phariſees into 
Folly ; by Preaching him(lt wich Authority, and not as the 
Scribes ; $o the Witneſſes ſhut up Heaven, and no Rain falls buc 
at. or by th:ir Word, and they turn waters into blood, by Preaching 
Plainly, and Powerfully, and Sincerely, the Truths of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; And cyen many Souls perceiye it ofthem 
as they did of Chriſts Preaching ; They find the Dullneſs and * 
Deadneſs of other Preaching by that, 

Thus God hath given Power to the Witneſſes ; It is given. to 
them to turn I/aters into Blood, and to ſhut Heaven ; that is; to 
Preach ſincerely themſelves; And to ſhew other DoArines, Poi- 
ſonous, Ruinoys to the Souls of Men. . * 
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Thus at this Day, all the Doftrines, that rurn from Chrift, 
and Free Grace ; that is, from the Spirit, and Power of Chri- 
Rianity ; They are Diſcover'd bygke Witnefſes to be Deltruftive ; 


The Sheep that come up from the waſhing, have Teeth white as 
/ py om from 


Milk, waſhed with the fincere Milk of the Word, 
this blood berw cen their Teeth; the Blood 5 of a Dead man ; 
They hang out the Scarlet Thread of Chriſts Blood; They ſet 


up Chritt, and Chrit Alone; and fo there is none Barren 
among them ; They arc blefled with doing Gyvod ro Souls ; 
made Wiſe to Win Souls, and to turn many to Righteouſ- 
nels, 
4. The laſt Miracolous Power they Excrcife-is, They ſmite the 
Earth with all Placues, as often as they will : T hat is, they may, 
as Freely as They Detire, Declare the Judgments of God, even 
thoſe ſeven/aſt Plagues, that ſhall make an end of the Antichri- 
ſtian Srate, and of all che Enemies of Chriit ; yea the whole 
Corrupted State of chis Earth ; and all they fay, ſhall certainly 
be made good, and Fulfilld ; even as the Plagues Moſes was 
Commanded by Gad to Smite the Land, or Earth of Egypr 
with, aod which had their full cfte& , are Recorded as Mira» 
cles of Jaogment ; even fo (hall the ſmiting of Spiritual Egypt, 
and ics Earth be found to be, when the Seal in their Forheads 
is Kemoved, and all they have ſpoken and done fully uader- 
ited in the Light of chat Day: | 
Bur this Cas olten as they will] tho it ſeem altogether a word 
of Conccſhon, and Leaving the Matter to their Freedom, and 
Choict yer it indeed give: the Faulty Reaſon on the part ofthe 
IWitnelles, why Pop-ry has not been more prevaiÞPs againſt, eyen 
throughoucthe whole Time, Times, and Hulf Time of the Ape- 
flaſy: ror the Wiſe, and Holy Counniels of God do nor Re- 
move the Faulrinels of Mens Afions which bring thoſe very 
Counſels to paſt; as we fee throughout Scripture in thegrearelt 
Initances, as in Judas and all che Powers, that Joyn'd 1a Cru- 
ci:ying the Son of God ; They were never the lets wicked Hands, 
b:caule they did what God had determined in his Counſel and 
Fre-knowledg ſhould be done ; And while the Zews heard the 
Voicesof rhe Prophets, they did notwithſtanding, moſt Evilly, 
Fu fiilchem; Even fo the YV/ineſſes, not having a Willto ſmite 
ſo much, and fo often, asthey ſhould, and ought, have fallen 
under Blame by our Lord:And this hclps us to anderſtand 
what Chriſt ſays to thoſe Two Churches, eyen the two Candle- 


ſticks, ſtanding before the God of the whole Earth in the Time of the 
M 2 » Apolaf 
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Apoſtaſy; Pergamus, and Thyatyraz To one it is ſaid, I have afew: 
Thing? againſt Thee ; That thou baſt them, who hold the Dodtrin of 
alam, &c, To the other, AaPſaid, I have a few Things againſt 
thee ;, That thou ſuffereſt th: Woman Jezebel, &c. Now theſe (mal 
Things may be very well Interpreted ; They did not will, fo 
much as they ſhould haye willed; However , they are called ſmal, 
or Little Things ; becaule they were indeed under. an Oyer- 
powering, as well, as an Under-willing. 
Bur ſurely Sardis, the Symbol of the Churches under. the Refor- 
mation (except in the Few and Small undefiled Names) and yet 
more eſpecially, the They on the part of ' the Synagogue of Satan, 
are under much ſeyerer Cenſure ; that they have not Wikd: 
more to ſmite the Antichriſtian Earth with the Predictions of 
Divine Judgment upon them ; whio have a Name to Live, 
and yet are Dead ; who have not ſtrengrhen'd the Things that Re- 
main, but are ready to Dye, in order to the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
nor Filld up their Works before God , who have not ſtump'd with 
therr Foot, and with all poſſible Zeal Prophecyed, Prophecyed (as 
God Commanded Exekie!) the Ruinof- Babylon the Great , who 
as Jehoahay., have ſmote only Thrice, and Staid, when they 
ſhould have ſmitten Six,or ſeven Times. till p—_ Conſumed Ba- 
bylon, and cut it off Root and Branch ;. For the Reformation was 
the Arrow of the Lord's Deliverance, but not purſued to the utmoſt, 
as 2 Kings C.13 15. And this is ſignified by the Thuxders , thar 
opened in theReformation thenS:aled;and fo it hathſunk and gone. 
backward, and not forward; and fo it- will be to the End of 
the 1260 days; we have rather been Giving back to Egypt ithis 
ſhould ſtir up our Zeal to ſmite tothe-urmolſt now with the Ar- 
rows of the Lord's Deliverance z and tho many who have gone 
farther-rhan others, have been Laugh'd at, Deſpivd, Perſecur- 
cd by them; T hem eſpecially of the Synagogue of Satan ; as Raſh, 
Heady, Hor, Fanatical Perfons ; yet at [al it (hall be found to 
be under a Divine Commiſhon to ſmice» as often, as they 
would,; and all they have ſaid ſhall havethe tull 'Etfect, even 
as greateſt Miracles, and Juſtificd as true Interpretation of Pro- 


pbrcy; NegleRted roo much, by the Learned,vnder pretence of a 
Sealed Book; 


And thus far have ſhewn, That Miracles have not in the 
Ihward Spiritual Part been cut off, but have run along the 
wholc Apa, tho underground and Inviſibly ; -But they (ball 


CHAP. 


now within ſhort Time appear.in their Glory, 
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Lo _ 


CHAP. IK 


An Enquiry upon ſome late Miraculous 
Appearances of. God according to his 
own Will, that hook like a Beginning of 
Miracles Returning ; and how far they 
give Encouragement to wait upon God in 
any Caſe of Extremity to do for us above 
bis ordinary Courſe of Providence, or Go: 
vernment of the World, 


—#"Ouching the late Miraculous Appearances, I will not ſay 
[ more than we generally know. of them, that ſuch things þnnar nom : 


then were. The Shepherd 
near Hitchin, 


I. Becauſe the particular Inſtances, alcho an Atheiſt does not -Tr 7 | 


know (I Believe) what well to ſay to them; yet they do not gloceſterſhire - 
Riſe to ſo great a Heighth asto Argue upon them alone. 

2. Becauſe 1 do not obſerye, God. is pleasd to go on, and 
joyn them with others in a continued Series, or Courſe, thar 
Thould ſtrengthen one by the other, and make All together 
—_ conſiderable, remarkable and demonſtrative of Divine 

ower, 

3. Becauſe altho I ſee no. more Reaſon to doubt of them, 
than of any Miraculous . Appearances of God, that Reſt on 
Human Teſtimony only; yet I cannot, but put a great differ: 
ence between all Human. Judgment on Miracles ; and —_ 


which the Holy Spirit kath R | atm 


. 


[ 
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I hall therefore Place no other ſenſe upon them, than this 


only ; that they are Providential Awaknings, and Alarms of 
ſich a Returning Power of — as upon all the fore-go- 


ing Diſcourſe, and the Arguments of it, we have Reaſon to 


expect, 


As to the Queſtion therefore propog'd, I will give an Anſwer 
in Four Aﬀertions how far we may 1n any Caſe ground Ex- 
p:Qation ofa Miraculous Power. : 

1, The Time of the Return of Miracles is not yet; becauſe 
the- Days of the Four Monarchies,” and particulacly the Time, 
Times, and Half Time of the laſt State of the Fourth Monarchy, 
or Roman Papel Apoſiaſy, arc not yet expir'd; nor the Kingdom 
of Chriſt yet 10 its Succeſſton- So thar though our Time, as the 

ord ſpeaks, is always ready, we have great need, in all re- 
gards, of the Miracles of Mercy ; But is Time 7s nt alrays; It 
?s uot yet, If that Time benotyet, we cannct look for any 
Miracle in our particular caſe, with any certain Aiſurance we 
ſhall receive ir. This is a Rule in all Cafes , not to mea» 
lure Chrii: Time, God's Time by ours, :/obr 7th 2.6, 

2. The i:me of Miracles Returning may be very near, 
and yet no Miracles till that - very Time, be wrou: he: 
Fobn the Baptiſt was the immediate Forerunner of Ciriſt, 
23d yet it is exoreſly recorded ro us, Ji ud no Miracle, T hat 
was no Argu:zent the Miracles of Chriſti, aud of-the Apo- 
ſties, were at 2 Giitance; No more is it that the Retarn of 
Miracles is far oF; Becauſ: we may at the preſent be with- 
_ out Ground, or Encouragemeat, that any ſhould be wronghe - 

tor us,as yer. "A, 

3. Thar Great Adtmonition of our Lord's, concerning Mi- 
racies, ſhould be alway on our T honghrs, Zuke 4.25 1 ſay unto 
you, there were many Widows in the Tire of Eſjab the, 
Prophet ; bur to none of them was Eizjah fenr, but to her in 
Sarepta, a City of Zion, And there were many Lepers in 
the daysof Ekſhathe Propher, bur unto none of them was he 
ſ:nr, bur unto Naman the Syrian. This Chriſt ſpake, as the An- 
ſwer that the Great*Phylician gave, when 'call'd upon ; 
Phyſician, heal thy ſelf t Whatſoever thou haſt done any where 
elſe, do in thy own Countrey and City, We may not think, 
on any Account, to oblige this Miraculous Power of Chriſt 
to us, becauſe he hath pleasd 'to extend it to any other ; 
yea, though it be of a T'ime of Miracles, 


3- Eyen 


A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 87 

3. Even in a Time of Miracles, Chriſt in doing great 
Things for his Szrvants, will not be Limited to Miracles. He 
expreiſed ſome Diſlike, when he ſays, John 4.48. Except you ſee 
MLzracles, you will not Believe ; To Thomas, Deliring ſenſible Af- 
ſurance ; He ſaid with Infinuation of Reproof ; Becauſe thou haſt 
ſeen, thou haſt Believed ; —_ are they, = have not ſeen, and yet 
have Believed , Chriſt, as 1 have obſerved, before, drew many 
Souls to himſelf wichour any Miracle; Epaphredotus was not, 
when ſick, and Nigh to Death, Healed Miracalouſly by Paul 
from whoſe Body Aprons, and Handkercheifs were cartyed, an 
had Healing Virtue in then ; and yet God had mercy on. Epaphro- 
ditus, and on Paul alſo in him, and Healed him ; God does great 
and Wonderful things for his Servants, and yet without Mira- 
cles : This is our great Conſolation z he Works Miracles, and 
faves; He Works not Miracles, and yet faves; attording' to his 
op14 //i!, ne docs All; Fa, | 

4. Whea allordinary Means Fail, and the thing looks Deſ- 
perate in Relation toall-ſuch Ordinary meansz when the Fig- 
tre? does not blyſum, &c, yer we may Truſt it the Lord, and Glory in 
the God of our Saluationz even at ſuch a Time, our Feet ſhould 
be Like Hin1s Feet, and walk on our high places ; Inthe Mount of the 
Lord it ſhall be feen ; we may then come unto.God'; Ob thiu that 
beareſt Prayers, unte thee ſhall all Fleſh come ; And tho we cannot 
Find by Senſe, we have the Petitions ws have asked of him ; yet 
by Faith we may knowit, and he will give us outward Teſtimo- 
ny of his hearing ; for rather than his Servants ſhould nor find 
him a God Hearing Prayers, he will cither put the working of 
Second Cauſes fo together, that ſuch putting togerher ſhal! be 
next to Micaclc;or rather than theſe Things ſhould not be done 
for them, he will ſtep out of the way & pis preſent Ordinary 
Goycrnimear of the World, and work a Miracle for them. 


« 
4 —_ M——_ 


CHAP. 


Wherein a Repreſentation of the Excellen- 
cy of the State of Miracles in the Days 
of Chrift, and of the Apoſtles is given, 
That we may thereby Fudg of the Keturn 
of ſuch a State of Miracles, excelling 
even that in Untverſality, and reach- 
ing the utmoſt effetts. 


T Hat I may now draw this Diſcourſe of Miraclesto its Con 

cluſion, I will Briefly draw up the State of the Miracu- 
lous Powers of the Holy Spirit, that were fo Viſibly, and Glo- 
riouſly Ating in the Days of Chriſt, and of the Afoftles of our 
Lord, and Samonr Jeſus Chriſt; that none may ſay, Lo here, and 
Lo there, a Power of Miracles ; or this, or that is the Time of 
them ; but that the Time of them may be known to be Bje 
the Lightning ; For as the Lightning Lightneth from the Esſt,and 
ſbinethto the Weſt ; or as the very day, and the Brightneſs of 
itis known from all the ng, and Miſtakes of the Day, 
when it isnot; fo ſhall the True Time of the Return of Mi- 
racles be known by a Compare with the Standard, and Excm- 
plar of them in the Fore-nam'd Time ; For it was a Stand- 
ard, and Exemplar aboye all other Times ; All therefore | 
muſt be nary a. by this 3 altho indeed in ſome T hings, the 


Return of Miracles ſhall exceed, as the fullneſs of Times, or 
: of 
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of All Times in the Second Coming of Chriſt, exceeds the fulnefs 
of Time, Singular only, or of that Firſt Coming of our Lord Ze+ 
fus in the Fleſh, Yet then there was an Offer of the Kingdow to the 


Jews, and it ſhould have been Propagated to the Gentiles ; bur 
the Kingdom being refus'd, the Wonders could not be Finiſted, 


nor Miracles coniequently Conſummate. 


1. The State of Miracles at the Time, I am ſpeaking of, 
was Illuſtrious above any Time before, or fince it, for the va- 
riety of Miracles ; various Signs, and Miracles, and Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, as we find in 1 Cor. 12. To one The Gift of Healing, 
to another of Knowledg, to znother of Tonues, &c. Ss one hath 
an Exhortation, a Pſalm,a Prophecy;yea, Then wasRaiſing of the Dead. 
This was the Firft Fruits, the beginning of what was ſpoken by 
the Prophet Joel. Now by ſuch a Variety of Miracles, how 
great. is th: Confirmation 2 One or Two might be Attributed 
ro ſome unknown Caule, but ſuch a Conſort, and Harmony 
could be only Divine ; even the Atheiſt would be puzzled to 
Sacrifice to his Occult Cauſes decently for ſuch a Variety; God ſaw 
in the whole Creation, where Miracles were ft to be Planted. ' 

Then Behold and look, Judg, and Diſtinguiſh of the Re- 
turn of Miracles hereby ; They ſhall Return in ſuch a Vari 
ety, as may Teltify their Relation to that Original Exemplar- 
Variery in the Firſt Appearance of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ia 
them; and that together they may make up that one ( howeyer 
Interrupted in regard of Viſible Miracles) pouring out of the 
Spirit before the great and 1lluſtrious Day of the Lord, ſpoken of by 


the Prophet Joel, as aforeſaid. 


2. There were Commiſſion'd Miniſters of the Power of Mi- 
racles ; the Twelve Apsſiles of our Lord Jeſus 3 and ſome, that 
were as Gifted Brethren, ſharing in the Communication of theſe 
Miraculous Powers, as we may perceive by the Sexenty ſent out 
by the ſame Power in ſome Regard, as the Apoſtles; andthoſe 
Chriſtians, co whom the Apoſtle Writes among the Corinths, 
I Co”, 12. To One, To Another, ſuch Power was given, &c. For 
hereby the whole Power became of greater Notoriety, of 
greater Auchority, as in a Sa9bedrim: as our Lord ſays to the 
Phariſees, accuſing him of Afting by Belzebus ; By whom do 
your Children Caſt out Devils * Ti:refore they ſhall be your Jadges, 


asin a Conneel. The Miraculous Efficacies were alſo of great- 


er Diſpolicion, and freer nm Acc,rdingly we may 


ſuppole; 


, 
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ſuppoſe; The 144000 with the Fathers Name writ on #6cit 
Foreheads ;, who learn the New Song Firſt, and thoſe who arc In 
ſtruſted by Them in it ; ſhall very Univerſally, yer according 
to his Wiſdom and #4, who is the Supreme Donor, be En- 
ducd with Power from above ; as Miniſters of State in the King- 

dom of Chriſt, and Receiving Gitts for ir. | | 

3. T hete Miraculous Powers were Diſpens'd in a Frequency, 
in. a Contipned Daylineſs, in an univerſality ; we find our 
Lord on all occafions diſpens'd theſe Largeſſes 'of Heavenly 
Bounty, and Compaſſion; He never denyed any ; He cxtend- 
ed them to his very Enemies, the High Prieſts Servant ; onely 
he was (as it were) Repuls'd in his Grace, by the 97.4 of 
ſome ; Hecould do no mighty Works, becauſe of their Uabelief; that 
is, he declar'd himſelf ſo, that he might leave a Teſtimony 
againſt that Sin ; and Warn all of it: Elſe He went about doing good; 
He Healed all manner of . Sickneſs, and diſeaſes,, And lo by the 
Apoſtles, This Miraculous Power was carried throughout the - 
ſeveral Circuits of their Miniſtry. as the Apoſtle Paul W irnefles 
concerning his own, round about from Jeruſalem to 1llyricum ; He 
Preached the Goſpel with mighty Signs and Wonders, and Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, Rom. 15. 

And withourdoubt in the ſame manner ſhall this Miraculous 
Power Compaſs Sea and Land, in the Preaching the Everlaſling Goſ- 0: 
pel to every Tongue, Nation and Lauguage. And till this be I would 
Require none- to believe, Miracles are Return'd, and then 
indeed it will be undeniable. | 

4. As there was thus a Power of Miracles given to the Com- 
miſhon'd Officers of Chriſt ; and to his Gifted Servants; So 
there was a Faith of both doing Miracles, and a Faith of Re- 
ceiving the Benefit of thoſe Miraculous Efficacies ; For as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of AP Faith, 1 Cor. 13; Fiz. Miraculous, or 
Wonder working Faith; So that I could; faich he,remove Moun- 
tains, Qc. ſothere isa Faith of Receiving the Benefit of Mi- 
racles ; For Peter, and John, anq Paul are ſaid, As 2. c. 14 'I'o 
pour pe a Faith to be Healed, a Faith of Recefving ; And our 

rd took notice of the Faith of the Centurion and others; altho 
itis True ; In many At of Grace, there was no Regard we 
can Find to the Faith of the Receiver; but the. mighty Power 
and Mercy of God Sallyed out upon Perſons,by the Faith of the 
Miniſters of the Miraculous Power 5 Having Mercy, becauſe be 
would have Mercy : And it givesus an Emblem of the Grace and 
Power.of Chriſt in Conyerſion, and bringing home to him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf; ſometimes,as it ſeems in a way of Preparation ; ſometime® 
wholly without ; but howeycr it {cems, it is certain , Divine 
Power and Grace Drawing near, did Ere& that Faith, that 
is in the W iſe Ordination neceſſary to Receive Chriſt, Grace 
mon SanQification ; even as the Miraculous 
Power of Chriſt being abroad, and Drawing Nigh, Raiſed fo 

encrally a Faith in that Miraculous Power, fo general and 
the particular Dtawing Nigh of Chriſt excited 1t in the par- 
ticular Perſons, on whom the Benefits were beſtowed, 

And thugin the Return of Miracles the Servants of Chriſty 
both in Oxginary, and Extraerdinary,Commilhon'd to Work 
Mitacles, ſhall be Cloath'd with a Faith to that End ; that thoſe 
who can by no means Believe now, ſuch a Power ſhall 
Return, will by Feeling that very Power commingupon them, 
and the Hand. writin f the Fathers Name by the Spirit on their 
Foreheads, will be fully perſwaded of his wondrous works, be- 
ing as near, as his Name, to Declare it ; and thele ctieRs 
flowing out from it upon others, There will be a Rouſing the 
Senſelcls, ſleepy World, that knows not yet the Bleſſings near 
it, to wait for the Graces to be beſte wed by this Power; Till 
theſe things are, No Opinions, or beſt Fram'd Diſc: urſes, No 
Eſſays, Beginnings, or *catterings of ſuch a Power can per- 
ſwade(I know none would have it fo) thatMiracles areReturn- 
ed; But when theſe are, none will be able ro perſwade the 
contrary ; and inthe mean time the Hopes, ExpeCtations, and 
Prayers of Chriſtians are hereby raisd. 

5. There aroſe then, and there will ariſe at the Return of 
Miracles, ſuch full Afurance, ſuch Plerophory of Perſuaſion con- 
cerning the Truth of Things, that they can be no more 
doubted, than the Aﬀurances of the Light, anq of the Day; 
and indeed, as Cartes Argues ; Rational, Intellectual Afurance 
ſurmounts all Senſible, even ſo Spiritual Surmounts both Sen- 
ſible, and Intelleual ; and this, both. as to' matter of 
Fat, that indeed ſuch things are wrought ; and that they 
are wrought by God, by a Divine Power, and that herein 1s 
the Finger of God. 

6. Herewith a mighty Stream, and Torrent of Truth paſsd 
along, and F:ilFd the World with the Light, and Glory of ir 
in very wonderful manner then, and ſhall much more do ſo ar 
the Return of Miracles; that the Iſles ſhall wait for the Law of Chriſt, 
his Name ſhall be great from the Riſing of the Sun, to the going down 
of the ſame ; The Knowledg of = Lord and of bs Glory ſhall m_ 
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the Earth, as the VVaters do the Sea ; The Light of one Day ſhall be, 
as the Light of Seven ; For ſo bath the mouth of the Lord {poten ; He 
bath ſpoken, and he will do it 5 He will YVork,and none ſhall let it : He 
the Lord will baſten it in bis own Time ; No one of theſe things, ſhall 
on it's Mate;and tho it be wonderful in our Eyes, yet ſhallit be ſo in 
ls? 

7. There was a mighty Power of Converting Grace,a change 
of the Hearts, Tempers, purpoſe, manner of Lite, and Con- 
verſation of men ; as appears by the 3000 Converted: at one 
Sermon of the Apoftle Peters, As 2. a Real, ÞÞd Sincere, 
and Sound Converſion, as the Spirit of God Implicwo us; fay- 
ing, the Lord Added to that Number,then of hisChurch,and to 
bis Church Daily, ſuch as ſtould be ſaved ; The Five firſt Chapters 
of the Ads plainly ſhew us, what the State of Chriftianity, 
and of the Churches of Chriſt was, before the Apoſtaſy made 
ſome Inroads upon it, c. 6. How they walk'd in ſinglen-ſs of heart, 
all Spiritual Joy and Gladneſs of Heart, in the Fear of the Lo 'd,and had 
all things Common ; a Heavenly Spicit and Temper 'prevatiled in 
them ; And o ſhall it beatthe return of Miracles ; a Spirit of 
Holincfs, Heavenly Mindedneſs, Love, Charity, Singleneſs of 
Heart, and all Purity ſhall come back with them ; For theſe 
inward- Powers. of, Grace, and Divine Preſence arc the Life, 
and Spirit to Miracles z when the one recurns, fo fhall the o-. 
ther alſo; and nothing will indeed ſo convincethe World of a 
Divine Puwer, and Paknce, as tO find ic ſelf thus Chang'd, 
and quite other, than as now 1it Criminates, and recriminares 
upon it ſelf; as it now perpetually complains of, Accuſes, and 

ondemns it ſelf. 

8. As in the Miracles of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles, there 
was a great Offer of the Kingdom of God, and of Chriſt, at thar 
Time to haye Appear'd, as Chriſt ſays ; Be ſure the Kingdom of 
God is come upon you ; and Chriſt Colo mands the Apoltles to 
Preach the Kingdom of God in the Doing of Miracles, asI have 
fully ſhown ; And it did indeed then come in the Spiritual 
State of ic; fo at the return of Miracles, that Kingdom ſhall 
indeed without any further Delay come in the Higheſt, both 
Spiritual Glory, and outward Manifeſtation of ic ; in which 
regard Miracles, asI have manifeſted through this Diſcourſe, 
ſball be moſt Univerſal, and to the higheſt Efficacy ; Becauſe 
the world toCome,which is theKingdom of the Second Adam, the Lord 
from Heaven, ſhall be prepared tor, and efictually brought in 


thereby; ſothat till theTime of thatKingdom be in — 
There: 


A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 93 
There can be no ſuch return of Miracles, axpoſied and thar, 
as I haye ſhewn, cannot be,ti!l the Four Monarchies ate tully Ex- 
pired ; For the Kingdom of Chriſt and of this Monarchy cannot 
mingle ; As therefore the Miracles proper to this Kingdom haye 
been more Interrupted by the Courſe of thoſe Monarchies;and cſ- 
pecially the Three Times, and Half of the Laſt State of che Laſt 
Monarchy, than at any other Time; {s they muſt te fully end- 
ed, and the Kingdom of Chriſt be Proclaimed, according to 
Rev. 11. The Kingdoms of this World, are become the Kingdoms of 
the Lord, and of his Chriſt ; and be hath taken to himſelf his great. 
Porer to Reign; and then (ball Miracles, the mighty Powers ofthe 
VVor!1 to come, Return again to Huiſher it in; even a Stated Pow- 
er of Miracles, as in thr Days of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles; 
as our Lord lays, 1 work Cures to day and' to-morrow, &c. A con- 
tinwity, a Connexion of one Miracle with another, a Miracu- 
lous Power waited at his Hand, at his Right Hand, a ſtate of 
Miracles there was, that God was Magnified, who had given-ſuch 
power to men ;, a ſettled Power; the Account he ſent to John the 
Baptiſt of himſelf ; was, The Blind receive their Sight, the Lame 
walk, the Lepars are Cleanſed; and that great Spiritual Miracle run- 
ning along ; The Poor arc Evangeliz'd, and under the Power- 
of the Gof 2]: Hefſrah and his Kingdom, and the Power of Mi- 
racles arc always joyn'd; mighty in word and deed,in doing good, Full 
of Compaſſion ; becauſe he brm/elf took our Sickneſs, and carri:d 
our Sorrows ; and ſo heal'd,as in Mercy to himſelf ; chat it might 
be eruly ſaid, Phyſttian, Heal thy ſelf : The Apoſtles, as Mini- 
ſters of State in his Kingdom, were Miniſters of Miracles,Freely 
Received of this Power, and commanded, Freely to give; and ſo 
we find they did, and with that Power, that the Shaddow of 
Peter, and the yery Linnen-touch'd by the Apoſtle Paul, con-- 
veyed Cue; inſomuch, that the very Pagans, in ſenſe of Di- 
vine Power, ſaid-z The Gods are come down among us, fs 14. 28, 
And ſurely when that Kingdom of the Reſtitution of all things, 
ſhall aftually appear; then in all chings Ic ſhall be fulfilled, 
that our great Prince hath Received Gifts for men, even for the: 
Rebellious alſo, that the Lord God may dwell among them, Mira- 
cles ſhall Huſher it io, and Miraculous Powers ſhall Found, and: 


Sertle it. 
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CHAP. XL 


The Inferences from the whole Diſcourſe of 
Miracles; T ending to make W ile to So- 
briety, concerning T hem; and to all Ho- 
lineſs and Heavenly Converſation; are Re- 


colleFed and Preſented: 


| Inference 1. 

| Iracles indeed from Divine Power are able to bear the ſe- 
yereſtTryal andExamination,becauſe they giveEvidence 

of themſelves to the whole Man ; not always to the outward 
Senſe ; For, ashath been before remarked, the Fords of Chriſt 
are HYorks, Now Words of Great, and Supernatural Effica- 
cy, are Miracles to, and beforethe ſenſe of Mind; but nor to 
« Ourward Senſe : So they were to the Woman of Samaria, 
Behold a Man (faith ſhe) that hath told me All that ever I did; 
1s not this the Meſſiah, or the Chriſt > John 4. 29. and the Sama- 
ritans ſaid to the Woman, We believe net for thyWords or ſayinggbat 
we have beard him our ſelves, and know, that This zs indeed the 
Chriſt, the Savnour of the World, v 42. And yet here was no 
Miraculous Appearance to the Outward Senſe ; and fo our 
Lord fays, Bleſſed are They who have believed, and yet have 
not ſeen. Now whatever produces Faith, is 'Miracle be- 
forethe Mind'; For it is the mighty Power of God that works in 
all them that believe; Even as Miracle before the Eye is ſenſible 
M.racle. Yet generally Miracles did commend Themſfelves 
to both the Inward and the Outward Senſe; and. fo that 
their moſt obſtinate Oppoſers could no Reſiſt their Eviden- 
ces- They could bear the ſeyereſt Scrutiny, ſuſtain the utter- 
moſt Teſt and Tryal, 


When 
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When the Enemies of Chriſt, of his Dorine and Miracu- 
lous Power, at any Time fate in Judgment on Chriſt, and his 
Miracles ; T hey were Confounded and Amazed; They were 
forced to lay their hands upon their mouths, and to keep lilence. 
This is the Exceſlency of the Miracles of the Goſpel; when 
the Juggles, and Cheats, and Tricks of the Devil, and of 
All Deceivers, may be ealily found out, if they are bur 
ſearch'd into; I hey mult be ſwallowed in filence, and be- 
lieved in the Dark, or they vaniſh: What an Abundance 
of the Popiſh Miracle have been Trac'd ard Tracked , Like 
their Story of Bell and the Dragon 3 that theyFalſly pur in their 
Scriptures, or Bible, the very icmblance of their Miracles), to 
the Juggle and Cheat that lay under Them ! But the Miracles 
of the Werld to come, and of the Kingdom of Chriſt, are the 
Greater, the more they are Eyed: They haye no Enemics bur 
Tenorance, Stupidity, Trick and Unbclief. 
' We have an Admirable Inſtance of this, John 9. in the 
Cure of the Blind Man ;, T he Neighbours had it in queſtion, 
and were convirced firſt ; the Phariſees emptied its from Fſſel to. 
Veſſel; T hey Examin'd it at all Lights; the Man being Blind. 
himſelf, his Parents were everv way fifted, and the Matter 
canvaſsd ; and all they could do, was to drop the Cauſe, as 
they ſay, and in their own defence ro Excommunicate the 
Perſon on whom the Miracle was wrought: T hey caſt him out 
Juridically, » 34. 


Again, We ſhall find the Jews fitting in Judgment upon a. 
Miracie wrought by the Apoſtles ; And what was the Great 
Efﬀfelt of it? 4dfs 4. 21, The people Glorified God, fecing the mi- 
racle of Healing that was done, 'T he Apoſtles Peter and 7obn, 
had by the power of Chriſt beal'd 4 man Lame frem his mithers 
Womb, c. 3. v.1, ©c. Now They bebolding the man which was 
healed, ſtanding with them, They could ſay nathing againſt it, Ob- 
ſerve, They fain would have Remonſtrated unto it , bur : 
could ſay nothing againſt it; and theReſult was,HFhat ſhall we do 
with theſe men? For that indeed a Notable Miracle hath been done 
by them,v. 16. is manifeſt to all them that dwell in Jeruſalem, and 
we cannot deny it, So that here was the Great Excellency: of 
the Miracles of Chriſt in his T ime, and in the Time of the 
Apoſtles : There 'was ſuch Evident Matter of FaQt, it could 
net be denied by Senſe in what pertain'd to Senſc, or by the. 
Mind in what pertain'd. to Mind. « 
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Inſerence 2. This Ponderous, and Tremendous Confidetati- + 
on Riſes from henee ; We ought to give the more Eayneſt Heed 
to the things that have been ſpoken , leſt-at any time we ſhould 
let them ſlip ; For if the Word ſpoken by Angels was. ſtedfaſt, and 
Every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience, received a Juſt. Recompence of 
Reward, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglet# ſo Great Salvation, 8c. 
If the Salva ion was ſo great. and God brought it in, and ſurroun- * 
ded it on every fide with Miracles, or Miraculous Power ; Oh 
how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglett ſo great Salvation, ſo Almightily 
Teſtifyed ? 

{ appeal to All, whether we do not Think, God dealt Righ- 
reouſly with Pharoah ? whether he had not a great deal of 
Patience with him to ſhew him Miracle after Miracle , al- 
though he afrer Buried him in the Red Sea? and whether he 
did not deal Righteouſly with Iſrael in the Wilderne/S, that 
for Forty Years ſaw his Works, and yet did alway Err in their 
Hearts, and did not know the ways of God, Rouge their Cars 
caſes Fell in the /Yilderneſs ? and-whether ſeeing the Miracles of 
Chriſt, and*yet Rejedting him, T hey Crucified him, and were 
delivered up to the Romans not many Years after ; and are ncw 
ſcattered over the Face of the Earth : becauſe they finn'd with 
ſo high a hand againſt a Miraculous Power, fo <xalte? before 
them , 

Now if God bare ſoGreat Witneſs to that very: Goſpel, we 
have now confirm'd with Signs and VYonders, and divers Gifts of 
the Haly Spirit, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglett ſo great Salva- 
tion ! Oh therefore let us lookto it continually : It-God- hath 
been at ſo great Expence (as I may call it) in the manifeſta» 
tion of Himſelf, as to give us the Goſpel ſealed with ſuch a 
curious Necdle- Work of Miracles, with ſuch a Rich Expli- 
cation of tlie manifoid YVViſdom of God ; Oh, how ſhall we eſcape, 
if the GoJpel- Faith, Repentance, Holineſs, be not found in us, 
which will convince us of Great Negle& of it! .. 

If ic be ſaid, what was Miracle undeniable to the Beholders, 
hath loſt the Force of Miracle to us, to whom ir is gone out 
of Matter of Fatt info Htſtorical Account, Tradition and Diſcourſe, 

Ll anſwer to this in a Third Tuference, | 


Iofer. 3. That which preſſes forward the Exhortation, and 
Anſwers the ObjeQion, is; Let us conſider, and deeply weigh, 
that God ſcaling any Dofrine with Miracles, declares the in- 
trinlick Value, and worth of that DoQrine, the Firneſs of it, 


ro 
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'robring Soulsinto the Kingdem of Chriſt + Miracles are only a 
ſenſible: Declaration of the Intrinſick Excellency of the DoR- 
rine; whether They ate preſent, or abſent; The eames 1.1 
Divine Truth is ſtil] the ſame; For Miracles are never a Seal to 
a'Blank, The Writing Fath the Efſence of the matter, whe- 
.ther the Seal be at every Line, or nots It is enough, It is once 
ſet? Ir needs not be ſet a new, every Time, Ic is Read: The 
Fine of Miracles once paſKd, the Goſpel asa Decd of Uſes im- 
_ the Senſe, and Virtue of All, and carries it, and the 
ine of Miracles, as 1 may call it, along with it, however, 
but:once pals'd. Miracles are no more neceſſary continually, 
than One Rifing on all Occaſions from the Dead. But the Di- 
vine Excellency, and Truth of the Dodtrine is always the ſame: 
Chriſt coming, and ſpeaking; TR of ſo Supreme Excel- 
cy, that never man ſpake like him, did alſo the zorks, that no 
man elſe ever did. Hence it is alike Infer'd ; If I had not come and 
ſpokengthey had had no Sin, but now they have noCloak for their fin ;andif 
I had not done among them the VVorks, no man ever did, they had had na 
{in Converſion therefore hath been without Miracles,and with 
iracles; Not therefore by the Vertue of Miracles, which of 
themſelves raiſe no more'than Wonder, withuut the Spirit of 
God working with the Truth of the Goſpel; and that without 
Miracles is moſt Efficacious. Miracle .can do nothing withour 
the principal: Truth z even the Divine Spirit never works by 
Miracles without the Divine DoQrine; Ir continually works by 
that withour Miracles; many, who themſelves wrought Mi- 
racles, ſhall yer have thatdreadful Sentence _=—_ them, 7 know 
you Wot, depart from me, you that work Iniguity, A man may have 
a Faith Removing mountains and yetbe nothing, Matt 7. 22. 23. 
x Cor, 13. 1. It 1s certain therefore, Converſion follows not Mi- 
racles ; Burt Miracles have and ſhall indeed Follow the mighty 
Power of Converting Grace, working with the Goſpel ; as at 
the Time of Chriſts Appearance in the Offertures of his King- 
dom when' here upon Earth, and by the Apoſtles ;. ſo at the 
Glorious Appearance of hisKigdom; Great and many workings 
of Miracles , ſo-great Converſions, many Converts; and theres 
re by the way, let me give this very-Serious, and Praftical 
Notion 1 It may be, we ſhould look upon our Selves, as Perſons 
highly Favoured of God ; If we could Heal Diſcaſes, or do 
an elilng that would look like Miracle ; Bur it is not 1o great 
Fl Things a Power to Touch Chriſt,and Believe in him ; To 
Conquer the Lufts, and Donner - ons of our qwa Hearts, _ 
| the 
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et. Impurity of our- own. Spirits; The Faith: thar Touches 
Chriſt, and Draws Yertue from him, is a far more, Excellent 
Faith* than that which can Remove Mountains, or. Heal Diſeaſes, 
If we had a Power of Miracles, it would indeed amaze the 
World, with the V.iew, and be a kind of Nine days Wonder, 
Bur it would Flatren upon. the Hearts of Men by b:ing daily. ; 
They. would. grow familiar with it, and Reliſt ir, as the Zems, 
did, as Pharaob did, If the Power of Converting Grace did not go. 
along with it; Butthis Inward Porrer is all pure, perfett Spirir, 

and never. fails; Tho Chriſt will fay to many, that had Caſt. 
eut Devils, and did many wonderful works in his Name ; I never knew- 
youy depart from me, you workers of Iniquity; yet to them, wha. 
have by Faith Deriv'd from him Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, 
ViRary over Sin, Vanity, Luſts, and Corruptions,. over-the. 
World ; that have Receivy'd: Renovation, Mortification, Hea- 

»enlineſs of Heart : Chriſt will never Profeſs, 7; know. you net, 

art from me, you workers of Inigquity. Agreeably therefore to this, 


nf 


en the ſeventy Returned, and gave Account of their Succeſs, 
ayd Chrilt gave them Power to Tread on Serpents, and Scorpions, 
&c,. Yet, faith he, In thzs Rejozce not, but Rejoyce that your Names 
are written in_Heaven, 

Oh! what an Admirable Thing is Truc Grace, Faith, Re. 
pentance, Love, Hope, Obedience ; How curious is the Inlay, | 
and Variety, the Curious Needle YYork, like the Variety of Mi- 
racles. in the Timesof the Apoſtles, or aks in his. 


as on {; 
. Sing, there are all Spices,and Perfumes,all che Richeſ Perfumes, 


and Powders of the Merchant in the vatious Graces of the. Spi« 
Tit ; of which the Dizerſuies of Miraculaus Operations were: 
but the outward Counter-point-z And therefore: herein, 'we - 
may underſtand the Supernatural Excellency of Grace, and 
Salvation by Chriftz Even as we. Acknowle $ :nmcke far a» 
bove Nature; ſo the Salvation of the Goſpel being moſt Per- 
ft Miracle.is in every Thing abeve Nature Parks of Righte-= 
—_— have dones is Nature ; If we arc ſav'd by them; It is 
then indeed no other-thanNature; bur if by theFree Grace of Ged 
Pardoning, and Accepting through the Rightcouſaels of Chriſt 
This is Miracle Works done by Free V/ill is Nature; Works. 
done by the Grace and Power of the Divine Spirit is Miracle 4 Oh ! 
how great a Tryal is this of Doftrines; whatever: cnters into - 
that, YYorld ta come, whereof we ſpeak with Acceptance, is Mi- 
racle; a part.of that PYorld to Come $ And though what we 
call Natute now, is indeed Grace. from the Mediator ; yet lc 
IS., 
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is fo mix'd with-the Apoſtaſy, that if it is not ſublimated, Raiſed 
to-che Height by Grace , it will ſubſide, fink down to the very 
Bottom of the Apoltafy. '. : 4 

_ Laſtly, Miracles. Rightly conſidered ſhew the Order, even 


the, Primary Oorder ot Grac*: For as Miraculous Power was 


firſt in Motion, and Manifeſtation of jt ſelf, ere there could be 


particular Application ; and nor only fo, but there was a par- 
ticular Approach of ſuch Grace ready to Work , which excir- 


ed the Faith of the Perſon, that was to Receive the Beackit of - 


the Miracle; and ſothe Miraculous Power Entred ; where Mi- 
raculous Power had noPlace,there Unbeleif prevail'd, and no 
mighty Works were. or could be done; Even fo in all the 
rnd! Miraculous Powers, The Grace given and Working 


aich and Repentance, and Obedience firft. Eater, and: 


then. the Graces Themſelves : For Grace, even as Na- 
ture Fabricates , and Raiſes its' own' Habitation, or Recep» 
tion-, Even by. ir Self: So ir is not of him that willeth, or 
of. him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth mercy; . Yet it is 
our: Duty to pray earneſtly for Grace in ourſelyes,and others; 
even as it is our Duty to wait upon All Means, to wait cſpecially- 
on Grace it ſelf. 


Tafer. 4. How admirable is the Gift and Grace of God, is 


Removiug out of the World that Diverſity and Strangeneſs of 


Tongues; that both in ditterent Words and. Sounds, as well as 


different Pronunciations of the ſame Words, came in by: a 
Miracle of- Judgment on the: Builders.of - Babel ; and hath con- 
tinued a certain Diagnoflicky - or Brand of the: State of Conſuſi- 
on, Whoſe Baſe and. Houſe is in the Laud of Shinar, the Anti- - 
chriſtian Babylonian Kingdom;moſt contrary to.the Kingdom of * Sa- 
lem, and ro: the True Melchiſedec, Jeſus Chrift, King of Righte- 
ouſneſs, King of Peace 3: Now therefore at his firſt Appearance. 
in his | "ram. 9 and the Preaching of the. Ezerlaiting Goſpel by - 
theAPodles in an Offerture of it atthat time, and. a Pledg of 
what ſha]l be; There wasa yery Illuſtrious Specimen of the Ba- 
beliſm, or Confuſion of Languages Removed : Yer it ſhall be 


much more illuſtrious at the utter Fa'l of Babylon, and its King - 
dom; For then the Lord ſball ſhall 'turn to the People univerſally a . 


pure Language ; They ſhall All ſpeak the. Language of Mo 
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And this muſt nccds be ſo, when the Everlaſting | WY 
Preached to Every Tongue, and Language under Heaven ; Ld 
there be cicher one Univerſal Language ſpoken, and underſtood 
by All, te Preach it in or elſe there muſt be an Immediate 
Pafling out'of. one Langgage into Another, both in Speaking 
and Underſtanding ; Either of 'which is moſt undeniably the 
Work of that Infinite Power, that made mans mouth, that gave it 
ſpeech, and then Attivity of ReaſonyTurningevery wa ,and , 
guiding that Specch : This alone can Conciliare thoſe both-Dif- 
terent Voices, Sounds, Accents, and manners of Pronunciati- 
on, that are found in Different Languages, or Tongues; and the 
Different Formings of the ſame Language;andFrame all into one. 
Univerſal Character, or Sound and Expreſſion of Truth,of the. 
Goſpel, moſt ſuitableto the Glory of that | Univerſal Monarch, 
King of Kings Lord of Lords. Then alſo ſhall at Babeliſm, 
or Confulion of Opinions, fo proper to Babylos, coricerning the 
Truths of the Goſpel, be ReconciP'd into Speaking one Thing, 
being ofthe ſame Mind,and Judgmengrand that pertely,or to 


PerfeRion. - 


Tafer, 5. And to conclude this Diſcourſe; Seeing the Meſ: 
fiah, the Second Adam, the Lord ſrom Heaven, and-his King- 


dom, his World to come, and thele Miraculous Powers, e-. 


ven to.the bringing forth tht New-Heaven, and the New Earth, 
are always together; Oh that moved by the Bleſſed Spirit, 
who ſays, Come; and Joyning with the Bride, which ſays, 

and Sympathizing, or moved Alike, 


Come: we alſo Hearing, an 
may ſay, Come. Oh ler it be laid, Ob Zion, 'Thy Kihg com- 
th. The Flock of. Saints , the multitude of Them Come, The Lord - 


our God ſhall come, and all the Saints with Thee The Breaker 
ſhall come up before them. They have broken through, They have 
paſſed through the Gate, and are gone out by it ; ' and their King 

ore them, the Lord, even Jehovah, on the Head of them, 


Il paſs befc ; 
ot o 13. Even ſo Cyme Lord Jeſusz Come quickly. 


FINIS, 


